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TP THJJ 

COURSE OF PRAYER, 

By AUGUSTUS TOPWD*, 

I. DEVOTIONAL RETIREMENT, enforced 
and recommended, with various Poetical Pieces, 
Meditations, and Besiarfe & n*w Edition with 
considerable additions, 2s. 6d, Boards i 

" TFActi *Aoi* iparf under theJig.tTee I saw thee." 

2 CONTEMPLATIONS on the Sufferings, 
Death, arid Resurrection of Christ, and his peo- 
ple, with several Sacred Hymns. Annexed to 
which, are one-httndred and forty -four sterling 
sentiments. 3s. id. 

" All ye that pass by, behold, and see, if there be 
any sorrow like unto my sorrow* 9 



ADVERTISEMENT 



TO THIS 

NEW AND ENLARGED EDITION. 

AT the moment the copy-right of the 
former impression of these religious ex- 
ercises ceased, some unprincipled Book- 
sellers took an advantage, and printed a 
spurious mutilated copy, which has in- 
duced the former Editor to bring forward 
a New Edition, with considerable addi- 
tions from the Author's manuscripts, as 
also the character of his writings, from 
the pen of the Rev. Dr. Watkins. 

These are now, for the first time, inter- 
spersed at the end of each prayer, a short 
discourse on subjects of everlasting im- 
portance, with a hymn attached, as also 
other pieces never before published. The 
whole forming in a small space a com- 
plete Treasury of Divine Truths, com- 
posed in pointed and /orctble language 

A 
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be made known. Let us in the interval anti- 
cipate that eventful crisis, wh€n we shall enter 
upon that state, where there will be nothing f 
pray for, but every thing to be thankful for 5 where 
mental imperfections will be absorbed in the 
lustre of uncreated perfection, and every thing 
give place to unmingled and unalloyed adorations 
to God and the Lamb for ever. 

The Course of Prayer was formerly printed by 
itself, and received the approbation of various 
monthly critics, and of several eminent religious 
characters. It was judged expedient after the 
Public had encouraged eight impressions, to 
enrich the little fugitive with several interesting 
extracts from the author's writings. 

The Editor cannot close this page without 
giving his suffrage to the memory of the writer. 
His great genius and extensive erudition held 
him out as an extraordinary character : but what 
shone most conspicuous, where the graces of the* 
Holy Spirit, freely giving him of God, so that he 
was euabled to defend the doctrines of faith, or 
the gospel system of truths, with an un trembling 
hand, and with an unfaultering tongue. 

His regenerate heaven-born soul dwelt in a 
sickly infirm body, from which he retired, after 
thirty -eight years residence, and may be said to 
have died with the gospel standard in his hand. 

Graai Marlborough Street. 
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In delineating the moral or literary por- 
trait of an eminent character, some con- 
siderable difficulty will always be found, 
least the influence of admiration should, on 
the one hand, prevail over truth or the 
prejudice of dislike, arising from difference 
of opinion, should incline us to make faults 
or to exaggerate them. I frankly confess 
that the subject I have taken in hand, stands 
exceedingly high in my esteem. His cha- 
racter, in every point of view, is regarded 
by me with great veueration; but then, 
that esteem and veneration have been the 

* When I consider the wisdom and the bold- 
ness of the man, I cannot but rewie.nv\a«« \\v^\ ^ vox^. 
when I remember him, ••.aimoVY>w\.pTuUe\v\vsv. 
A 2 
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produce of a close examination into the 
particulars of his life, and an accurate in- 
vestigation of his several writings. Time 
was, when the theological system, adopted 
and defended by Mr. Toplady, was in my 
opinion, and unsupported by the scriptures, 
and he himself deserving of no respect. 
A closer examination of the written word 
has wrought in my mind a different judgment 
both of the one and the other. With res- 
pect to the former, I shall say no more, but 
refer iqy readers to the works of this bril- 
liant luminary, particularly his" Church of 
England vindicated from the Charge of 
Arminianism," and his " Historic Proof 
of the Doctrinal Calvinism of the Church 
of England/' 

But with respect to Mr. Toplady him- 
self, I propose, without taking up the 
office of a professed biographer, to trace as 
well as I am able, the leading features of 
his character, as a man, a minister, and 

a WRITER. 

The first thing which strikes us in his 
disposition is, a bold independence of spirit. 
There was a native honesty and dignity in 
his mind which raised him superior to every 
artifice and to any unbecoming mode of 
behaviour. This very independence made 
him nffab)e and generous where he saw a 
^responding temper, eveu \Yvow^\\ i\ve 
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party was diametrically opposite to him in 
sentiment He had a most exalted regard 
for integrity of mind, and could not bat 
re*pect it, though he found it united with 
heresy or scepticism. But this disposition 
made him, by a very natural consequence, 
as keen an enemy to duplicity of every 
kind especially that which wore the mask 
of religion. When he saw popular men 
professing an extraordinary regard for evan- 

felical Christianity, and for the Church of 
England, opposing by the lowest arts the 
doctrines they bad subscribed, his honest 
spirit took fire, and be treated them not 
with €€ courtly phrase" and accommodating 
expressions, which in his mind would have 
been injuring the cause of truth, but with 
open rebuke and vigorous argument. His 
friendships were formed upon the most lib- 
eral principles, without any regard to sect 
or party j and maintained with constancy of 
affection, without any of those intervals of 
separation, which are common among per- 
sons of narrow and pettish minds. Mr. 
Toplady was of that exalted sentiment, as 
to hold in esteem with undiminished affec- 
tion, those very persons who, fickle them- 
selves, treated him with coolness and re- 
serve. His generosity was unbounded and 
his charities far exceeded the \vav\Vs> \sv% 
Income. The voice of distress tons* \«»^^ 
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his ear in vain ; the tale of woe never came 
to his knowledge, without experiencing 
tender commiseration and instant relief. 
Yet was he scrupulously just, and punc- 
tually exact in the management of his affairs. 
He blended, what are rarely united, the ful- 
lest liberality with the precisest prudence. 
His sensibilities were exquisitely tender, 
and he had so nice a sense of honour and 
propriety, and of what he owed to himself, 
as to refuse on many occasions the proffers 
of his friends to relieve him under pecuniary 
embarrassments. Some of his closest inti- 
mates, who knew and felt for the narrowness 
of his circumstances, where yet restrained 
from offering him their assistance by a per- 
suasion of its being refused ; and therefore 
were obliged to have recourse to the most 
circuitous modes to execute their benevo- 
lent design. His punctual regard for truth, 
distinguished him in every relation, public 
and private. His mind was like a piece of 
the purest chrystal, without a flaw, or a 
stain ; and if he had not been a christian, 
he would have stood foremost in the rank of 
moral philosophers. , But he had a nobler 
distinction ; the principles of sound Chris- 
tianity were rooted in him, and as they were 
ot notional or speculative, but radical and 
perimeutal, they gave a colour and a frag- 
fce to all his actions and to a\\\\va ex^ra- 
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sions. Calvinism has been often repre- 
sented as gloomy, and even the christian 
religion itself has suffered the same re- 
proach. In him, however, the doctrines of 
grace were beautifully exemplified. He 
was active, zealous, and strict in his religious 
course, but withal he was easy, candid, and 
cheerful. In St. Paul, we observe all the 
zeal and humility of a missionary joined to 
the most polished manners. This was the 
case with Mr. Toplady, who, as a christian, 
displayed all the honest zeal of a believer 
upon conviction, was instant in season and 
out of season, and would have been a martyr 
himself, rather than have yielded a single 
particle of the truth, either through fear or 
favour ; but with all this, his manners were 
those of the most finished gentleman, and 
rendered him acceptable in those circles to 
which mere religion alone would have been 
no recommendation. 

The amiableness of his disposition was 
in no instance so conspicuous, as in his 
filial attachment to his mother. The 
expressions of tender regard which run 
through his letters concerning that worthy 
woman, cannot but excite in the mind of the 
reader, a warm admiration both of the parent 
and the son. This dutiful regard pre?*ta& 
in him to the last, and was roix&tated^fe 
the disposal which he made ol ^e 
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property be possessed* Out of this, lie 
ordered that the sum of one hundred and 
five pounds to be paid to Elizabeth Sterling, 
as he says j " for and in consideration of the 
long and faithful services rendered by her 
to my dear and honoured mother of ever 
loved and revered memory," This is a trait 
of character, so luminous, that a multipli- 
cation of words to describe or commend 
it, would be doing it the most complete 
injustice. 

If we view him as a minister of the 
christian religion, he stands peculiarly high, 
excelled by none, since the days of the 
Apostles. 

The love of truth was the ruling passioa 
of his soul. He had early been converted 
to the experimental knowledge of the gospel 
scheme of salvation; and he therefore came 
into the ministry grounded in those prin- 
ciples, which many divines have to learn 
afterwards. Human learning was subser- 
vient in him to the knowledge of u Christ 
crucified," and not, as in too many inst- 
ances, the primary point, by which all 
others are regulated. Hence his gifts and 
acquirements were sanctified from the be- 
ginning, and had a steady ,uni form direction, 
which he never had occasion, in any 
avecy to be ashamed. Conscientiously 
ivlng the doctrines of the c\x\ttcVj^hkl\ 
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he bad subscribed, and sensible of their vast 
importance to the eternal happiness of men, 
he made them the great and constant subject 
of his public discourses. His penetrating 
mind gave him an enlarged and clear view 
of the sovereignty of grace, and he could 
not bear to have the gospel, which is the 
charter of it, obscured by human explica- 
tions, frittered away by theological sophis- 
try, and lowered down to a contract of 
conditions by the assuming pride of man. 
In the work of redemption, as in every 
thing else, Mr, Toplady was determined to 
leave all things to " him who worketh ail 
and in al! according to the counsil of his 
own will/' This noble principle but ill- 
suited those who would fain have something 
of themselves whereof to glory, who could 
not bear the thoughts of being considered, 
or of considering themselves, as nothing in 
the sight of God, and therefore, he was 
treated by them with obloquy as an advocate 
of licentiousness. This brought him into 
the field of controversy, where he managed 
the divinely-tempered weapons with which 
he was furnished, as an able champion, 
and asserted the cause of truth, with an 
energy and success equal to the subject. 
As a parish priest, no man's conduct ev^x 
shone more bright j no man* sX^qomvs^w^ 
evermore abundant. He %\\vuccofe& tfcte 
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*' declare the whole counsel of God f* but 
preached the unsearchable riches of Christ," 
with plainness of speech, earnestness of 
manner, and with a correspondent tenor 
of life. His private deportment among 
his people was kind and endearing* He did 
not stand aloof from the poor of his flock, 
and content himself with the public discharge 
of his ministerial duties, hut entered into 
their cottages, familiarized himself to their 
ideas, consoled them in their distresses, 
faithfully laboured with them for the good 
of their souls, and extended to them his 
bounty, with no scanty hand in the time of 
need. When, at length, the state of his 
health rendered it absolutely necessary for 
him to remove from that part of the country 
where he was settled, his ideas of ecclesias- 
tical obedience were so nice, that he would 
not quit his charge without the full consent 
of his ordinary. The correspondence which 
passed between him ? the late Bishop Keppel 
of Exeter, and his lordship's chaplain, now 
living, lies before me, and does high credit 
to all the parties. Mr* Toplady, with the 
greatest frankness laid open his case to the 
Bishop, and candidly informed him, that an 
occasional absence would not be adequate 
~> his purpose, for that residence, in such 
r unhealthy situation, would be certain 
uh to him j and therefore, if \\e temoNtA, 
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it must be totally. As Broad Hembury is 
a Ticafage the Bishop could not, in bis 
own judgment, give an absolute dispen- 
sation for non-residence ; but from his great 
respect for Mr. Toplady, he obligingly 
offered to renew his leave of absence, from 
time to time. This did not appear satis- 
factory to our divine, who seemed quite 
hedged up in the scruples of conscience till 
the archdeacon stepped in, as a mediatorial 
casuist, and combated his doubts with so 
much shrewdness, tenderness and polite- 
ness, as brought him to acquiesce in the 

Eroposal offered, and in consequence of it, 
e left the country, and settled near Lon- 
don. That he might not, however, remain 
idle, even though the advances of a con- 
sumption were evident in his constitution, 
bis friends engaged for him the French 
church in Orange-street, Leicester fields, 
where be laboured with great success, till 
the time of his dissolution. But it must be 
observed, that his services here were wholly 
disinterested 5 and I believe he received 
. during the whole time, only some occasional 
presents from a few of his chosen friends. 
As a preacher he was greatly followed, 
and no wonder, for he exhibited the genuine 
truths of the gospel, with a perspicuity and 
force of argument peculiar to Vk\m*&\\\*& 

B 
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language was flowing and elegant, yet plaint 
and appropriate; he never decended to vul- 
gar epithets, or quaint allusions, and though 
he sometimes exceeded the usual limits of 
pulpit discourses, his manner and expression 
were so attractive, that the mind must be 
dull indeed, which did not attend him 
throughout, with equal pleasure. His dis- 
courses were rather argumentative than 
declamatory, for which reason, he never 
rushed in public work, as some do, without 
previous study, but carefully examined and 
digested his subject. His delivery was 
extemporaneous, but without any unnatu- 
ral action, or over eagerness of exertion. 
His eloquence was easy and familiar, it cap- 
tivated the ear, and informed the under- 
standing. The sermous which he published, 
were masterly compositions, and those 
which he commonly preached were not 
inferior to them. This leads me to consider 
him in the character of a writer, and a 
controversialist. 

Theology was his natural and bis fa- 
vourite subject. But his mind was enriched 
with a variety of knowledge, and his memory 
was so tenacious that he could convert to 
his use the multifarious learning whieh be 
had explored. Logic and metaphysics seem 
to have engaged a considerable portion of 
his attention in his earty ^em* UtooAA he 
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became a formidable polemic on that side 
which he adopted, and which he thoroughly 
believed to be the sacred truth of God, 
according to godlinesss. One of his earliest 
performances was a spirited, and I may ven- 
ture to add a faithful and elegant translation 
of Zanehius's nervous Treatise on Absolute 
Predestination. The piece was well timed : 
for there was a zealous opposition made at 
that period against the doctrines of elec- 
tion, and extraordinary efforts were making 
to shake off subscription to the xxxix Arti- 
cles of the church, in which that doctrine, 
with its concomitants, are expressly main- 
tained and clearly expressed. Mr. John 
Wesley also took great pains to render that 
doctrine odious, by branding it with con- 
sequences, which have no sort of connexion 
with it, but which were well adapted to 
raise fears in weak minds. That gentleman 
was exceedingly nettled at the publication 
of this formidable tract, which undermined 
the very foundations of his darling Armin- 
ianism ; but being unable to cope with the 
enemy on fair grounds, he had recourse to 
the lowest artifices to destroy its reputation. 
He published a pretended abridgment of 
Zanchius, into which he foisted positions of 
the most offensive nature, as though they 
were the sentiments of the trav%\ata»u ^vst 
young divine was n&Utt*\Vj[ xovsr^ 
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honest indignation by this dishonest con- 
duct, and a controversy commenced which 
can hardly be said to have ended but with 
his life, It is to be lamented that ahilites 
and learning like his, did not meet with 
more equal opponents than Mr, Wesley, 
who was a man of more general reading 
than depth of judgment, and his subalterns, 
who were, the most part, men of the most 
contemptible talents. One of the foremost 
of these, was a Mr, Sellon, who from being 
a mechanic, got into orders, through the 
interest of the Countess of Huntingdon. 
This person's name will live longer than it 
ought to have done, owing to the dis in- 
guished notice, which Mr. Toplady, impru- 
dently, in my opinion, took of him. Hence 
the " Historic Proof of our author, one of 
the ablest and most curious books that was 
ever written on the side of Calvinism, is 
debased in too many instances, by the 
names of his pitiful adversaries* This, how- 
ever, is but a slight defect, and an easy 
apology may be made for it, on the ground 
of quickness of temper, the love of truth, 
and the sense of unmerited Ill-treatment, In 
the pamphlet entitled, " A Vindication of 
the Church of England from the Charge of 
Arminianism/'the same cause is maintained 
with more argument and dignity, because 
he had a more learned and wuttVj 
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onist to contend with ; no less than a head 
of a College at Oxford. 

The ° Doctrine of Christian and Philo- 
sophical Necessity/' is a performance of 
considerable depth, and may be considered 
as a vigorous, if not an unanswerable de- 
fence of the necessarian scheme. His sermons 
I have already mentioned, and I will only 
here beg leave to point the reader's atten- 
tion to those, entitled, "Jesus Seen of 
Angel's" and " God's Mindfulness of Man," 
as being some of the finest in our language, 
for elegance of stile, force of argument, 
spirituality of ideas, and ingenuity of illus- 
tration. 

The author of this imperfect sketch of a 
truly great man, prays, that his writings 
whenever perused, may be attended with 
the divine blessing, and prove the means of 
enlightening those who are in error, and of 
cheering and comforting the elect people 
of God. 




(FROM THE AUTHOR'S MANUSCRIPTS,) 
Prefixed to this New Edition, 



IT has been said, that the prayers or God's peo- 
ple are incompatible with a state of grace, or 
after the Holy Spirit has led them from darkness 
to light* and into communion and fellowship with 
himself. To which may be replied, That the 
more faith a believer has, the more he prays for 
the application of the blood of Christ to his con* 
science for this glorious forgiveness; because the 
more grace he has, the more he feels bis sins, and 
the imperfection of his sanctification, and finds 
by momentary transgression, that all his righte- 
ousnesses are but filthy rags. The more he 4 is led 
to consider his vileness, the more he flies by faith- 
ful prayer to the absolute perfection of bia justi- 
fication, beseeching Cod, that he may not be 
found in his sight, having his own righteousness ; 
but in the righteousness of the Son of God. 
Though the salvation of God's elect is certain and 
secure, yet their faith is often weak, which gives 
but a w eak assurance. In the greatest saint it is 
often like the moon, sometimes in the full, and 
sometimes in the wane, but by comwamaii ^v\Jx 
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God in the constant exercise of prayer, it grows 
stronger and stronger, unto joy unspeakable and 
full of glory. 

We bare a notable Instance in scripture, that 
though an event is determined, yet that prayer is 
not incompatible with that determined went. 
Darid prays, Thou Loi d of Hosts, God of Israel, 
has revealed to thy servant, saying, I will build 
thee an house ; therefore has thy servant found 
in his heart, to pray this prayer unto thee. David 
well knew, as every believer does, that the pro- 
mises of God are not fulfilled by praying j but 
when we believe, then, we pray for those things 
which God hath promised. And notwithstanding 
the unchangeable decree of election, it is our 
duty as believers to pray, not only for the man- 
ifestation of the salvation of God to ourselves, but 
for the salvation of our fellow sinners at large, 
with a due restriction for, and under a duesubmis- 
sionto the will, the purpose,and the wisdom of God. 
Here brotherly love has its full scope j yet with 
a proper reserve for the unerring wilt and 
sovereign pleasure of God. 
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What is that grand, that awful name, 
Whose blazing glories round us flame ? 
Who can his mighty works rehearse, 
That spake — and built the universe. 

Not all created power combined, 
Can fully grasp the Eternal mind 
Nor all creations' ample field 
Can e'er his least resemblance find. 

Not Gabriel's tongue his fame can tell ; 
His ways are quite unsearchable; 
Such are the beauties of his face, 
None can his full perfection trace. 

His presence fills both space and time : 
His knowledge reaches every clime : 
His wisdom guards and guides the whole, 
From nature's centre to the pole* 

Where, then, that arm dare him resist ? 
He holds creation in his fist ; 
His simple word the whole sustains, 
And over all supremely reigns. 

Know you, ye saints, this wond'rous name, 
Whose glories heaven and earth proclaim ? 
Who I— What is he?— O strange to tell! 
*Tis our beloved ImmanueV. 
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This great First, Last, Beginning, End, 
No strength of thought can comprehend ; 
In wonder lost, we'll then adore . 
That name which angels can't explore. 



TO THE BLESSED SPIRIT- 



Holy Ghost, dispel oar sadness, 
Pierce the clouds of sinful night; 
Come, thou source of sweetest gladness, 
Breathe thy life, and spread thy light ! 

From that height which knows no measure 
As a gracious shower descend ; 
Bringing down the richest treasure 
Man can wish, or God can send. 

Come, thou best of all donations 
God can give, or we implore ; 
Having thy sweet consolations, 
We need wish for nothing more. 

Come with unction and with power : 
On our souls thy graces shower ; 
Author of the new creation, 
Make our hearts thy habitation. 
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What is that grand, that awful name, 
Whose blazing glories round us flame? 
Who can his mighty works rehearse, 
That spake — and built the universe. 

Not all created power combined, 
Can fully grasp the Eternal mind 
Nor all creations' ample field 
Can e'er his least resemblance find. 

Not Gabriel's tongue his fame can tell ; 
His ways are quite unsearchable; 
Such are the beauties of his face, 
None can his full perfection trace. 

His presence fills both space and time : 
His knowledge reaches every clime : 
His wisdom guards and guides the whole, 
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In wonder lost, we'll then adore . 
That name which angels can't explore. 



TO THE BLESSED SPIRIT- 



Holy Ghost, dispel oar sadness, 
Pierce the clouds of sinful night $ 
Come, thou source of sweetest gladness, 
Breathe thy life, and spread thy light ! 

From that height which knows no measure 
As a gracious shower descend ; 
Bringing down the richest treasure 
Man can wish, or God can send* 

Come, thou best of all donations 
God can give, or we implore ; 
Having thy sweet consolations, 
We need wish for nothing more. 

Come with unction and with power : 
On our souls thy graces shower ; 
Author of the new creation. 
Make our hearts thy habitation. 
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Known to Thee are all recesses 
Of the earth and spreading skies; 
Every sand the shore possesses, 
Thy omniscient mind descries. 

Manifest thy love for ever, 

Fence us in on every side j 

In distress be our reliever, 

Guard and teach, support and guide, 

Let thy kind effectual grace 
Turn our feet from evil ways ; 
Shew thyself our new Creator, 
And conform us to thy nature. 

Be our friend on each occasion, 
God, omnipotent to save 1 
When we die, be our salvation ; 
When we're burled, be our grave. 

And when from the grave we rise, 
Take us up above the skies : 
Seat us with thy saints In glory, 
There for ever to adore Thee* 
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My soul canst thou no higher rise, 
To meet thy God, than this ? 
Yet Lord accept my sacrifice, 
Defective as it is* 

Give me thyself, the only good, 
And ever with me stay; 
Whose faithful mercies are renewed 
With each returning day. 

Ah guide me with a Father's eye, 
Nor from my soul depart ; 
But let the day-star from on high, 
Illuminate my heart. 

This day preserve me without sin, 
Protected in thy ways ; 
And hear me while 1 usher in 
The welcome morn with praise* 

Far as the east from west remove 
Each earthly vain desire; 
And raise me on the wings of love — 
O raise me daily hgher ? 



NIGHT HYMN. 



Omnipresent God, whose aid 
No one ever asked in vain ; 
Be this night about my bed— 
Every evil thought restrain. 

Lay thy hand upon my soul, 
Guard of my unguarded hours : 
All my enemies control — 
Hell, and earth, and nature's powers. 

Under thy protection take — 
Songs in the night season give : 
Let me sleep to thee, and wake; 
Let me die to thee and live. 



A Course of Family 'Prayer 



FOB 

EACH DAT IN THE WEEK. 



" Where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them.**. . Mat. xviii. 30. 

" Praying in the Holy Ghost.". . Judb 30. 

*' And the smote of the incense, which came up with 
the Prayers of the Saints, ascended op before God, 
out of the angel's hand.", . Rev. viii. 4. 



SUNDAY MORNING. 
(Collect before reading the Scripture.) 

Through the riches of thy mercy, and 
by the power of thy sustaining goodness, 
we are brought in safety to see the light 
of another day, even the light of a new 
Lord's day, the best of dfcyi, the type of 
that glorious rest which rtttwineth for the 
people of God. Lord, send forth, and send 
<lown thy Holy Spirit into our hearts, and 
make thy sabbath a sabbath-day indeed 
to each of our souls; a day of spiritual 
improvement, heavenly cotv^Wvs^ 
c 
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near communion with thee ; O satisfy us 
with thy mercy, and that right soon ; so 
shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of 
our lives. Lift up the light of thy counte- 
nance upon us at this time; bless us to 
all the means of grace, whether public or 
private, in the use of which we wait for 
thy salvation : O let them not be as wells 
without water, but make them channels 
of divine influence, and effectual to the 
end for which thou hast appointed them* 
We desire to begin the Lord's day with 
the Lord, and to hallow it by the word of 
God and by prayer. Enable us, O thou 
Father of mercies, to keep it holy unto 
thee, and to enjoy saving communion with 
thee, for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

(Here let the family raise from their 
supplicating posture, and all being seated, 
let a select portion of Holy Scripture be 
read ; which ended, an hymn or psalm may 
be sung: after which the. master of the 
family may conclude as follows,either stand- 
ing or kneeling,) Let us pray: — 

OUR Fatbft which art in heaven ; hal- 
lowed be thy name* Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in hea- 
ven. Give us this day our daily bread ; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we for- 
give them that trespass against us. And 
*d us not into temptation \ but deliver 
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us from evil: for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

We thank thee, gracious God, for the 
return of the morning light, and for caus- 
ing the day-spring to know its time and 
place. O may the day-star from on high 
visit our benighted souls; and may that 
Saviour, who is the bright and morning 
star, arise and shine within us with heal- 
ing in his wings; glory be to thy good- 
ness, that the light we see is the Lord's; 
that this is the day which thou hast made 
for thyself, and set apart for thy name. 
May this sabbath -day be an high day to 
our souls ; a day of spiritual feasting and 
heavenly joy ; bring us, O blessed Spirit, 
into thy banquetting house, and let thy 
banner over us be love. Blessed be thy 
name, that we see so many of the days of 
the Son of Man ; that we enjoy so many 
precious opportunities of worshipping thee 
in the beauty of holiness, and of paying 
our vows unto thee publicly, in the pre- 
sence of thy people. Maftpe be in the 
Spirit on the Lord's day; and calf the 
sabbath a delight, holy of the Lord and 
honourable. May we cease from our own 
works, as God on the seventh day ceased 
from his : and abound only iu U\& hns$&. 
of the Lord. EspeclaW^ tu&e W. V* ^ ^ 



32 



A COURSE OF FAMILY P RAVER. 



sabbath of rest from sin, and a sabbath 
of rest in God, We are, indeed! utterly 
unworthy of the honour, and unable for 
the work of a fellowship with the Father, 
and with his Son Jesus Christ ; but we 
come unto thee, O blessed Lamb of God, 
in thy own adorable name, who alone art 
worthy) and depend on the strength and 
supply of thy good Spirit, to work all 
our works in us, and to ordain peace 
or us, Bless all thy ministering servants 
throughout the whole world : may they 
obtain mercy of the Lord to be faithful, 
faithful to thee, faithful to truth, and 
faithful to the souls entrusted to their 
care. Particularly vouchsafe to be with 
all those who are this day to stand up in 
thy name, and preach the gospel of thy 
grace. May they be mighty through 
thee, to convince the unconvinced, to 
convert the unconverted, to heal them 
that are of a contrite heart, and to build 
up believers on their most holy faith. 
Enable them to preach thy truths with 
power, andlmith the Holy Ghost sent 
down from heaven : thou thyself graci- 
ously working with them, and confirming 
the work with signs following. Be in the 
midst of all thy worshipping people, who 
shall assemble in thy name to-day. Have 
*vercy on those who shall be unwillingly 
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detained from thy house by sickness, or 
any other providential impediment; com- 
fort them in secret, sanctify their absence 
by granting them much of thy inward pre- 
sence. Let them that tarry at home di- 
vide the spoil ; and, as they are excluded 
from the stream, give them to drink the 
deeper at the fountain head. Lord, assist 
us, thy unworthy servants, in the religious 
services of this day. Make us joyful in thy 
house of prayer ; when we wait upon thee 
for a renewal of our strength, may we 
find our strength indeed renewed : may 
we inwardly experience the grace of the 
means, while we attend on the means 
of grace ; and enjoy a saving intercourse 
with the God of ordinance, in frequent- 
ing the ordinances of God. Vouchsafe to 
take us and ours into thy gracious protec- 
tion. Bless and preserve us in our going 
out and coming in. Support and strength- 
en, direct and guard us; pardon our in- 
numerable sins and depravity of our na- 
ture, and the offences oL«r lives; and 
sanctify us to thyself a^pfcfiligr^people, 
zealous of good works, and seal us thine 
in body, soul, and spirit, to the day of the 
Lord Jesus. This day, gracious Lord, 
keep us in thy fear; let us not find our 
own pleasure, nor do out oww 
2 c 
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speak our own words ; but lire entirely to 
thee, converse with thee, know more of 
thee, and grow up into a greater fitness 
for thy kingdom and glory* All we beg, 
O gracious Father, is for thy mercy s 
sake, in Jesus Christ our Saviour: for 
whom we bless thee, and to whom, with 
thyself and the Holy Ghost, we desire to 
ascribe all might, majesty, and praise, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lord bless us and keep us ; the 
Lord make his face to shine upon us and 
be gracious to us, and give us peace, this 
day and evermore. Amen* 

DISCOURSE 
For the Lord's Day Morning. 

Confession of sin is a fruit of re- 

pentance. When we find And own our- 
selves guilty before God, it is a sign the 
mind recoils and is grieved at what it has 
done; and tfeere never was true repentance 
within, wj£jgBl external confession ; since 
out of the 'abundance of the heart, the 
mouth speaketh ; and as with the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness, so with 
the mouth confession is made unto salva- 
tion ; a confession and abasement of our- 
tlves before God who sees in secret. 
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How sweet then to the contrite and 
truly penitent sinner, is the sound of the 
gospel trumpet, which brings with it, a 
proclamation of peace to those who are 
ready to perish, who are outcast in their 
own esteem, humbled and self emptied. 
The gospel carries the word of salvation to 
them, and them only, who are broken in 
heart, and whom the law like a merciless 
invader, sets upon, strips them, wounds 
them, and leaves them half dead ; like the 
good Samaritan, the gospel speaks peace, 
binding their wounds, clothes them, takes 
care of then?, and saves them to the end ; 
and all at free cost* Blessed be God, whether 
the doctrines of grace be exhibited before 
a court or a cottage, they are so clear 
and explicit, that he who runs may read, 
and the wayfaring man, the person who is 
travelling to heaven under the influence of 
effectual grace, though a fool in point of 
natural genius, apd acquired attainments, 
shall not err therein. And not only are 
the doctrines of Christ plain and express, 
but his gracious promise»jdio are faithful, 
certain and inviolable to every believing, 
repenting, praying sinner, to all self-re 
nouncing grace depending people. These 
cannot mistake : they shall find in Christ 
the pardon, the justification, the holiness* 
and ultimately the heavexk\\wj 
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What abundant reason has the contrite 
soul to be thankful, even in the darkest 
seasons, for the Lord is gracious, and in- 
variably so, even when he seems to hide 
his face, and when he afflicts his people. 
When unbelief says, Thy sins are too ma- 
ny and great for pardon, when Satan tells 
the believer, that he will perish, and finally 
fall from God, this will be his reply, His 
mercy endureth for ever. Mercy which 
does not ebb and flow like our faith in its 
views of it ; but is eternal 

It is not the bare knowledge but the ex- 
perience of the promises, and the applica- 
tion of them to our hearts, that will satisfy 
us if we are really taught of God. They 
whose hearts God hath turned, can never be 
truly content with a general knowledge of 
divine things; they wish not only to be 
acquainted with the gospel of grace, but to 
have that grace applied to themselves in 
particular — to have the promises made good 
to them, and to have the comfortable dec- 
larations of mercy set home to their souls 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

For without a work of grace upon the 
heart in this life, no sinner can possibly 
reign with God in the life to come : there- 
fore, the great point is to know, that the 
work of grace is begun upon our hearts, 
and this can only be known, Y>u\. \\\\w^Vv 
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the influences of the Holy Spirit bearing 
witness with or to our spirits, that we 
are the children of God, by election, by 
covenant agreement, by redemption, and 
regeneration. Let it never be forgotten, if 
children, then heirs, for we are not born to 
inherit nothing, but have a covenant right 
to the riches of our Heavenly Father ; yes, 
he himself is our inheritance. Heirs with 
God in his love, grace, providence and 
glory, as also joint heirs with Christ of all 
the riches of eternity. 

Wherewith, O Lord, shall I draw near, 
Or bow myself before thy face ? 
How in thy purer eyes appear? 
What shall 1 bring, to gain thy grace ? 

Will gifts delight the Lord most high ? 
Witt multiplied oblations please ? 
Thousands of rams his favour buy, 
Or slaughtered hecatombs appease ? 

What can assuage the wrath of God ? 
What can wash out my guilty stains ? 



What have I then, wherein to trust ? 
I nothing havp, I nothing am ; 
Excluded is my every boast, 
My glory swallowed Vci &&\£A«* 




Alas ! they all must flow in vain. 



38 A COURSE OF FAMILY PRAYER. 



Guilty I stand before thy face ; 
My sole desert is hell and wrath : 
'Twere just the sentence should take 
place, 

But, O ! I plead my Saviour's death ! 

SUNDAY EVENING. 
(Collect before reading the Scripture. 

Meceive us graciously, O thou God 
of all mercy, though we be not cleansed 
according to the purification of the sanc- 
tuary; we trust we can say, that our 
whole dependance is fixed on him, on 
that ever blessed Mediator between God 
and man, in whom thou hast declared thy- 
self well pleased. Vouchsafe to cloath 
us with his righteousness, and to sprinkle 
both our hearts and our performances 
with his precious blood, which speaketh 
better things than that of Abel. Smile 
upon us, and be gracious to us, in this our 
private audience 1 may our petitions be 
received with . favour at the throne of 
grace, and may an answer of peace be 
sealed in our hearts. In this, and all 
other of our doings, may we be enabled 
to look unto thee for a blessing, and to 
receive the blessing at thy hand,, through 
f esas Christ our Saviour. 
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(After reading and singing, add) 
Our Father, fyc. 

O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee 
shall all flesh tome. Thou art the Lord, 
by whom we escape death, and enjoy all 
things pertaining to life and godliness. 
Thine we are, and thee we ought to serve. 
Thou hast holden us up ever since we were 
born ; may our praise be always of thee. 
We thank thee for thy care over us, and 
thy favour towards us this day, both in a 
way of providence and in a way of grace. 
Less than the least of all thy mercies, we 
are continually favoured with the greatest; 
we who deserve justly to be forsaken of 
thee, and to be cast out of the sight of 
thine eyes, are yet spared hitherto to be 
monuments of thy goodness and of that 
love which passeth knowledge. Dearest 
Father, impress our hearts with a lively 
and lasting sense of what thou hast done 
for us ; and do thou crown all by working 
in us that which is well pleasing in thy 
sight. Give us unfeigned repentance to- 
ward God, and saving faith in the- Lord 
Jesus Christ. Sprinkle us with his precious 
blood from all the guilt of our sins, both ori- 
ginal and actuat ; cloath us with his righte- 
ousness unto justification; and grant us 
that sanctification of thy S$\t\t, V\N\s»>^ 
which no man can see \\\e \j*yt&„— fcfe- 
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sire to be humbled in thy glorious pre- 
sence for the sins of this day ; for the 
iniquity of our holy things ; for our short- 
comings, and our misdoings. Surely all 
our personal righteousnesses are as filthy 
rags in the eyes of thine infinite holiness ; 
and our best performances, if brought to 
the test of thy law, would but add to our 
condemnation, and enhance our punish- 
ment. But thou art a God gracious and 
merciful, keeping mercy for thousands, 
forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin, 
through the ransom thou hast found, and 
the Lamb which thou hast provided for 
a burnt-offering. Give us to see that our 
guilt was transferred to him ; that his obe- 
dience is imputed to us ; and that we are, 
through grace, interested in all the bless- 
ings of the everlasting covenant. To the 
care and protection of thy Almighty pro- 
vidence would we humbly commend our* 
selves this night. Take charge of us and 
ours, O thou keeper of Israel, who never 
slumberest nor sleepest, watch over us for 
good. When We sleep, let our hearts 
waken and our souls lie open to the influ- 
ence of thy blessed Spirit; keep us with- 
out sin, by the power of thy grace* If 
we have received any spiritual improve- 
ment to-day. Lord grant that it may 
abide with us and increase vT\v\v ever 
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more and more. Let it not be sis the 
morning dew, that quickly passes away; 
but fasten thy word upon our hearts, as a 
nail in a sure place. Cherish every mo- 
tion of thy good Spirit; begin the work 
of grace where it is not yet begun; and 
carry it on with power, where it is. May 
our penitence be deep and lasting : may 
our faith be strong, lively, and fervent : 
and build us up into lively habitations of 
thee the living God. Sanctify and seal us 
thine, in body, soul, and spirit. Sprinkle, 
according to thy own most gracious pro- 
mise, clean water upon us, that we may 
be clean : from all our fihhiness, and 
from all our idols, do thou cleanse us ; 
a new heart also do thou give unto us, 
and a new spirit do thou put within us : 
take, O take away the stony heart out of 
our flesh, and give us hearts of flesh : put 
thy Spirit within us, and cause us to walk 
in thy statutes, and to keep thy judgmeuts 
and do them. May we, from principles 
of faith in thee, and love to thee, be care- 
ful to maintain good works ; and go on 
from strength to strength, until we are 
called to appear before the God of gods 
in Sion, there to celebrate that never- 
ending sabbath, which angels and arch- 
angels, with the spirit of yw\ tuw\ traita. 

D 



•12 A CpURSB OF FAMILY PRAYER. 

perfect, are now enjoying before the 
throne. With them may we see thee as 
thou art; with them, may we cast our 
crowns before thee, and sing the praises 
of the great Three-one; of the Father who 
loved us, of the Son who washed us from 
our sins in his own blood, and of the eter- 
nal Spirit who sanctified us by his grace, 
and preserved us to the day of Christ. 
Whatever we ask, we ask it at thy hand, 
for the merits sake of thy dear Son, our 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

The Lord bless us and keep us, &c. 



DISCOURSE 
For the Lord's Day Evening. 

EVER do the mercy and goodness of 
God appear in a more striking view than 
when contrasted with our unworthiness and 
ingratitude. Every favour calls for thank- 
fulness ; but accumulated favours inces- 
santly heaped on the ill and hell-deserving, 
exceed all power of acknowledgment, es- 
pecially in the astonishing riches of divine 
grace, as manifested in the election, re* 
demption, and effectual vocation of the 
people of God. 

Let us never then lose sight of a grand 
scriptural truth; that in coi\se<\uence of 
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the covenant of redemption, the eternal 
Son did by virtue of his Father will, and 
of his own, stood forth as the avowed, 
and the allowed pay master of his elect 
Israel; that he sustained, or represented, 
and to this very hour represents their 
persons at the tribunal of divine justice ; 
that their sius were so imputed to him, 
as to render him in their stead, the real 
debtor unto God ; that he actually and 
totally payed off the last of their dreadful 
debt, when he bowed his sacred head in 
death; that he received his visible dis- 
charge from all his faithful engagements, 
when he quitted the tomb on the third 
day ; that the whole body of God's elect 
for whom his humiliation was endured, 
were theti summarily and virtually justi- 
fied in him, and their debts openly can- 
celled; that he ascended into heaven as 
their forerunner, and ever lives to make 
intercession for them, until their whole 
number is completely gathered home to 
glory. This is not a chain of abstract 
speculations and metaphysical truths, but 
realities of the highest importance* Strike 
them from the Christian creed, and the 
gospel evaporates, into little more than 
an empty sound. 

The merits of Christ is like the vail 
of the temple, that sctttt&t& >X\*. 
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parts thereof, from the holy of holies, 
and faith draws the vail, that lays hold on 
the Redeemer's merits, and make them 
our own. Being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God, through our union with 
the Lord Jesus 

It is a remarkable portion of Holy writ, 
that Christ was made sin for us who knew 
no sin, that we might be made the righ- 
teousness of God in him. Observe, the 
words, our righteousness is in him, not in 
ourselves. The imputed righteousness of 
the Son of God is made ours, and not only 
imputed, but imparted. Could we have 
been perfect without him, he might have 
spared his labour of love, and need not 
have died. But that righteousness which 
renders us acceptable in the sight of God, 
is not our own, but his. Neither root, nor 
fruit, is ours, neither inward, nor outward 
holiness. It is all his, and he who hath 
begun a good work in us, will finish it, 
and preserve us, till he appears the second 
time and we appear with him, without sin 
to salvation. 

The believer in his road to the heavenly 
Canaan has the witness within himself, 
having redemption in the blood of Christ, 
even the forgiveness of his sins, and is ac- 
7oitted of God. 

The Spirit of God ascertains our adop- 
m and regeneration, by his gcacww&VnA- 
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ings and by his witnessing presence* The 
former are common to all the saints, and 
the latter is peculiar to those only who are 
blest with the assurance of faith ; for as 
many as ate led by the Spirit of God, they 
are the sons of God, proved to be so. He 
leads us to the blood of Christ for pardon — 
to the righteousness of Christ for justifica- 
tion, to the promises for comfort, and to 
God and Christ for holiness and eternal life. 
For as the apostle says, ye have not receiv- 
ed the spirit of bondage again to fear, but 
have received the spirit of adoption, where- 
by we cry Abba Father. The Spirit acts 
as a spirit of fear, when he convinces the 
soul of sin, and of its natural bondage to 
iniquity, and to the threatenings of the 
law. Then he acts as the Spirit of adop- 
tion, testifying of our Sonship, and causing 
us to look upon God, as our Father in 
Christ. This is what our church means, by 
the comfort of the Holy Ghost. 

But there is still a higher degree of 
spiritual rejoicing, to which some believers 
are exalted, namely, the unclouded evi- 
dence of Sonship, arising from the full, 
clear, immediate witness of the Spirit. 

If we enjoy the sweet assurance of his 
presence within, let us rejoice in his holy 
comfort. But if we have not 
D 2 
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ance, let us not be discouraged. God has 
a numerous family ; his sons and daugh- 
ters are innumerable, for who can count 
the dust of Jacob, or the number of the 
fourth part of Israel, and in so large a fa- 
mily, some are weak and others strong. 
Nevertheless covet earnestly the best gifts, 
and walk as becomes the heirs of God, 
joint heirs with Christ and receivers of the 
Spirit. 

Jesus the Lamb of God, hath bled ; 
He bore my sins upon the tree : 
Beneath my curse he bow'd his head ; 
Tis finished— he hath died for me. 

For me, I now believe he died ; 
He made my ev'ry crime his own ; 
Fully for me, he satisfy'd : 
Father, well pleased, behold thy Son. 

See where before the throne he stands, 
And pours the all availing pray'r ; 
Points to his side, and lifts his hands, 
And shews that I am graven there. 

He ever lives, for me to pray ; 
He prays, that I with him may reign : 
Amen to what my Lord doth say, 
Jesus, thou canst not pray in vain. 
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MONDAY MORNING. 
(Collect befort reacting the Scripture.) 

Open our eyes, O Lord, that we may 
discern the wonders of thy law, and re- 
joice our hearts with the knowledge of 
thy love. Take away our iniquities, and 
receive us graciously. Be light to our 
darkness, wisdom to our folly, and mani- 
fest thy strength in our weakness. Re- 
member us according to the favour which 
thou bearest to thy own people : stir us 
up to seek thy face, and to lay hold on 
thy covenant; and make us to find that 
it is indeed good for us to draw nigh unto 
thee, and to wait upon thee, in and through 
the name and ments of Jesus Christ, our 
only Mediator and Advocate. 

(The scripture being read, and a psalm 
sung, add as follows,) 

Our Father, Sfe. 

Gracious and glorious Lord, the eyes of 
all wait upon thee : thou art the hope of all 
the ends of the earth. In thee, we live and 
move, and have our being : thou givest us 
life, and breath, and all things. Still thou 
takest care of us and watchest over us i 
even in the hours of s\ee\>, viWw w*- 
unable to care for oursdves* KsA ws&- 
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cies are daily renewed : thy goodness is 
repeated every morning: yea, every mo- 
ment dost thou give us fresh occasion of 
praise and thanksgiving. Blessed be thy 
name for the peace, rest, and safety of the 
night past* Enable us in the strength of 
thy grace and of thy gifts, to love thee 
truly, to serve thee faithfully, and to depend 
on thee without wavering. Ia all our ways 
may we acknowledge thee ; and be thou 
graciously pleased to establish our goings, 
and to direct our path* We desire to put 
ourselves under thy gracious conduct and 
thy fatherly protection. We beg thy hea- 
venly guidance, blessing, and assistance of 
thy good Spirit, to choose our inheritance 
for us, and to dispose of us,, and all that 
concerns us, to the glory of thy great 
name. O Lord withdraw not thy tender 
mercies from us, neither shut up thy lov- 
ing-kindness in displeasure. Though we 
deserve to lose thy favour and thy pre- 
sence, yet grant us the comfort of thy help, 
and the joy of thy salvation, and uphold 
us with thy free Spirit. Punish not our 
past offences, by leaving us to ourselves, 
and giving us up to the dominion of our 
sins ; but give us penitent hearts for all 
the evil committed by us, and thy merciful 
discharge from all the guilt that lies upon 
us. And grant us, O good Iioid, v:o\y. 
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fortable sense and apprehension of thy free 
acceptance of us, and of thy gracious in- 
tentions towards us, in the Son of thy love, 
the lover of our souls ; that our hearts may 
bless thy holy name— Lord keep us from 
sin this day* Subdue, as well as pardon 
our iniquities : and herein may we exercise 
ourselves, to have always a conscience void 
of offence, both towards God and towards 
man.— Whilst upon earth, grant us a due 
supply of all things needful for us in the 
bouse of our pilgrimage. Sanctify to us 
our enjoymeiits and our employments, 
our comforts and our crosses ; every condi- 
tion we are to be in, and every event that 
shall befal us. Enable us to live to thy; 
honour and glory: and make us to pass 
through things temporal, as neither to lose 
nor forget the things eternal. If thou en- 
lighten us not, we shall run into error; if 
thou prevent not, we shall relapse into sin ; 
if thou preserve us not, we shall fall into 
dangers. O let thy good providence be 
our defence and security; and thy Holy 
Spirit be our comforter, guide, and coun- 
selled, in aU our ways, until, through the 
merits of thy Son, and the multitude of 
thy mercies, we are called away, to be for 
ever with the Lord. Amen. 
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DISCOURSE 

For Monday Morning. 

The apostle Paul says, God hath made 
Christ, who knew no sin, to be sin for us. 
Clearly given us to understand, that as 
during the Levitical dispensation, an un- 
blemished and undefective animal was by 
divine command to be sacrificed at stated 
seasons ; and as that substitutionary victim 
was supposed to represent the persons, and 
to suffer death in the stead of sinners them- 
selves; yea, was slaughtered under the 
idea of its being sin, guilt and wickedness 
itself. So our blessed Lord Jesus, though 
in himself infinitely remote from all possi- 
ble defilement and transgression, was sub- 
stituted to bear the sins, the sorrows, and 
the pains due to offending men ; and 
graciously took our utmost iniquities on 
himself, in order to his being a sacrifice 
for them. Just as the legal victims were 
first charged with sins, and then slain for 
the sins with which they were charged. 

But let it be carefully noticed, God 
placed our sins to Christ's account, or 
imputed them to him, in such a manner, 
that they legally became his otvn sins, by 
virtue of that imputation, though not one 
of them was committed by \\vKtae\t« 
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the seventy-ninth psalm, the great Media- 
tor thus addresses his Father. " What I did 
not take away, I will then restore, that is, 
when I assume man's nature, I will satisfy 
for offences not personally my own." He 
then says, "O God thou art acquainted 
even with my folly, and my guilts are not 
concealed from thee/' As if he had said, 
'•'It is trueO my Father that as the bonds- 
man of my mystic body, I am loaded with 
their sins, and must atone, not only for their 
crimes, bat their/o//tes also. I must make 
amends for every idle word which my people 
speak, and for every vain thought that 
passes through their hearts ; but thou 
knowest that not one of these transgressions 
is my own, any other way, than by voluntary 
susception on my own part ; and by fede- 
ral imputation on thine ; I have neither sin 
nor folly of my own to expiate. It is only 
in my representative character, that I can 
be considered as a sinner, and in satisfying 
the demands of thy perfectly just and holy 
law, I shall restore what I myself did not 
take away. Nevertheless viewed as the 
surety of my insolvent people, their follies, 
and their transgressions, are become mine, 
and shall be atoned for to the very last 
mite." Thus Christ is represented as say- 
ing, " my sins take sucV\ V\oV\ c& 
1 am una bled to \oo\&aTovm&rcvfc\ <^ 
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more in number than the hairs of my head, 
and my heart hath failed me/' Thus the 
Captain of our Salvation in bringing many 
sons to glory, became incarnate, assumed 
a created nature, was for a little while made 
lower than the angels, that he might suffer 
and die, for each ef the many sons whom 
God had given him, and whom he had en- 
gaged to redeem. O Lord my God, great 
are the wondrous works which thou hast 
done, who can compute the length, the 
breadth, the depth, the height, the number 
and the value of the acts of grace, bestowed 
upon us, they cannot be told, they transcend 
all comprehension, add calculation. 

Let us consider then more and more, the 
high priest of our profession, and openly 
profess, confess, and acknowledge him in 
the face of an opposing world. To him 
confess our guilt, as the priest under the 
law, confessed the iniquities over the head 
of the scape goat. To be thankful to him 
for his great humility, for his perfect righ- 
teousness, for his complete propitiation, for 
his perpetual intercession, and for the 
whole of his redeeming grace. We are all 
members of one spiritual family set apart 
from the rest of the world, and equally 
chosen of God,equally born of him in re- 
generation, and equally entitled through 
Christ to the inheritance incotm^taYtAwit . 
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Let us who are the Lord's redeemed 
ones, believing, repenting, praying people, 
draw nigh to the throne of grace, present 
our petitions both in public and in private, 
to the God who loves us, to the Saviour who 
died for us, and to the Holy Spirit that 
convinced us of our lost estate, let us draw 
near' in the full assurance of faith, and with 
certain persuasion of obtaining every bles- 
sing after which we seek. 

I sing to thee, thou Son of God, 
Channel of life and grace 1 
I praise thee, Son of Man, whose blood, 
Redeemed the chosen race. 

Thee I acknowledge God and Lord, 
Begot e'er time began : 
Thou art by heav'n and earth ador'd, 
Worthy o'er both to reign. 

Thy kingdom thou hast open'd wide, 
To all who shall believe : 
Thy wounded hands, and feet, and side, 
. To sinners entrance give. 

Among their number, I presume 
To sing thy precious blood : 
Reign here, and in the world to come, 
Thou Holy Lamb of God* 

B 
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MONDAY EVENING. 

("Collect before reading the Scripture.) 

TEACH us, O Lord, the way of thy sta- 
tutes, and make as keep them unto the end. 
Incline our hearts to thy testimonies, and 
cause us to go in the path of thy command- 
ments, for therein is our desire. May the 
law of thy mouth be dearer unto us than 
thousands of gold and silver; and let thy 
Holy Spirit accompany thy word with 
saving power to our souls, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(After reading and singing, add) 

Our Father j &c. 

Infinitely great and infinitely graci- 
ous God, thy glory exceeds our utmost 
thoughts, and thy mercies are over all thy 
works. We, thy sinful creatures, have par- 
ticular reason to admire and adore, not 
only thy patience which bears with us, 
notwithstanding all that we have done 
against thee, but likewise thy never-ceas- 
ing bounty, by which our comforts are 
continued, and our wants supplied. We 
desire to approach thee as our kind and 
merciful Father in Jesus Christ: humbly 
beseeching thee to wash away our sins in 
his most precious blood, and to give us a 
sufficient measure of thy grace fcu&HoVj 
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Spirit to enable us against them.* Thou 
didst create man, O Lord* after thy own 
blessed image; but we have destroyed 
ourselves and come short of thy glory: the 
crown is fallen from our heads, and wpe 
unto us, for we are sinners both by nature 
and by practice: justly mightest thou 
swear iu thy wrath, that we shall not enter 
into thy rest. Yet suffer us and enable us 
to plead in faith thy gracious promise, that 
whomsoever trusteth in the Saviour thou 
hast provided, and come unto thee by 
him, shall never perish, nor fall into con* 
demnation, but have everlasting life for 
his sake, Lord, we would believe : O help 
our unbelief ! and work in us that unfeign- 
ed repentance towards God, and that right 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, that we may 
be of the number of them that do indeed 
repent and believe to the saving of the 
soul. Save us, O good Lord, from our sin- 
ful selves I and from the love of the pre* 
sent evil world, and from every thing that 
opposes thy grace, and tends to hurt our 
souls. Stabhsh us in thy love ; strengthen 
us to perform thy will ; and settle our faith 
on Christ, the rock of ages. To thy 
mercy in him we would humbly commit 
ourselves this night. Be our sun to en- 
lighten us, be our shield to tafexA 
Gnat us, if it please t\ite»TOX *A \*A^<> 
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and peace of mind. Let the voice of joy, 
health, and safety, be heard in our dwell- 
ings : make our walls salvation, and our 
gates praise. Comfort all who want the 
comforts we enjoy ; and grant suitable sup- 
plies of mercy, both spiritual and tempo- 
ral, to all the afflicted, wheresoever they 
are, and howsoever tried. — Remember, 
with the favour that thou bearest to thy 
people, all our absent friends and rela- 
tions : be thou a friend to them, and may 
they stand in a covenant relation to thee. 
Make them and us such as thou wouldest 
have lis, and as such as thou wilt accept 
of in Christ Jesus, here to thy gracious 
favour, and hereafter to thy glorious 
kingdom. Hear us, O God of the spirits 
of all flesh! Hear us in behalf of our- 
selves and others; hear others, in behalf 
of themselves and us; and convert those 
who pray neither for others nor them- 
selves. * Above all, hear the Son of thy 
love, the lover of our souls, who inter- 
cedes, we trust, for us, at thy right hand. 
For him, and to him, with thyself, and the 
blessed Spirit, enable us to* ascribe ever- 
lasting praise and glory. Amen. 
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DISCOURSE 

For Monday Evening, 

has been asserted tbat the imputation 
of our sins to the Son of God, clashes with 
the unerring rectitude of the Divine esti- 
mation* and with the inviolable holiness of 
Christ. 

It cannot with the unerring rectitude, for 
the Father does not merely suppose th&t hu- 
man guilt was transferred to Jesus, but he 
knows that it was so ; and that this transfer 
was as real and as positive a thing as ihe 
existence of any other fact whatever. Our 
adorable Surety actually came bound for 
the original debtor, and took upon himself 
the payment of the whole sum ; and q)l 
this with the approbation and consent of 
the supreme creditor, consequently the 
translation of our debts to Jesus is not 
imaginary, but an absolute and valid trans- 
action. By the legal exchange of persons 
between Christ and us, our sins, were truly 
his, else he never would have paid them as 
such j and his righteousness becomes truly 
ours, else we could not be justified by it. 
We know that the judgment of God is al- 
ways according to truth ; nor are we so 
foolish and profane as to imagine, Vfo»k ^ 
was our blessed Lord viV\o sunckAl W^ns&^> 
b 3 



58 



A COURSE OF FAMILY PRAYER* 



Lot, or David ; or that he who is in- 
finitely holy, harm less j and undefiled, ever 
was or can be considered by the Father, as 
the actual perpretalor of those sins, which 
have been, or may hereafter be committed 
by his people. The contention is, that in 
order to redeem us from the curse denoun- 
ced by the law, against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, it was necessary 
that Christ should, through the previous 
imputation of that ungodliness and unrigh- 
teousness to him, be made a curse for us ; 
and the whole inviolable sanctity of our Lord, 
either as God or man, remained the same. 

Amidst all the pressure of those num- 
berless sins which were charged on thy 
blameless head, and for which thou wert 
numbered with transgressors, and didst 
pour out thy soul unto death ; Thou didst 
continue essentially and absolutely holy, 
O thou worship of Israel, and did offer thy- 
self without spot unto God, And it was 
this very circumstance which next to the 
divinity of thy glorious person* rendered 
thy priesthood and thy sacrifice infinitely ac 
cep table and meritorious, everlastingly avai l- 
able and beyond all computation precious* 

Christ's foederal oneness with his saints, 
made the righteousness he wrought out to 
be considewd as theirs ; he himself com- 
pleted it) and his redeemed ^otAevittax V. 
As the chuTchof England efcpteMesVXJhakJvfc 
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him, and through him every true Christian 
may be called, a fulfiller of the law; inso- 
much as the whole of Christ's active and 
passive obedience, is transferred and impu- 
ted to all that trust in him. Moreover, as 
they have through pace alone, a right 
to, and an interest in the entire merits of 
Christ's sufferings ; so their union with 
him is such, that even the prayers and praises 
offered up by him when on earth, did not 
only redound to the salvation of his people, 
but were often expressive of their state, no 
less than his ; andare frequen tly found to suit 
their lips, as they once suited the lips of 
their blessed Lord. All the redeemed shall 
by faith see and consider Christ, as an hum- 
bled, obeying, crucified Saviour : they shall 
obey him from a principle of love, and trust 
in him as the Lord their righteousness. 
Happy they who thus venture on Christ ; 
they shall never be cast away,their salvation 
is ensured. Storms indeed may arise, and 
contrary winds may blow $ the tempest may 
shake them, but God will not forsake them. 
Tost they may be, but lost they cannot be ; 
they shall every one of them land safely on 
God's holy mountain. 

All glory and praise 
To the Ancient of Days, 
Who was bom and vj^ Aivcv 
To redeem a lost race \ 



60 A COURSE OF FAMILY PRAYER. 



Salvation to God 
Who carried our load, 
And purchased our lives 
By the price of his blood* 

TUESDAY MORNING. 
(Collect before reading the Scripture.) 

Almighty GOD, unto whom all 
hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid, vouchsafe 
at this time to cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spi- 
rit, that we may perfectly love thee, wor- 
thily magnify thy holy name, and offer 
thee a sacrifice in righteousness, accept-, 
able to thy glorious Majesty, in and 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(After reading and singing, add) 

Our Father, 6fc. 

Blessed Lord, thine we are, and thee we 
ought to serve. The obligations of thy 
law, and the endearments of thy love, ren- 
der it our indispensible duty to be resting 
in thy covenant, and to abound in the 
work of the Lord. But alas 1 we are un- 
profitable servants, and worse than unpro- 
fitable ; for we have drank in iniquity like 
water, our provocations against thee are 
increased, and our trespasses pown 
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up into the heavens. We have lived to 
ourselves, instead of living unto him who 
died for us and rose again : we have not 
as we should, glorified thee in our bodies 
and in our spirits, which are thine.— And 
since it is not in man to recover and save 
himself, O enable us to look upon thee, in 
whom alone our help lies. We thank thee 
for laying help upon one that is mighty; 
for committing thy people, and the work 
of their salvation, to the hands of him 
who -hath finished transgression, made re- 
conciliation for the iniquity of them that 
believe, and wrought out and brought in 
an everlasting righteousness for their jus- 
tification. In his name, we come to thy 
throne of grace, hoping to obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in every time of 
need : for his sake we humbly intreat thy 
favour, and the light of thy countenance,* 
begging thee to be reconciled to us, and 
to be at peace with us, as a Father of 
mercies, and a God of consolation. And 
Lord, enable us to walk as becomes those 
upon whom thy name is called. May 
we be followers of Christ, as dear chil- 
dren, and adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour in all things. O circumcise our 
hearts to love the Lord our God; and 
may thy Almighty Spirit so >5wfc\E«H 
of holiness upon out m\tt&s, >\k*X % ^ ^d»b\ 
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be our meat and our drink to do thy will ; 
that we may hate all iniquity, and every 
false way : and resemble the blessed Jesus, 
as our pattern, while we trust in his me- 
rits as our propitiation. Lord, make our 
service acceptable to thee while we live; 
and our souls ready for thee when we 
die. As long as we are in the world, keep 
us frojn the evil of it, and from the snares 
and dangers to which we are continually 
exposed in our passage through it. O 
make our pilgrimage safe and sure through 
all the troubles, changes and temptations 
of this mortal life, to the unchangeable 
glories and felicities of the life everlasting. 
Be merciful to us this day. Keep us in 
all our ways, bless all our lawful under- 
takings, and grant that we may take 
nothing in hand but what is warranted 
by thy word, and agreeable to thy will 
concerning us. Set thy fear before our 
eyes all the day long; and put thy love 
into our hearts, that we may not depart 
from thee. Bless and preserve us in our 
going out and coming in. May the angel 
of thy presence save us from all sin and 
danger. Hear and answer us, O Lord, 
for the sake of him who hath loved and 
redeemed us, even the Lord our righte- 
ousness, to whom be ascribed the king- 
dom, and power, and g\oty. *4men« 
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The blessing of God Almighty, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us, and all 
that belong to us, this day, and evermore. 
Amen. 

DISCOURSE 
For Tuesday Morning. 

Salvation through the righteousness 
and blood of Christ, is the very soul and 
substance both of the law and the prophets. 
The moral law, points us to the Son of 
God, as obeying for our justification ; the 
ceremonial law exhibits the same glorious 
person as dying for our offences. To him 
gave all the prophets witness, that whoso- 
ever believeth in his name shall receive 
forgiveness of sins. 

And not only did the prophets, and the 
faw, and Moses, and Enoch, and Abraham 
testify of Christ, but we also find in those 
precious records, that the Son of God testi- 
fied of himself to our first parents thousands 
of years before his manifestation in the 
flesh. 

Indeed the gospel is not what some mis- 
taken people suppose a new thing, or that 
it took its rise from the birth of Christ. 
The planet which we inhabit was called 
into existence for ages, Yw&vckStaA ^wsw^ 
and consequent fore-ki\OYi\^^ o\ GwcwS* 
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future redemption j a kingdom of glory was 
prepared for bis people from the beginning 
of the world. The covenantscheme, the plan 
of salvation by Christ, is older, yea infinitely 
older, than the creation* It is literally with- 
out date* It is eternal as the Trinity them- 
selves , It knew no beginning, and will have 
no end. 

These gradual displays of Christ have 
reached our time ; and if our eyes were not 
blinded, and we led captive, so as to be in- 
volved in the darkness of error, and bewil- 
dered in its own perversions, we shall 
rejoice in the Divine mysteries, and lay low 
at the Divine footstool in adoring gratitude 
for discriminating grace, and on calling us 
to the knowledge of the truth, while others 
have been left in the darkness of nature. 

Such views as these hide pride from man, 
and give glory to whom it is due; itcauseth 
all human loftiness to be laid low, and the 
Lord alone to be exalted. And not only so, 
they have a necessary and genuine tendency 
not to lead us to despise, and exult over 
our fellow creatures ; nay 3 which is still 
wosse, authorising us to challenge additi- 
onal grace, and final salvation at the hand 
of the high, the holy, and blessed God* 

The believer the longer he lives, the 
more he experiences thai Christ is made unto 
him ivjsdomjttghteousnessjftttA xfctam^wcw 
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He has received the Spirit of truth freely 
bestowed upon him, which is in him a well 
of water bubbling up unto everlasting life ; 
whereby he knows and acknowledges the 
things freely given him of God, confessing 
to the praise and riches of his grace, which 
first went before him with those blessings 
of his goodness bestowed on him in Christ 
Jesus, with all spiritual blessings, in all 
heavenly places and things. 

He anticipates the time when he shall 
drop his clay tenement, and join the ran* 
somed of the Lord, harpingwith their harps 
to the glory of the great Three One, be- 
fore the throne of God, in singing that song 
for ancient covenant mercy, for ever new, 
which they have been singing from the be- 
ginning of the world almost until now, a 
song ever delightful, and ever transporting, 
and which will never end. 

Awake, our gratitude, and sing 
The ascended Saviour's love : 
Sing how he lives to carry on, 
His people's cause above. 

With cries and tears, he offered up 
His humble suit below ; 
But with authority he asks, 
Enthrnn'd in glory now. 
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For all that come to God by him, 
Salvation he demands ; 
Points to their names upon his breast, 
And spreads his wounded hands. 

His sweet atoning sacrifice 
Gives sanction to his claim : 
" Father I will that all my saints 
Be with me where I am." 

Eternal life at his request, 
To every saint is given ; 
Safety below, and after death, 
The plenitude of heaven. 

. Founded on right, thy prayer avails, 
The Father smiles on thee ; 
And now, thou in thy kingdom art, 
Dear Lord, remember me ! 

TUESDAY EVENING. 
( 'Collect before reading the Scripture J 

O) LORD, thou art good unto them that 
wait for thee, and to the soul that seeketh 
thee. We desire, at this time, to wait for 
thee, and to wait upon thee ; and to seek 
thee in the way of thy appointment. Give 
us a token for good, and an answer of peace, 
while we draw near unto tfvse in the 
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name of Jesus Christ, our only Mediator 
and Redeemer. Amen. 

(After reading and singing, add) 

Our Father, 6fc. 

How excellent is thy mercy, O God ! 
and what encouragement dost thou give 
us to put our trust under the shadow of 
thy wings ! thou art the bountiful giver of 
the good that our souls desire, and the 
merciful withholder of the evil that our 
sins deserve. From thee comes alt our 
help ; and in thee make us repose all our 
hope. We acknowledge thy great and 
daily goodness to us ; and our own abso- 
lute unworthiness of the least of all thy 
mercies. We desire to take shame and 
confusion to ourselves, that we have so 
little improved, and so greatly abused, 
thy patience with us, and the various in* 
stances of thy bounty towards us. Thy 
very mercies help to aggravate the heavy 
reckoning of our offences; because we 
have done so much against thee, after all 
the great things thou hast done, and art 
continually doing for us. We would, O 
Lord be penitent and humbled for our 
sins; and intreat thy gracious favour in 
Jesus Christ for the pardon of them. For- 
give us, we pray thee, for his blood and 
righteousness sake; absolve m& Vsws\ ^ 
the evil, of which we staxui %v$\vj \«Sss*fe. 
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thee : and, being justified by faith, grant 
us peace with God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Aud as we pray that thou 
wilt be to us a father of mercies, and a 
God of consolation, so also that thou 
wouldst make us followers of thee as 
dear children. Work in us, by thy Holy 
Spirit, that which is well-pleasing in thy 
sight : Lord, thou knowest our weakness, 
and the temptations to which we are ex- 
posed*; our danger from the enemy of 
souls, and from the present world, which 
is full of snares; and above all, from the 
enemy within our vile flesh and deceitful 
hearts so apt to betray us into sin. We 
pray therefore that thou wilt arm us with 
the whole armour of God ; and uphold us 
with thy free Spirit, and watch over us 
for good evermore. O make us experience 
the strongest aids of thy heavenly grace ; 
that we may never fall a prey to the spi- 
ritual adversary that seeks to devour us. 
And seeing thou art yet pleased to hold 
our souls in life, and to make us find and 
feel, by every day's experience, how gra- 
cious and merciful thou art, give us hearts 
more sensible of thy love to us ; more 
enflamed with love to thee, and more 
thankful for the blessings which thou art 
pleased to multiply upon us ; and cause 
ii5 to shew forth thy praise, iwV ot\^ 
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speaking good of thy name, but by order* 
ingour conversation as becomes the gospel 
of Christ. To thy mercy in him do we 
humbly commend ourselves and ours this 
night : beseeching thee to visit us with 
thy salvation, ana to preserve us in soul 
and body, from all evils and dangers to 
tvhich the weakness of our frame, and the 
greatness of our sins, expose us. May 
our repose be holy, safe, and refreshing; 
that we may rise again better fitted and 
enabled to serve thee according to thy 
will, in the duties of the following day, 
if it should be thy pleasure to make addition 
of another day to our lives. And as thou 
addest days and mercies, add repentance 
and amendment to our days; that, in 
proportion as we draw nearer to the grave, 
our souls may grow fitter for heaven. And 
for all the good tilings that we have had, 
and still have, and yet hope for at thy 
hands, to thy adorable name be all the 
praise, O Father, Son, and Spirit, world 
without end, Amen. 
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DISCOURSE 
For Tuesday Evening. 

SoME persons would represent the Deity 
as being afflicted, when having done all he 
can to convert incorrigible sinners from 
the error of their ways, insomuch that he 
finds their obstinacy invincible, and his 
compassionate efforts unsuccessful ; com- 

Eelled by the independant creatures, whom 
e hath unfortunately made too strong for 
himself, he pronounces on them the sen- 
tence which he wishes might have been 
reversed into, Come ye blessed ; and he 
levies on them that punishment, which 
much against his will, they obliged him to 
inflict. 

But if the Triune God hath laid the 
scheme of man's redemption ; if the Fa- 
ther hath approved of it, and thereby mani- 
fested himself righteous, as well as the 
justifier of the ungodly ; if the Son hath 
effected this gracious* work entirely without 
our concurrence' also, Why should we not 
think the Holy Spirit performs his part, 
that of our sanctification, without our con- 
currence also. Why may not the Almighty 
power work how and when it pleases, and 
upon whom he in his infinite wisdom sees 

St. For who dare to reply against God ? 

// we poor short-sighted moilaXs^^vxv&s. 



A COURSE Or FAMILY PRAYER. J I 



to enquire concerning the ways and purpo- 
ses of God, let us enquire with the greatest 
humility, and on recollecting our own 
unworthiness, let us say, " Let God do what 
he will, he is righteous in all his ways, I 
am but clay in the hands of the potter, who 
will do what he pleases, and none shall stay 
his hand or say unto him what do'st thou." 

Let it also be observed, that it hath 
pleased the Lord in a remarkable manner 
often to perfect praise out of the mouths 
of babes and sucklings, and to distinguish 
many of them with divine knowledge and 
spiritual discernment. In his sovereign 
dispensations, he has passed by several of 
the great, and the learned, and has taught 
children to lisp his praises. Men advanced 
to years of maturity, may despise the feeble 
efforts of young persons, and fancy them- 
selves better qualified to render acceptable 
service unto God, but herein they are mis- 
taken, with all their natural and acquired 
abilities ; they must stoop, for, whoever 
shall not receive the kingdom of God as a 
little child, he shall in no wise enter 
therein. Incarnate truth has thought pro- 
per to reveal the mysteries of the kingdom 
unto babes, that is, to those who have no 
merit, no ability, no pretensions to distin- 
guishing mercy, nothu\g ui >Jsvi <tt*»X>»K. 
induced to it, it was from fosV \o \»sX*t\s^ 
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and unmerited mercy. Then who maketh 
us to differ, or as it may be rendered, who 
distinguishes thee, that is, by giving grace 
to thee, while so many others are without it. 
And what have we which we did not re- 
ceive from God, and if we did receive it why 
ought we to carry ourselves proudly, not as 
a receiver or like one who has himself 
acquired or deserved grace, instead of re- 
ceiving it as a gift, and as of mere distin- 
guishing bounty. 

It may be asked, how came we to be his 
people, the only answer that can be given, 
is ; his own good pleasure, for making or 
keeping us such. 



might justly forsake and cast us oft; namely, 
ingratitude, unbelief, barrenness, discon- 
tent, and various backsl idings, notwith- 
standing our commissions, and omissions, he 
will never forsake us ; notwithstanding our 
complicated un worthiness, for having loved 
his own, he will love them to the end. For 
the Lord will not forsake his people for his 
great name sake ; because it hath pleased 
the Lord to make us his people. 

Jesus immutably the same, 
Thou true and lively vine, 
Around thy all supporting stem 
My feeble arms 1 twine. 




which he 
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I can do uothing without thee, 
My strength is wholly thine ; 
Wither'd and barren should I be, 
If sever'd from the vine. 

Upon my leaf when parch'd with heat, 



The plant, which thy right hand hath set, 
Shall ne'er be rooted up. 

Till thou hast led me to the place 
Of pure immortal joy, 
The riches of thy glorious grace 
Shall all my need supply. 



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 
(Collect before reading the Scripture.) 

Unto thee do we lift up our eyes, O 
thou that dwellest in the heavens. Have 
respect, we humbly beseech thee, both to 
us, and to our offerings, for the sake of 
him who offered up himself for our of- 
fences, and rose again for our justifica- 
tion. Meet us with a blessing, who desire 
to meet thee in prayer; and make thy 
throne a throne of grace to us, through 
Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

(After reading and siugvfc^ 

Our Father, ifc. 
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Lord God, bountiful and gracious, long- 
suffering, and abundant in goodness and 
truth, thou keepest mercy for thousands, 
thou pardonest iniquity, transgression, and 
sin ; neither dost thou retain any anger for 
ever, because thou delightest in mercy. 
Look down, O Lord, upon us, who would 
now be looking up to thee ; and be fav- 
ourable to us, as thou used to be unto 
those who fear thy name. Look not 
upon the sin of our nature ; nor the sins 
of our hearts and lives, which are more 
than we can number, and greater than 
we can express. O sprinkle us from an 
evil conscience, by the application of the 
blessed Redeemer's blood, which cleanseth 
from all sin. And, seeing there is in 
him an infinite fulness, of all that ever 
we can want or wish, to render us holy, 
and to make us happy, grant us to re- 
ceive, out of his fulness, grace sufficient 
for us ; grace to pardon our sins, and sub- 
due our iniquities ; to justify our persons, 
and to sanctify our souls. Begin, or carry 
on, the new creation within \ advance 
in us that saving change of heart, which 
may, by the power of thy Spirit, more 
and more transform us into thy blessed 
image, and make us meet to be partakers 
of the inheritance of the saints in light. 
And now, that we are entereAwpotv wcvo\W\ 
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day, we beseech thee to carry us through 
it in thy fear and favour. Order all our 
steps in thy word, and let no wickedness 
have dominion over us. Teach us to 
use the world without abusing it; and 
may that portion of it which thou hast, 
and shall assign us, be sanctified to us by 
the word of God, and by prayer ; and by 
the right employment and improvement 
of it to thy glory, Whatever we are with- 
out, O leave us not destitute of the things 
that accompany salvation : but sanctify us 
with the sense of thy favour, and adorn us 
with the graces of thy Holy Spirit. Blessed 
be thy rich goodness, which has renewed 
our lives and thy mercies to us this morning. 
Lord, grant that all our comforts may 
flow to us in the channel of covenant 
love; and revert to the praise and glory 
of the gracious giver. Be with, protect, 
and bless us, in our going out and coming 
iu. May the angel of thy presence save 
us, and the God of angels be our shield 
and exceeding great reward. Make us 
desire, resolve and endeavour to live in 
the obedience of thy holy will, and to the 
honour of thy blessed name. O restrain 
us from the evils and follies into which 
we are prone to fall : and quicken us to 
the offices and duties we ought to oet- 
forrn. Grant that we may iYvytvVl ts^e&L 
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will and do, the things that are well pleas- 
ing in thy sight; and have the strong 
consolation of acceptance with thee. So 
visit us with thy salvation, sanctify us by 
thy grace, and so carry us through life, 
that thy name may have the praise, and 
our souls the comfort in the hour of death 
and in the great day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
The Lord bless us and keep us, &c. 



DISCOURSE 
For Wednesday Morning. 



the reformation of manners, and moral 
virtue ; but awful to relate they are by no 
means looked upon as the fruit of that 
faith! which is the gift of God. For let it 
be remembered, that every spiritual func- 
tion, or exercise, that God approves of, is 
communicated by faith, and whatever is 
done upon any other principle is obnoxious 
to God : practical religion or reformation 
of conduct, never fail to appear where the 
work of God takes place in the soul. Every 
good tree bringeth forth good fruit. Sinful 
©radices cannot be the delight of that 
heart, where grace reigns. So then it is 




las been said of practical religion, 
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not the base sound of the gospel that can 
produce genuine repentance, or one grace 
of the Spirit, or excite the will of man 
thereunto. For the gospel was preached in 
Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum, yet 
they repented not; or if some transient 
repentance be wrought, through the sound 
of the gospel, giving an alarm to the natu- 
ral conscience, the person will turn again 
to his sin. True repentance cannot take 
place in the heait, without the word of 
truth ; my people, says God, are destroyed 
for lack of knowledge, neither can the 
word take place in the heart, without the 
Holy Spirit giving it access* Our gospel, 
says the apostle, came not in word unto 
you, but also in power, and in the Holy 
Ghost. Thus repentance as well as faith, 
is the effect of divine operation. To God 
alone in Christ Jesus, is the whole work 
ascribed. For it is written, God having 
raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless 
you, in turning every one of you from his 
iniquities. 

God engages to put his laws into our 
minds, and write them in our hearts, so 
that we shall not depart from him. Here 
man can have no occasion to burn incense 
to his own worthiness, for we are not the 
objects of God's love because tta Vw« \% 

G 
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put into our minds, and written upon our 
hearts, but the contrary, he makes us obe- 
dient, for we can no more make ourselves 
so, than we can raise the dead, or create a 
new heaven, or a new earth. All our obedi- 
ence flows from our interest in Christ, and 
is one of the marks by which our part 
therein is discovered. The covenant of 
works says, do all for thyself, and thou 
shalt be saved, but the covenant of grace 
says, thou shalt be saved, because Christ 
has done and suffered all things in thy 
stead. From this enlarged view and a 
sense of our interest in the covenant of grace, 
we cannot but acknowledge from whence 
all our mercies flow ; namely, mercy from 
God the Father, peace from God the Son, 
and communion and love from God the Spi- 
rit. Thus the believer lives a life of faith here 
below, he dies comfortably, and by perse- 
vering, glorifying grace, he arrives safe at 
Zion, with everlasting songs of triumph. 

Jesus immutably the same, 
Thou true and living vine ; 
Around thy all supporting stem, 
My feeble arms I twine. 

Quicken'd by thee, and kept alive, 
J flourish and bear fruit ; 
My life I from thy sap derive, 
My vigour from thy tool 
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I can do nothing without thee, 
My strength is wholly thine : 
Wither'd and barren should I be 
If sever'd from the vine. 

Upon my leaf, when parch'd with heat, 
Refreshing dew shall drop ; 
The plant, which thy rightjhand hath set, 
Shall ne'er be rooted up. 

Each moment water'd by thy care, 
And fenc'd with power divine ; 
Fruit to eternal life shall bear 
The feeblest branch of thine. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 
(Collect before reading the Scripture.) 

JPrevent us, O Lord, in all our doings, 
with thy most gracious favour, and fur- 
ther us with thy continual help ; that in 
this, and all other our works begun, con- 
tinued, and ended in thee, we may glorify 
thy holy name ; offer thee acceptable ser- 
vice; and finally, by thy mercy, obtain 
everlasting life, through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. Amen. 

After reading and singing, aM\ 

Our Father, fyc. 
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Enable us, gracious God, to desire thee, 
as our chiefest good ; and to come to thee 
as our merciful Father, in the Son of thy 
love. In his great name, and prevailing 
meditation alone, it is that we, who have 
multiplied our offences against thee, are 
encouraged still to present our persons and 
our prayers before thee. We are utterly 
unworthy to approach thy foot-stool, and 
to enjoy the privilege of intercourse with 
thee. We durst not appear in the pre- 
sence of thy holy glorious Majesty in our 
own names, or trusting in our own sinful 
righteousness ; our guilt is so great, and 
our iniquities so grievous, that we might 
justly be ashamed to come before thy face, 
and to tremble for fear of thy judgments. 
We would therefore fly for refuge to the 
merits of him, who, we trust, has fully sa- 
tisfied thy justice for our sins, and is now 
interceding at thy right hand for our souls : 
whom thou delightest to honour, in spa- 
ring, accepting, and saving poor unworthy 
shiners upon his account. Deliver us most 
gracious Lord, for his sake, from all those 
transgressions for which our hearts con- 
demn us ; and from all of which, thou that 
art greater than our hearts, knowest us to 
be guilty, and seal to us a full pardon in 
his most precious blood, which speaketh 
better things on our \)%hft\S \X\*ti 
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able' to do for ourselves in all our prayers. 
And may the time past of our lives suffice 
to have lived to ourselves, and to have 
served our own corrupt wills. O put an 
^end to all our presumptuous and treacher- 
ous dealings with thy heavenly all-seeing 
Majesty; and create in us new and clean, 
humble and contrite hearts, to tremble at 
thy word and presence, and to hate and 
abandon all our foolish and sinful mis- 
doings. Command thy blessing and thy 
saving grace to descend and rest upon 
the souls here before thee. Cause us to 
know the joyful sound of thy gospel, not 
only by the hearing of the ear, but in 
the channel of heavenly experience. O 
take possession of our hearts, and by the 
power of thy Spirit draw up our affec- 
tions to thy blessed self. Grant us union 
and communion with thee; such a sight 
and sense of sin, and of our lost estate by 
nature, as may render Christ and his righ- 
teousness precious to us ; and such com- 
fortable views of our justification through 
him, as may enlarge our hearts with joy, 
fill 'our lips with praise, and influence us 
to live unto him that died for us and rose 
again. — Lord, guide and keep us; make 
us wise and faithful in our several du- 
ties, and blessed and \sv ^sa> 
G 2 



82 A COURSE OF FAMILY PRAYBR. 



event* Sanctify our respective condi- 
tions to us, and fit us for whatever thou 
shalt please to call us to* — And now. O 
Lord, we beseech thee to accept our 
evening sacrifice of praise and thanks- 
giving for the mercies of the day past, 
and for thy unwearied goodness, which 
baa followed us all the days of our lives. 
Go on to abound towards us in loving- 
Jrindness and tender mercies ; passing by 
our innumerable sins, and supplying our 
every want. Take charge of us to-night 
Hide us in thy pavilion, and compass us 
about with songs of deliverance. Whether 
We sleep or wake keep us safe under thy 
wings, and make our hearts be occupied 
in thy statutes. Bring us, at the appointed 
season, to the heavenly city, where there 
is no darkness, but the glory of God doth 
lighten it, and the Lamb is the light 
thereof. And for all thy patience with us, 
thy care over us, and thy continual mercy 
to us, blessed be thy name, O Lord, Fa- 
ther, Son, and Spirit. Amm. 
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jlhe believer passing through this world 
to a heavenly inheritance, has to go through 
an enemy's country; but God engages to 
protect him. When he bids him to stand 
the attack, and face his foes, he gives him 
strength to win the day, baffles the attempts 
of his opposers, and may with propriety be 
said to be his. 

So when he is set upon by evil men, or 
the corruptions of his own heart, he stands 
by him to render the assault ineffectual. 
What would he do at those seasons if the 
Lord of hosts who perfects his strengh in 
weakness, did not furnish him with a shield, 
mighty to oppose, and strong to blunt 
those weapons, and retort the fiery darts 
from whence they came. Thus by faith in 
the blood of the Lamb, we shall always be 
enabled to overcome our enemies; for it is 
written, he shall cover thee with his wings, 
and thou shalt be safe under his feathers ; 
his faithfulness and truth shall be thy 
shield and buckler. Believers have the 
power, the love, the truth, and faithfulness 
of God, all engaged to support and strength- 
en them, for they axe m C>w\Vf^V^«^va%» 
He hath promised to be * w\\o\fcre ^ 




DISCOURSE 
For Wednesday Evening. 
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about his church, and the glory in the midst 
of her. He will support them through the 
wilderness, nor will he cease to lead and 
guard them, until he has brought them to 
heaven, the mount of God. 

How interesting and important is the 
consideration to a child of God, that he 
who supports and governs all things is the 
object of his faith and dependance. That 
he orders, regulates, and superintends the 
minutest concerns of life by his irresistable 
and sovereign decree. Without this con- 
solatory thought, we should feel ourselves 
as a blank in the creation of God, What 
though we were placed on the throne of 
empire, and could bring in a revenue of 
glory from the most distant parts of the 
globe, and have every thing the mind could 
desire, or the soul enjoy, still destitute of 
this animating reflection, that he that made 
the world, governs, orders, and over-rules all 
events, we should be wretched, being left 
without a hope beyond the grave, or a 
prospect of immortality. But impressed 
with a belief, an unshaken belief of the 
superintending power of him, in whom we 
live, move, and have our being, we can 
forcibly express ourselves with David, 
Whither shall I go from thy Spirit. The 
whole extent of nature is at his command, 
and the entire kingdom of ^TONvtavj&fc>\»& 
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him for its sovereign administrator. The 
earth is the Lord's, and all that therein is, 
he founded it upon the seas, and prepared 
it on the floods. He hath established the 
earth in a near connection with the ocean ; 
so near that they form but one terraqueous 
globe, yet so distinct, that each is restrained 
within the boundaries which his providence 
prescribes. Let us celebrate the praises 
of him, who ordereth and supporteth all 
things both in nature, and in grace. Let 
us confess that all the blessings we enjoy 
or can enjoy at the hand of God, from the 
highest privileges of grace, and glory, down 
to the most common temporal mercy are 
the gifts of his free unmerited goodness. 
Was the distribution of his favours to be 
regulated by our deservings, our name, 
would have no plaee in his book of life. 
We should have no interest in his electing, 
redeeming, j ustifying or saving grace. Nay, 
the very comforts of providence would be 
withdrawn; the light by which we see, 
the food we eat, the raiment we wear, the 
breath we draw, and the life by which we 
lira, We merit nothing but condemna- 
tion. There is no good which we have not 
justly forfeited, no evil which we do not 
justly deserve.- Hence arises the great dutj 
of thanksgiving. If out dee&a vf«t^ 
torlous, we should ceaae to \>fc * 
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fear, lest our great and manifold sins 
might provoke thee to hide thy face from 
us, and to shut up thy loving kindness in 
displeasure against us. Lord, be merciful 
to us sinners, for the sake of bim whom 
thou hast exalted to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, to give repentance unto his peo- 
ple, and forgiveness of sins. Heal our 
souls, which have greatly sinned against 
thee : heal our backslidings, aqd love us 
freely : take away our ungodliness, and 
thou shalt find none. Renew us daily 
unto repentance : establish our hearts in 
thy faith and fear; and hold up our go- 
ings in tby paths, that our footsteps slip 
not. Make us, in the strength of grace, to 
go on from conquering to conquer all the 
enemies of our souls, and all the hinder- 
ances of our salvation, until thou hast 
bruised Satan under our feet* 

We bless thee for the mercies of the 
night. We laid us down to sleep, and 
have risen again, for thou hast sustained 
us, and made us to dwell in safety. May 
we ever experience the comfort of thy 
protection, and the help of thy salvation ! 
may we find thee to be indeed a God of 
pardon, a God of sanctification, and a God 
of preservation 1— Dispose of us, we be- 
seech thee, and of all that concerns us, 
this day, to the glory of tVrj tvame* Keep 
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us at all times, in all places, and in all 
companies, from the evil of sin, and from 
all other evils, to which the greatness of 
our sins make us liable. And take thou, 
O heavenly Father, the charge, guidance, 
and government of us ; lead us by thy 
counsel, until thou hast brought us to thy 
kingdom and glory; and, in the mean- 
while, sanctify to us all thy dealings with 
us, and seal us thine to the day of re- 
demption, for the sake of thy tender 
mercies, and the abundant merits of Je- 
sus Christ, our blessed Mediator and Re- 
deemer. > 

The Lord bless us, &c. 

DISCOURSE 

For Thursday Morning. 

When the believer's graces are in exer- 
cise, and he can act strong faith respecting 
his interest in the covenant of grace, he can 
challenge the whole world to do its worst, 
or as Dr. Young expresses it ; he might 
fasten his hands on the skies, and bid earth 
roll: nor feel the idle whirl. Sublimely 
he can say with David, God is our refuge 
and strength, a very present help in trouble, 
therefore we will not fear, though the e&AiL 

H 
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be removed, and though the mountains be 
carried into the midst of the sea. To which 
faith echoes back, the Lord of hosts is with 
us, the God of Jacob is our refuge; think 
of this, O tempted believer in an hour of 
darkness. Let appearances be ever so much 
against you, realities are for you. The an- 
gel could not destroy Sodom, until Lot was 
safely out of it. The six men, each with a 
slaughter weapon in his hand, could not 
begin to execute the divine vengeance, 
until a mark had been set on the foreheads 
of God's elect: for the commission was, 
come not near any upon whom is the mark. 
Nor could the sea and earth be hurt, until 
the servants of God were sealed in their 
foreheads. Just as the destroying angel 
who went forth to slay all the first born in 
the land of Egypt, could not touch a single 
family of Israel, the door posts of whose 
house, was sprinkled with blood. Having 
the witness of the Spirit in our breasts, the 
presence of God with us, and his great 
power upon us ; the world may rage against 
us, the invisible enemy may assault us, and 
the corruptions of our own hearts may 
threaten to overthrow us, but they shall not 
avail, they shall not be able to make one 
hair fall from our head before the appoin- 
ted time. Consider the care Jehovah takes 
of his people, and of t\ifc wwk relation 
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winch subsists through grace, between him 
tod them. As naturally as the wings of a 
parent fowl, are expanded to cherish, and 
protect her young, so gracious are the arms 
of God's omnipotence and love, extended 
to embrace, sustain, and defend his choseti 
people. What is tenderer, what fe nearer, 
what is dearer to a penson than the pupil 
of the eye, thus Mar and dtiar to God are 
the children of his grace; 

If Gt>d permits them to be tried at arty 
tirte, be never fails to support them in thew 
trials, and to make them first or last work 
together for their good* They eannot 
overcome temptation, or faar up under 
affliction, by their own strength, it is en- 
tirely by the arm of the Lord wbieh 6ttS - 
taineth them ; for the apostle Paul says to 
the Philippians, unto jro* it is given in the 
behalf of Christ, not only to believe on 
him, but also to suffer for bis sake, thus 
we have nothing to boast ofj we are in- 
debted to the power of divine grace for 
every good work we are enabled to do, for 
every temptation we conquer, and for 
every difficulty we are enabled to surmount. 
Indeed there is no manner of proportion 
between the imperfect passive graces of 
the saints, and the perfect and endle&% 
glory of heaven ; for the suffetvc^ ol ^s5» 
fife are not worthy to be computed Vo 
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glory that shall be revealed, therefore 
grace and glory are free and unmerited 
gifts. The people of God are not hirelings 
who do so much work for so much wages ; 
they act from purer principles, and with 
better views. 

O give thanks unto the Lord, ascribe 
nothing to second causes, but ascend 
through them to God, call upon his name, 
thank him for past mercies, and invoke him 
for future. Let a, sense of what he bas 
given us, excite us to pray for repeated 
blessings, let us acknowledge oiir obliga- 
tions to him, nor be ashamed to publish 
and declare what he has done for us in 
grace, and in providence, so that we may 
truly sing 

Exult my soul, and shout aloud, 
>For your Imtqanuel reigns : 



Satan already is subdued, 
An enemy in chains. 

Jet.us hath me from death retrieved, 
Nor will he let me fall ; 
I know in whom I have believ'd, 
And trust him with my all. 
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THURSDAY EVENING. 
("Collect before reading the Scripture*) 

ALMIGHTY God, unto whom all hearts 
are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid, vouchsafe at this time 
to cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love thee, and worthily 
magnify thy holy name, through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Reading and singing ended, add) 

Our Father, fyc. 

O Lord, the infinite, incomprehensible 
God; thou hast heaven for thy throne 
and earth for thy foot-stool; and all 
things are in thy sight, and at thy dispo- 
sal. Thou art the searcher of our hearts 
and the overseer of our lives, here and 
every where present. Thou compassest 
our path and our lying down, and art 
acquainted with all our ways. Lord, put 
our hearts into an holy frame, fit to attend 
upon thy glorious all seeing Majesty, 
Work in us, by the power of thy grace, 
that change which we cannot work in our- 
selves : for, of ourselves, we are equally 
vile and helpless. We were born sinners, 
and sinners we have lived and cout\oK&&<t 
H 2 
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and, by continually adding sin to sin, we 
have made ourselves still more the chil- 
dren of wrath than we even were by na- 
ture. Justly mightest thou withdraw thy 
tender mercies from us, and pour out thy 
wrath and indignation upon us to the ut- 
termost ; making us to find and feel, by 
woeful experience, what an evil and bitter 
thing it is to depart from thee, the living 
God ; but thy patience is wonderful, thy 
goodness is infinite, and, as is thy Mar- 
jesty, so is thy mercy. We therefore 
humbly beseech thee to stretch forth the 
hand of thy power and grace, which alone 
is able to set us at liberty, who are tied 
and bound with the chain of our sins. 
Call us effectually and we shall come 
unto thee ; draw us and we shall run af- 
ter thee. Cause us to feel, to abhor, and 
to forsake our iniquities: and, O I give 
us a well-grounded apprehension, and a 
comfortable persuasion, of our being jus- 
tified freely by thy grace, through the re- 
demption that is in Jesus. — And, for his 
sake, vouchsafe us the sanctification of 
thy Spirit to transform us into thy image, 
by the renewing of our minds, and to 
enable us for all the duties of thy service. 
Perfect, O Lord, that which concerneth 
us ; and make us such, both in our hearts 
and lives, that we may wyp) vVq ^eace 
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below, and be meet for the inheritance of 
thy heavenly glory above. Satisfy us with 
thy favour, and grant us the reviving 
sense of thy gracious acceptance of us, 
and of thy merciful intentions towards us. 
Speak peace to our consciences; say to 
each of our souls, "I am thy salvation ; 
that we may rejoice in thee as our God, 
and rest upon thee as our reconciled Father 
in Jesus Christ. And as thou hast been 
good and kind to us through the day past, 
(for which, and for the mercies of all our 
days, we would thankfully admire thy 
love and bless thy name,) so we beg that 
we may experience the continuance of 
thy gracious goodness to us, and of thy 
fatherly care over us, this present night* 
Preserve and defend, bless and keep us, 
that no evil may happen to us, nor any 
plague come nigh our dwelling. Do thou, 
who givest unto thy beloved sleep, vouch- 
safe to favour os with such needful re- 
pose as may refresh and strengthen us for 
thy service and our respective duties* 
Prepare us, great God, for the final sleep 
of death, and for the account we must 
shortly give at the judgment seat of 
Christ. When our souls are required of us, 
and we are uncloathed of the body, grant 
that we may not be found s\tK\tas&<| 
naked, unsprinkled with ths Ytaftft. <A 
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Son, uncloathed with the robe of his jus- 
tifying righteousness, or unadorned with 
the graces of thy sanctifying Spirit. O 
cause us, in this our day (the day of life, 
the only season of preparation,) to know 
and to follow after the things pertaining 
to our everlasting peace, before they are 
hid before our eyes, and ere death makes 
us wise too late. Accomplish the work 
of thy grace upon our hearts, and cause 
us to finish the work thou hast given us to 
do : that whenever thou shalt be pleased 
to send for us away, we may have no- 
thing to do but to depart in peace, ac- 
cording to thy word — to fly at the signal 
— to quit the body with cheerfulness— 
and, with faith, and without dread, resign 
our spirits into thy gracious hands ; 
trusting in the riches of thy grace, and 
the saving merits of thy blessed Son. 
And for all that he has so wonderfully 
effected to recover us, and to obtain eter- 
nal redemption for us; for whatever good 
thou hast wrought in us, and for the hope 
of glory thou hast given us, to thy name, 
O blessed God of our salvation, be the 
praise and honour, now and for ever. Amen* 
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DISCOURSE 
Far 1'hursday Evening. 

The gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
resembles in some measure that miraculous 
pillar which was interposed by providence, 
between the armies of Israel and of Egypt. 
We are informed, that the pillar reflected 
light from the side which fronted the 
Israelites, but diffused gloom and darkness 
from the side which was turned towards 
the Egyptians. Just such is the gospel : 
it is the savour of life unto life of spiritual 
and eternal life, to them that believe, and 
a ministration of death, to them that perish. 
Not one of its precious promises, not one 
of its glorious privileges, belong to the 
finally impenitent or self-righteous sinner ; 
while all the consolations, are the rich the 
unalienable inheritance, of the broken in 
heart, who believe through grace. 

To come to the knowledge of those ex- 
ceeding great and precious privileges which 
belong to the children of God, must be 
through the channel of the gospel* It does 
not consist in the free will of man, as if 
that had any part in the business of salva- 
tion. The gospel does not teach us to lay 
a soft pillow under the head of self- righ- 
teousness, by informing people ttaX 
can be saved by wotV* vi\£vfc\i NJfcfc^ > c* s ' 
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done, or shall hereafter do \ but the gospel 
simply tells us this, that Jesus Christ, and 
he atone, is made to all his people, wisdom, 
and righteousness, and sanctification, and 
redemption* It is his gospel, and nothing 
else, which crowns the Son of God, with 
the whole glory of our salvation from first 
to last* 

Thus we concentrate all the benefits we 
receive in time, and all the blessings of 
eternity, to the ever blessed and gloriou 
Trinity, all emanating from this eterna 
source of love, the Father, and the Son, 
and Spirit, concurring to dwell in the 
hearts of the chosen and redeemed ; so as 
to make known to them their interest 
therein. They are kept through life, until 
they enter the immediate presence of God, 
and their dust is preserved until the day of 
Christ's personal coming, when the bodies 
of the saints shall be retrieved and rescued 
from the grave ; so that even death itsel f 
shall not seperate the inanimate part of 
the believer, from its mystic union with the 
loly Spirit. These thoughts increase the 
lebt of gratitude to him, who preserves our 
souls in life, and our feet from falling : w ho 
hath remembered us in our low estate, 
and his covenant for ever, and the word 
which he commanded to a thousand 
generations. Let the chosen of the Lord, 
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the members of mystic Israel, be joyful in 
their king : let them remember his wonders 
of mercy and power, the promises of his 
word, and the doctrine of his gospel; 
these reflections will be as a torch to light 
our paths through this dark world to a 
brighter, they will make crooked things 
straight and rough places smooth ; thus we 
shall have distinct conceptions of that 
which make every thing in this life desira- 
ble, and give a sure prospect of felicity 
beyond the grave. 

Holy, blessed, glorious three, 
One from all eternity ; 
Make us vessels of thy grace, 
Ever running o'er with praise. 

Thee we land with grateful song, 
Sever'd from the guilty throng ; 
Ransom 'd by the Son who died, 
By the Spirit sanctified. 

O that we thy love might taste, 
Bless us, and we shall be bless'd 
Cleanse us Lord, from sin's a!) use, 
Fit us lor the Master's use. 

In our heart, thy temple dwell, 
With the hope of glory fill ; 
Be on earth our guest divuve^ 
Then in heaven v*e s\va\\\>^ >\tas&* 
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FRIDAY MORNING. 
(Collect before reading the Scripture.) 

IBy thee, O Lord, alone it is that we 
laid us down in peace, and are risen in 
safety. May the lives, which thy good- 
ness renews every morning, and thy pro- 
vidence preserves every moment, be de- 
voted to thee ; and, as a father spareth 
his own son that serveth him, so may the 
Lord our God continue to have mercy 
upon us, through Jesus Christ, our blessed 
Mediator and Redeemer, 

(Reading and singing ended, add) 

Otir Father, Sfc. 

O Lord, we desire to adore thy name, 
which is excellent in all the earth, and 
whose glory is above the heavens. Thou 
art the maker and disposer of all things : 
and for thy sovereign pleasure it is that 
they still exist, and were at first created : 
Thy hands have made and fashioned us : 
and all that we enjoy comes from thee. 
As we are the workmanship of thy power, 
O make us likewise thy spiritual work- 
manship, created anew in Christ Jesus, 
unto holiness and true righteousness. 
Give proof that thou hast formed us for 
thyseU, hy causing us to shew forth thy 
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praise; and by making us to live to thy 
glory, as we do every day live upon thy 
bounty. But, Lord, we have not yielded 
thee that glory which thou hast made us 
capable of, and so many ways obliged us 
to. We are prone to forget thee, who art 
never unmindful of us; and to disobey 
thee, whose goodness to us is unwearied* 
For these things, O Lord ; for the sinful- 
ness of our nature and of our lives, we de- 
sire to pour out our hearts; and to humble 
our guilty selves before thee : entreating 
thee, for the sake of thy dear Son, and of 
thy mercies in him, to work in us true re- 
pentance, and to grant us full and free 
forgiveness. Strengthen us, O Lord, with 
might, by thy Spirit, in the inner-man, 
to make us watchful against, and victo- 
rious over, the corruptions of our hearts, 
the temptations of Satan, and the sinful 
cares and allurements of the world. O 
destroy in us every root of bitterness 
every plant which thy grace bath not 
planted; exterminate every vicious habit 
and rebellious motion, which exalts itself 
against the knowledge of God, and 
against the obedience of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Increase and confirm in us more 
and more thy faith, and fear, and love. 
Let not one grace of thy Hol^ S^\\\^ Vsi*. 
i 
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wanting ; Let not one be weak ; but grant 
us such manifestations of thyself, and so 
conform us to the image of thy holiness* 
that our lives may be comfortable to our- 
selves, profitable to others, and bring 
glory to thy great name* May we still be 
found in the way of duty, fearing God, 
and working righteousness ; making it 
evident unto all, that we have indeed 
been with Jesus ; that we have learned of 
him ; that we are influenced by his Spirit, 
guided by his example, and are pressing 
forward to his kingdom. Day by day 
would we magnify thee, Lord, and wor- 
ship thy name for ever, world without 
end i who crownest every day with thy 
tender mercies. We bless thee for the 
rest, protection, and preservation of the 
last night. O cause us to hear of thy 
loving-kindness in the morning, for in 
thee do we trust ; make us to know the 
way wherein we should go, for we lift up 
our souls unto thee. Cast us not away 
from thy presence ; take not thy Holy 
Spirit from us ; but direct our hearts into 
thy love, and our feet in the way of thy 
testimonies. Whether we eat or drink, or 
wh at soever we do, may we do all to the 
glory of God, and walk as seeing him 
that is invisible. — Command thy ange s lo 
encamp around us } and to heat u£\\\\.Wv: 
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hands; and may their God and ours be 
the strength of our hearts, the guide of 
our goings, and our portion for ever and 
ever. Amen. 



JlHE Psalmist says, the Lord will give 
grace, and glory* Here let us observe that 
the life of grace below, is the life of glory 
begun ; and the life of glory above, is the 
life of grace consummated. The promise 
here is preremptory, and absolute; that 
the same God who hath given grace, hath 
a prepared kingdom for his people, and not 
only so, but hath taken upon himself to 
prepare them for the kingdom, by giving 
them repentance unto life, by special faith 
in Christ ; endowing them with a princi- 
ple of vital holiness, so as to walk in his 
commandments, and ordinances unto the 
end. Without faith, repentance, holiness, 
and perseverance, no man can enter heaven ; 
and it is equally impossible that any, who 
are thus savingly endowed, should not enter 
there. Had God only given his people a 
bare promise of their being with him for 
ever; if they believed, repented, were holy, 
and endured to the end, and at tos&k. 
time, had not decreed to ^xofc»fc* 



DISCOURSE 




For Friday Morning. 
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fruits of the Spirit in them, his promise had 
been little worth ; since be only who gave 
them the crown of life, can make them faith- 
ful unto death. God promised Adam 
eternal life, on condition of perfect and 
persevering obedience 5 but did not engage 
himself to work that obedience in him. 
But Jesus is a Mediator of a better cove- 
nant, that is, of a covenant established on 
surer promises, a covenant that secures the 
means as well as the end; and the validity 
of which is not suspended on conditions of 
our performing, but founded on the surety- 
ship, undertakings, and vicarious satisfac- 
tion of Christ; and by virtue of which, 
salvation is unalienably made over to each 
of God's elect, in order that they may be 
saved. 

God gives glory to those only, to whom 
sooner or later be gives grace ; and where- 
ever he has given true grace, he will infal- 
libly give glory likewise ; these two being 
indissolubly connected, and by his immu- 
table decree, joined together, and which 
no Iman can put asunder. 

For of all his attributes, his unchange* 
ableness is next to his mercy, and it is a 
comfortable reflection to them that believe. 
It is the perpetuity and eternity of bis love, 
which add endless sweetness to his grace, 
because they add to it, the se*\ ol Vtieimi- 
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able security, and inviolable certainty. It 
was said to God's elect among the ancient 
Israelites, and the words are applicable to 
all the saints throughout the world, in every 
period of time, that the Lord will not for- 
sake his people, for it was his own good 
pleasure, for making and keeping them 
such. It is true there are many things for 
which he might justly forsake and cast 
them off, such as ingratitude, unbelief, 
barrenness, and discontent, but he will 
never leave them, notwithstanding all their 
complicated unworthiness ; because, for 
his great name sake, for that it hast pleased 
him, to make them his people. 

Since my Redeemer's name is love, 
Why should I doubt his grace ; 
He will not let my soul remove, 
Or start from his embrace. 

Girded by him with strength divine, 
1 gladly urge my way ; 
And more and more my path shall shine, 
Unto the perfect day. 

I cannot from the fold depart, 
For Jesus is my guide ; 
His love is graven on my heart, 
Nor shall my footsteps slide. 

\ 2 
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Who gave me to believe in him, 
Shall still my faith maintain ; 
The feet of his redeemed he keeps, 
Nor lets them turn again. 

Glory and grace to them he gives, 
For whom he gave his Son ; 
And God must cease from being love, 
E're he can hate his own. 

FRIDAY EVENING. 
(Collect before reading the Scripture.) 

IBlESSED are they, OLord, who dwell 
in thy house, and blessed is the house 
where thou dwellest 5 blessed is the man 
whose strength is in thee, and in whose 
heart are thy ways. May that blessedness 
be ours, and may the Lord, whom we seek 3 
visit us with his presence, and rejoice us 
with the tokens of his love, in and through 
his adorable Son, and our adorable Sa- 
viour, Je9Qs Christ. Amen. 

(Reading and singing ended, add) 

Our Fat/ier Sfc. 

O Lord, we desire to seek thy face, and 
to wait upon thee in the duties of thy wor- 
ship. To whom should we make our ap- 

pUcdtions but unto thee, the Father oi 

mercies, and the fountain oi 
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who art able to do exceeding abundantly 
for us, even above all that we are able to 
ask or think : O let oar prayer be set forth 
in thy sight as incense ; and may the lift- 
ing up of our hands and hearts be a spi- 
ritual evening sacrifice, acceptable to thee 
in the Son of thy love. It is in his blessed 
name alone, that we dare to request of 
thee all that thou knowest to be needful 
and expedient for us, seeing that there is 
in us no good thing to recommend us to 
thy favour and acceptance; but, on the 
contrary, a proneness and inclination to 
what is displeasing unto thee, and de- 
structive to our souls. For, besides that 
we are by nature children of wrath, and 
a seed of evil-doers, we have been daily 
adding to the heavy score of our offences 
against thee. There is nothing in us, O 
Lord, but what may provoke thee to reject 
us ; for all our very righteousnesses them* 
selves are filthy rags; but there is enough 
in thy beloved Son, of all grace and good- 
ness, to make thee well pleased with us for 
his sake. He who knew no sin, bore our 
sins, and was made a sin-offering, the just 
for the unjust, that he might bring us near 
unto thee. For his sake blot out our ma 
ntfold transgressions ; apply the benefits 
of thy salvation to our causcwa^s^ *&nsv\. 
we may be enabled to via\V><i Y*sAo» 
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the light of thy countenance : hasten thy 
coming and kingdom, that we, with all 
thy redeemed, may join in ascribing songs 
of praise to a triune God, for ever and 
ever. To the care and protection of thy 
Almighty providence would we humbly 
commend ourselves this night. Take 
charge of us and ours, O thou Keeper of 
Israel, who never slumbereth nor sleepeth, 
watch over us for good. When we sleep, 
let our hearts wake ; and our souls lie 
open to the influence of thy blessed Spi- 
rit ; keep us without sin by the power of 
thy grace: gracious Lord, shower down 
thy blessings upon us, the unworthy family 
now before thee : let the voice of joy and 
health be heard in this dwelling : let thy 
peace be within these walls, and the plen- 
teousness of thy salvation within those 
gates: make this an house of prayer, and 
every soul within it a living temple of thee 
the living God, through Jesus Christ, our 
only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 



sweet will it be when a child of 
God attains to that glory and felicity, 
which is reserved for l\im at fAt'a 



DISCOURSE 



For Friday Evening. 
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right bond; to enjoy the company of an- 
gels that never sinned, and of saints who 
have died like himself. They once were 
sinners, yet are they perfected in love, 
completely sanctified, and raised to sin no 
more. It is not improbable, but there is an 
universal acquaintance and a general friend- 
ship in heaven. The angels of every rank, 
and believers who were planted by the 
hand of effectual grace in God's courts 
below, and transplanted at death, in God's 
garden above, these sing for joy when a 
saint is released from the burden of this 
fleshly prison ; and as they know for what, 
so they certainly know for whom they sing. 
When we get to heaven, we shall see all 
the elect of God who have died before us, 
the patriarchs, the goodly fellowship of the 
jprophets, the noble army of martyrs, the 
glorious company of the apostles, with all 
the saints of ancient and modern times. 
Those of us who have lost friends and rela- 
tions, if they died in Christ, yet a little 
while we shall see them, and join with 
them in singing praises to him that sits 
upon the throne, and to the Lamb for ever 
and ever. In the mean time let this be 
our prayer, that seeing it is appointed unto 
men once to die, that the Holy Spirit may 
go on more and more, to trax\sforeei Vrifca 
the divine image, tiieu to Y\Nfc^ % ^\^^^ x ^ 
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and to die will be gain. When the mo- 
ment comes that we are called to leave the 
body, we shall take our leave of sin, and 
sorrow, and pain and death, for ever ; we 
shall be delivered from every thing that 
now hangs as a weight upon us, nay, we 
shall see with a transporting view, and 
certain demonstration, that every affliction 
which God permitted us to be exercised 
with, every burthen that he laid upon our 
shoulders, were crosses of his own sending, 
and sent to answer the most beneficial ends. 
A good minister of Scotland used to say to 
some of bis people, when they were afflic- 
ted, there are three things to be considered 
in a providential cross: first that God 
sends it, and then that God bears a part of 
it for us, and that we always bear the light- 
est end ; and lastly, that we have not far 
to carry it, yet a little while, all our sins, 
and all our sorrows shall be everlastingly 
exchanged for consummate holiness and joy. 
We shall be to the Lord for a name, a tro- 
phy of everlasting praise ; a monument 
erected by free grace to the glory of Fa- 
ther, Son, and Spirit. To the glory of God 
the Father who elected his people in 
Christ ; to the glory of Jesus who redee- 
med them to God by his blood, and to the 
glory of fhe Holy Spirit, who converted 
them by his power, and preaeneA W\oti to 
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his kingdom. Blessed be God that those 
who are monuments of his victorious power 
on earth, shall be for an everlasting sign 
that shall never be cut off. 

Let these thoughts sink deep into the 
mind of the afflicted believer, God will in 
his own time change his sorrows into joy. 
A good woman who lay long in darkness 
on her death bed, but was happy before she 
departed, chose for her funeral text, the 
vision is for an appointed time. Like a 
tender violent parent, God watches over 
all our spiritual concerns, and not only so, 
but to the bodies and mortal part of his 
people, which are the objects of bis desire 
and love, no less than their souls ; the 
workmanship of his wisdom and power, the 
purchase of Christ's blood, and the temples 
of his Spirit. 

Eternal Father we adore, 
And joyful own thy name ; 
Thou wast, and art, and evermore 
Remainest God the same. 

To the Redeemer, Lamb of God, 

Our praise shall never cease : 

Through thy most precious wounds and 

blood, 
Flow all our happiness. 
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Hail promised Spirit, Holy Ghost, 
Sent down for Israel's guide ; 
Thee will we bless* when time is lost, 
And we are glorified. 



SATURDAY MORNING* 

(Collect before reading (he Scripture.) 

JB)LESSED Lord, who hast caused a] 
holy Scriptures to be written for ou 
learning, grant that we may in sucl 
wise hear them, read, mark, learn , an 
inwardly digest them, that by patienc 
and comfort of thy holy word, we ma 
embrace and ever hold fast the blesse 
hope of everlasting life, which thou ha 
given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

(Reading and singing ended, add) 

Our Father i &c< 

Unto thee, O God, do we give thanks : 
yea, unto thee, will we give thanks, because 
thy name also is so nigh, and that do thy 
wonderous works declare. We beseech 
thee, gracious God, to hear us mercifully 
at this time, pardon our manifold sinful 
ncss, and supply our manifold want 
Write the law of thankfulness upon oui 
hearts for the experience we have already 
had of thy goodness, and kindly go on to 
he nigh unto us p in all tlaat vie caAY vo^on 



r. 
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thee for. Wash away the sins of the 
last night, and those of this day hitherto ; 
who can tell how oft we offend, none but 
thou that knowest all things. O cleanse 
thou us from our secret faults, and from 
our original depravity, the source of all : 
may we be justified fully, freely, and 
finally by thy grace, through the re- 
demption that is in Jesus, and sancti- 
fied by the renewing efficacy of thy 
blessed Spirit. Bless us in this our pri- 
vate waiting upon thee ; we are gathered 
together, in thy name, at the footstool 
of thy grace; Lord Jesus, be in the 
midst of us, and give unto us a comfort- 
able view of our interest in thy precious 
merits. Thy righteousness, blood-shed- 
ding, and intercession, are the altar which 
sanctifies every sacrifice of prayer and 
praise, which we offer up. Thou makest 
both the persons and performances of 
thy people acceptable to the Father, 
mingle our addresses with the incense of 
thy intercession, and then they will go up 
as a memorial before God. O thou risen 
and ascended Saviour, may our hearts 
and affections tend upwards to thy throne 
in heaven, that by faith in thy alorable 
person, and infinite merits, and by the ex- 
ercise of continual obedience *sa\& 

1L 
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ness to die world, we may safely hope to 
be with thee, where thou art, there to be- 
hold thy glory* O thou uncreated Ma- 
jestyj we acknowledge that all thy bless- 
ings spiritual and temporal, that we have 
received from our existence to this day* 
are of thy free and unmerited goodness, 
were the distributions of thy favours to be 
regulated by our deservings, they would 
soon be withdrawn. Therefore not unto 
us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy 
name be the praise and the glory ascribed 
Hear us, O God of our salvation, and do 
more for us than we are, able to ask 
think, for the sake of thy Son our R 
dcemcr; to whom, with thee and the Hoi 
Ghost, three co-equal persons in the unit 
of one Godhead, be ascribed all glory an 
adoration, by the Church above and t 1 
Church below for ever and ever. Amen* 

* 

DISCOURSE 
For Saturday Morning. 

The way to heaven lies between two 
tremes, legality on one hand, and liberti 
ism on the other. Neither the pharisee, 
who continues finally such, nor the carnal 
professor of the gospeA, ran ^ft&v,M$ see 
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the kingdom of God, and for this plain 
reason; the legalist turns his back upon 
Christ's righteousness, which can alone en- 
title him to, or meeten him for the kingdom 
of heaven; and the other, while he compli- 
ments Jesus as a Saviour, avowedly turns 
his back upon that holiness, without which 
it is impossible to see the Lord ; therefore 
it is of very little comparitive consequence 
by which of these two ways a man goes to 
bell. If you are found without the righ- 
teousness of Christy you are undone, and 
if you are without the sanctification of the 
Spirit, you are undone. But let it be re- 
membered for the comfort of those who are 
acquainted with Jesus Christ as a Saviour, 
that the imputation of his righteousness 
and the sanctification of his Spirit, always 
go together in their manifestation to a 
sinner's soul. The same Almighty Saviour 
who, by the obedience of his life, wrought 
out for us a robe, wherein to stand before 
the Father, he who washed us from our 
sins in his own blood, has likewise pro- 
cured for all his redeemed, these influences 
of the Spirit, which capacitate for obedi- 
ence, and which cause the renewed soul to 
cry out, Like as the hart panteth after the 
water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee 
O God, after communion with thee^ «eA 
conformity to thy likeness, Va xv^oXfeos^- 
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ness and true holiness. Blessed are the 
people, that are in such a case, yea blessed 
are they, who have Christ for their Saviour, 
and the Lord for their God. 

But let it be never forgotten, that nei- 
ther faith nor holiness, nor any thiug else, 
that is truly and spiritually good, is in any 
man by nature, neither can be acquired by 
him. If therefore any man have them, 
they are the free gratuitous gifts of God, 
and the fruits of bis electing love ; conse- 
quently, they can neither be the cause of 
it, nor motives to it. For it is written, 
Unto you it is given, that is, freely and 
graciously vouchsafed, to believe in Christ. 
It is also said, As many as were ordained to 
eternal life believed. Take notice, they 
did not first believe, and were then ordained 
to life ; but were ordained to eternal life, 
and therefore believed. Faith is not of 
yesterday : it is the giit of God. He hath 
chosen us from the foundation of the 
world, that we might be holy, not because 
he knew we would be so. For we have not 
chosen him, but he hath chosen us. God 
hath chosen us to salvation through sancti- 
fication of the Spirit, and belief of the truth. 
So that election is to be the means, as well 
as the end; and therefore faith, repent- 
ance, holiness, and perseverance are in- 
cluded in the decree of e\ecl\ow* rod we 
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some of the privileges secured by it, which 
can never, either directly or remotely, be 
reckoned as causes of it. 

Thrice happy souls, who with the Lamb 
In heavenly places sit ; 
A kingdom is reserved for them, 
And they are kept for it. 

Sheltered in his Omnipotence, 
Triumphant they ride on ; 
The pow'r of God is their defence, 
And who shall cast them down ? 

Them as the apple of the eye, 
Their great Redeemer keeps : 
Their heavenly shield is always nigh, 
Their guardian never sleeps. 

He gives them faith of future bliss, 
The earnest and the seal ; 
The faith of his elect it is, 
And it shall never fail. 



SATURDAY EVENING. 

( Collect before reading the Scriptme.) 

Almighty and everlasting God, who 
art always more ready to hear than we to 
pray, and are woht to give more than 
either we desire or deseWe , 4^^^ 
K2 
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us the abundance of thy mercy, for giving 
us those things whereof our consciences 
are afraid; and giving us those good things 
which we are not worthy to ask, much less 
to receive : but through the merits and 
mediation of Jesus Christ, our Lord, in 
whom we desire to be found, and in his 
name do we now approach the throne of 
thy grace, and make mention of his righte- 
ousness, only as the ground of our justi- 
fication in the sight of our heavenly Father, 
to whom, with the blessed Spirit, be as- 
cribed all honour and dominion, world 
without end. Amen. 

(After reading and singing, add) 

Our Father, %c. 

Wherewith shall we come before thee, 
O Lord ; or bow ourselves in thy presence, 
O thou most high God. Cause us to come 
unto thee in faith : mentioning no other 
name, pleading no other righteousness, and 
trusting in no other atonement, than the 
name, righteousness, and atonement of thy 
blessed Son, and our adorable mediator 
Jesus Christ. In him we desire to be 
found; through him we hope for favour 
with thee, and acceptance in thy sight. 
Blessed be thy goodness for the mercies of 
the day, for the blessings of thy providence, 
and comforts of thy Spirit, and the privi- 
leges we enjoy. — We thauk W\ee uftX.nt 
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have been protected from danger, and a- 
bove all if we have been, in any measure, 
withheld by grace from sinning against 
thee. Sinners we are, and sinned against 
thee we have, even at the best of times, 
and in the best of frames ; but, Lord, make 
us thankful for the desire which thou hast 
given us of living unto thee ; and oh ! make 
our desires effectual through the mighty 
working of thy Spirit, who is able to sub- 
due even our rebellious hearts to himself : 
Lord, wash out the transgressions of this 
day, and of this week now nearly closing. 
Look upon the covenant of thy grace: 
and through the blood of the covenant, 
forgive us all our sins, and cancel the hand- 
writing that is against us, and nail it to the 
cross. Purge us with hyssop, and we shall 
be clean ; wash us and we shall be whiter 
than snow. Shouldest thou lay judgment 
to the line, and righteousness to the plum- 
met ; shouldest thou deal with us after our 
sins, or reward us according to our deserts, or 
if thou wast to enter into judgment with us, 
upon the footing of our best performances, 
alas 1 we could not stand in thy presence, 
nor be justified in thy sight. Our prayers, 
our praises, our alms-deeds, and all we are 
and do, if weighed in the balance of the 
sanctuary, and brought to tta ^^«?| 
perfect law, would be iouxA xio\. ot&n 
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plorably deficient, bat altogether lighter 
than vanity itself— yet though we are vile, 
thou art gracious. We bless thee for that 
rich provision of grace and glory which 
thou hast made for thy penitent people, in 
the righteousness, sacrifice, and interces- 
sion of him who is their advocate with the 
Father, and the propitiation for their sins. 
Thou hast delivered thy redeemed from 

Soing down into the pit, by contriving, 
riding, and accepting a ransom for them* 
O certify us by thy blessed Spirit, and by 
the tokens of grace, that we are of the hap- 
py number : that we are loved by thee with 
an everlasting love, interested in the sure 
mercies of David. Continue thy goodness 
towards us to-night* May we, as the be- 
loved of the Lord, dwell in safety by him. 
Make us rest under thy defence, O thou 
Most High, and abide under the shadow of 
the Almighty* Thy mercies to us have 
been equally great, numerous, and unme- 
rited ; may we ever experience thee to be 
a God of love. Perfect, O Lord, that which 
concerneth us, and forsake not the work of 
thine own hands* Bless us with thy pre- 
sence, thy grace, and thy protection* ' 

Be with all thine every where* Visit 
them, in particular, with thy salvation 
whom we desire to bear upon our hearts be- 
fore thee. May those, wVio we raw wAl 
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dear to us, be near and dear to God : and 
whatever separation thy good providence 
may make upon earth , O grant that we 
and they may meet with joy at thy right 
hand in the hour of death and in the day of 
judgment.— -Bless the sinful nations of 
which we are a sinful part. Maintain the 
cause of thy truth, and enlarge the king- 
dom of thy Son amongst us. Remember 
for good thy faithful people of every deno- 
mination : more especially regard with thy 
choicest favour, and defend with thy mighty 
power, the Church to which we belong; . 
the gospel vine which thy own right hand 
hath planted ; and which, by thy gracious 
providence, hath taken root and filled the 
land. May she extend her boughs from 
sea to sea, until they have filled the whole 
earth; may we abide by her doctrines, and 
walk worthy of the holy vocation with 
which we are called. — Bless all orders and 
degrees of men, from the highest to the 
lowest ; may they be fearers of God, lovers 
of truth, and workers of righteousness; 
strengthen and relieve those who labour 
under any affliction in mind, body, or es- 
tate ; and make all work together for their 
good. — Carry us holy, peaceably, and safe- 
ly, through the ensuing Sabbath* Lift up 
the light of thy countenance, u^tol 
may our comforts be nevttat tew ««d^» 
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In all the duties that are before us may we 
look to the Spirit of grace for willingness 
and power to serve thee faithfully, and 
may our entire dependance be upon the 
merits of Jesus Christ the righteous, to 
render oar defective polluted services such 
as thou wilt mercifully accept in him. Be 
thou on to-morrow present in the worship- 
ping assemblies of thy saints 5 meet them 
that desire to meet with thee, and visit them 
with thy salvation, who mean to visit and 
wait on thee in the ordinances of thy ap- 
pointment: may such as seek thee be joyful 
and glad in thee; and may they find, by 
happy experience, that one day ia thy 
courts is better than a thousand elsewhere, 
and that thy house is indeed the house of 
God, and the gate of heaven* Be with all 
thy faithful stewards of thy mysteries in 
every place, who shall administer in thy 
name. Enable them rightly to divide the 
word of truth, giving both to saints and sin- 
ners their portion* Pardon the un wor- 
thiness of ministers and people, and vouch- 
safe to own thy glorious gospel, by making 
it effectual to the salvation of them that 
hear. Every spiritual and temporal mercy 
we request, for the alone sake of Jesus 
Christ the righteous. Amen. 
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DISCOURSE 
For Saturday Evening. 

The apostle Paul in the seventh of the 
Romans, gives an account of his own spi- 
ritual experience ; or of what he was in 
himself, and of what he was by grace. 

In and of himself, he acknowledged that 
he was carnal, sold under sin $ a transgres- 
sor by nature and practice ; and no move 
able to deliver and save himself, than a 
person who is sold as a slave, and bound 
with indissoluble chains, is able to rise 
into a state of liberty and independence. 
Nay, the apostle carries the subject farther 
still. For a slave though he has lost his 
freedom, may yet possses many valuable 
qualities of mind ; but the apostle would 
not allow that he was naturally possessed 
of any one good quality whatever* 1 know 
says he, that in me, that is in my flesh, 
dwelleth no good thing : nothing spiritu- 
ally go&d ; nothing that could recommend 
him to the favor of God, or even fit and 
qualify him for grace or glory. He is far 
indeed from denying what God had done 
for him, or from affirming, that no good 
thing had actually been bestowed upon 
him : on the contrary, he thankfully ac- 
knowledges the divine goofaft** wA^w 
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which had been manifested in his conver- 
sion, and mentions many good things 
which the Holy Spirit, had wrought in his 
soul. He expressly declares that he al- 
lowed not, or approved not, nay, that he 
bated the evil he at any time committed. 

This prince of the apostles, with every 
true believer, feel and complain of the de- 
pravity of sin in the heart. Every moment 
the child of God would be overwhelmed by 
the deluge of his corrupt affections, if the 
Lord did not take him into his ark, and 
shut him up until the waters subsided. 
Austin used to say, he did not fear the 
world, and the devil together, half so much 
as he did himself ; and it may be said of 
every true Christian, in proportion as he 
advances in the love of God, will advance 
in the hatred of himself. If God was to 
make any one their own keeper, they would 
the next moment make shipwreck of faith, 
and love, and obedience altogether. But 
blessed be his name, we are put into better 
hands. Every one that believes in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, every one that stands by faith; 
every one that simply, and humbly looks 
to him for righteousness and strength, has 
in him a tower of defence. A believer 
stands in Christ, like a man in the hollow 
of a rock, he hears the waves dashing on 
every side ; he hears the angry winds rag» 
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ing with horrid noise, but he remains un- 
hurt, and safe in the midst of all. Just so 
the Christian, in every danger and adver- 
sity, he is sheltered by the Lamb, and up- 
held from falling finally. The everlasting 
arms of Jehovah are spread beneath, a- 
round, and above him; and the same 
power that saves him on earth, shall enable 
him to persevere to the end, and at last 
bring him to heaven. 

Praise the Lord my joyful heart, 
With the elders bear thy part : 
Stand with them around the throne 
Singing praises to the Son. 

Strive with them in rapture lost, 
Who shall laud the Saviour most ; 
Join with angels to proclaim 
All the mercies of the Lamb. 

Saviour ! 1 the theme renew, 
Endless praises are thy due ; 
Anthems equal to thy grace, 
Saints and angels cannot raise. 

I my worthless mite cast in, 
Here the song of heav'n begin: 
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I the eternal chorus join, 
Echoing the love divine* 

Ever may I worship thee, 
Praise, my lov'd employment be; 
Sing the virtues of thy blood, 
E% r ery moment thank my God. 

CHRISTMAS MEDITATION. 

It is said of the babe of Bethlehem, he 
hath no form, nor comeliness ; and when 
We shall see him there is no beauty that we 
should desire him. But this refers not to 
Christ's person ; for he was literally fairer 
than the children of men, but to the humi- 
lity of his outward circumstances. Though 
King of saints, King of heaven, and King 
of the universe, no pomp distinguished his 
nativity ; no robes of state dazzled the eyes 
of the multitude; no guards surrounded 
his person, except the invisible guard of 
angels; no crown glittered on his brow; 
no sceptre adorned his head ; all created 
splendour was quite foregone by him who 
came not to be ministered unto but to min- 
ister, and togive his life a ransom for 
many. 

Wonder at the condescension of our 
Emmanuel in becoming man, and thereby 
making himself our btotViet, m& 
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bone, and flesh of our flesh. But then 
above all believer, that the Holy Spirit has 
vouchsafed to testify to our hearts the re- 
lation in which we stand to God. 

Consider though he was made a little 
lower than the angels, it was but for a little 
while ; for before his incarnation, he was 
higher, God over all blessed for ever. But 
for the work he had to do, he was incar- 
nated, and took human nature, that he 
might suffer and die ; which he could not 
have done had he not assumed a created 
nature. But he is now crowned with glory 
and honour; with divine glory as God, 
with celestial glory and honour as man i 
with mediatorial glory and honour as the 
deliverer and saviour of his people* What 
a reflection to have in view, that Christ, 
such were his gracious humilly and love, 
that he deemed it a crown of glory and 
honour, to be the deliverer and Saviour of 
his people, and that he should taate of 
death, and bear the iniquities of the many 
sons, whom God bad given him, and whom 
he had engaged to redeem. When he 
became incarnate, he was found in fash- 
ion as man, and appeared in the form 
of a servant; though Creator and Lord 
of all, he condescended to be despised 
and rejected of men, a man of sorrows > 
an d a c q u a i n te d with grief . WtV\\ fesofci 
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face from shame and spitting. He was 
despised, and we esteemed him not. 

If the most exalted benevolence; if trans- 
parent integrity ; if the most amiable hu- 
mility and unparalleled usefulness, could 
have exempted any from the arrows of 
malice, and from the strife of tongues, our 
blessed Lord who was, holiness and love 
incarnated, would not have experienced, 
the daily contradiction of sinners against 
himself* Plato is indeed reported to have 
said, that was it possible for virtue to ren- 
der itself visible, and to appear in human 
shape ; its beauty and loveliness, would be 
such as to attract the admiration aud affec- 
tions of all mankind. But Plato did not 
then consider, that all mankind by nature 
are degenerate beings, nor did he know a 
time would come, when virtue should ap- 
pear in human shape, be born in a manger, 
and at last be suspended on a cross, be- 
tween heaven and earth, as unworthy to 
exist in either. 

This hatred of Christ was not peculiar to 
Jewish times, or the Jewish nation, for 
had we lived at that period, and been des- 
titute of the grace of God in our hearts, 
we should have been equally guilty as they. 

Let us turn our eyes from the scene of 
his humiliation, and attentively view him, 
aa the Lamb standing on Moxurt, Zvou^the 
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Lamb of God who bore the Bins of an elect 
world. His residence is represented on 
that part of Jerusalem literally, whereon 
the temple was built, where sacrifices were 
offered and prayer made, standing in the 
attitude of a blessing, praying Priest, a 
teaching Prophet, a ruling Commander, 
and an ever vigilant Defender* He is now 
represented pleading our cause in the Je- 
rusalem which is above, with a number 
that no man can number, having his Fa- 
ther's name written on their foreheads. 

Soon we shall arrive at the Zion which 
is above, having returned to God by con- 
version, we shall return to him by death, 
with songs in praise of electing, ransom-* 
ing, pardoning, persevering, and glorifying 
grace. We may say to sickness, pain, 
and death, destroy this temple, but at the 
appointed season God, to whom it belongs, 
will raise it up a glorious body. 

Come desire of nations, come ! 
Fix in us thy humble home : 
Ua into a temple raise, 
Built for thy eternal praise. 

Hail, the Lord of earth and heaven 1 1 
Praise to thee by both be given : 
Thee we greet most lowly now ; 
Hail thee babe of l^\V\\«\v^^ffi^\ 
L. 2 
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King of glory, soul of bliss, 
Everlasting life is this ; 
Thee to know, thy power to prove, 
Thus to sing, and thus to love ! 

Adam's likeness* Lord deface, 
Stamp thy image in its place ; 
Second Adam from above, 
Seal us with the Spirit's love. 



GOOD FRIDAY. 

Take a momentary view of Christ in the 
garden, and on the cross, hear him say, 
The cup which my Father hath given me, 
shall I not drink it. Not my will but thine 
be done. Look at him when betrayed by 
one disciple, denied by another, and aban- 
doned by all. See him dragged before 
Caiaphas, and loaded with every insult at 
the tribunal of unrighteousness. When 
presented to Pilate, or when mocked and 
contumaciously treated by Herod, and his 
soldiers, he spake not a word. When 
scourged, when buffeted, when crowned 
with thorns, when arrayed in a ludicrous 
robe, when spat upon, when hood-winked, 
when addressed with the mock honours of 
royalty, or when struck by the very ser- 
vantsj with the palms <A \.Wvt 



A C0UR6B OF FAMILY PRAYER. 131 



through the whole scene of horror we be- 
hold the Saviour resigned, patient, and 
benign. 

History affords various examples of ma- 
jesty and misery united ; very many have 
the instances been of grandeur and of vir- 
tue in distress. But all created splendor, 
and all human sufferings, vanish into no- 
thing, when compared with the majesty of 
Jesus Christ, and with the sorrows he sus- 
tained. As in dignity of person, so in ex- 
tremity of sufferings, he has, and can have 
no parallel among the sons of men. Read 
what suffering innocence underwent, ye 
gay ones of the earth, and learn to set light 
by all worldly glory. Meditate thereon, ye 
sons and daughters of affliction, and learn 
to bear with patience your small, your di- 
minutive small portion of the cross, the 
whole weight of which was borne by our 
agonizing Lord. Ponder upon these things, 
ye that believe through grace, and see with 
grateful wonder at what vast expence of 
love and anguish, the friend of sinners re- 
deemed you unto God. Reflect thereon; 
ye fearful and trembling seekers of his 
name ; and doubt the sounding of bis bow- 
els, and of lys mercy toward you if you 
can. You of his people, who are afraid to 
die, behold the grave softened, and conse- 
crated into a bed of safe wcA 
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all who expire rejoicing in the sacrifice of 
his death. 

Such reflections as these, should engage 
not only the assent, but the thankful, the 
believing approbation of lost sinful man. Is 
not food welcome to the famishing lips P 
Poes not the proclamation of gratuitous 
liberty fill the hearts of despairing captives 
with joy unknown before ? Is not free and 
full pardon, matter of gladness and triumph 
to criminals under sentence of death, who 
wait with anxious dread the hour of exe- 
cution. And yet how coolly, how negli- 
gently, do the generality of mankind view 
the redemption of immortal sinners, ac- 
complished by the Son of God. Blessed 
thrice blessed, are they who believe the re- 
port, and to whom is revealed the arm of 
the Lord. 

He was oppressed of men, and was af- 
flicted of God, yet he opened not his mouth 
in the least complaint. He is brought as 
a lamb to the slaughter. He was content 
to be sacrificed as the true passover, or pas- 
chal Lamb, and as a sheep before her shear- 
ers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth. 
He submitted to be shorn of all his hon- 
ors, of wealth, ease, reputation and life 
itself, displaying all the while silent meek- 
ness and forgiving love. When he was 
reviled, he reviled not again \ \*\\*vi he 
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suffered threatened not, but committed 
himself to him that judgeth righteously. 

Ye heavens, rejoice in Jesus's grace ; 
Let earth make a noise, and echo his praise; 
The great congregation, below and above, 
Redeemed by his passion, shall sing of his 
love. 

Ye mountains and vales, in praises abound ; 
Ye hills, and ye dales, continue the sound : 
Break forth into singing, ye trees of the 
wood, 

For Jesus's bringing lost sinners to God. 

Atonement he made, for each of his own ; 
Their debt he hath paid, their work he hath 
done ; 

With gfad exultation, his triumph pro- 
claim, 

Ascribing salvation to God and the Lamb. 

Redemption he wrought, and gained our 
release : 

Who take it unbought, He seals them for 
his; 

Throughout the believer, His glory dia- 
plays, 

And perfects for ever, the vessels of grace. 
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W E have now to consider our Lord, 
who was cut off from the land of the liv- 
ing, by the wickedness of men, yet God 
had a most important end, in decreeing to 
permit his crucifixion, seeing as it is de- 
clared. For the transgression of my peo- 
ple was he stricken, thus evincing that 
Christ did not die for them that finally pe- 
rish. He is now taken from prison, that 
is the prison of the grave by his resurrec- 
thon, and from judgment for ever exempt 
from standing at an human tribunal. He 
made his grave with the wicked, and with 
the rich in his death; that is he died 
with the wicked, even with two male- 
factors who were crucified at the same 
time; and had his grave with the rich, 
being interred in Joseph's of Arimathea's 
tomb, though he had done no wickedness, 
neither was any deceit in his mouth. 

David, who flourished more than a thou- 
sand years before Christ, saw by faith, the 
Messiah's day afar of, and not only enjoyed 
an assurance of interest in the blessings of 
the Mediator's salvation, but was also one 
of the most eminent and most explicit 
among that goodly society of prophets who 
predicted the incarnat\on,suSti\\tv^ 5 4<i«Lth 
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and resurrection of Christ and the glory 
that should follow. And though the sa- 
cred Penman has been dead almost three 
thousand years, yet are his Psalms immor- 
tal, and by them he continues to sing, and 
will to the world's end, in strains inferior 
only to those which his glorified soul is now 
singing before the throne above. The 
Psalmist introduces Christ as addressing 
God the Father, saying, Thou wilt not 
leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suf- 
fer thine Holy One to see corruption 5 he 
in a following psalm, namely the twenty- 
fourth, from beginning to end, presents us 
with a compendious but sublime display 
of Immanuel's essential dignity of God, 
and of his mediatorial exaltation as man 
from the grave : in it the royal and sweet 
singer of Israel draws a picture of his hea- 
venly Master's glory, with the faithful 
pencil of truth, dipped in the richest co- 
lours of elevated poetry. He treats of 
Christ as God and man, and ascending in 
his human nature after he had risen from 
the dead to the seat of glory, there to inter- 
cede for his people, till they all shall safely 
arrive at the hill of the Lord, in the com- 
plete glorification of his mystic body, for 
who*e redemption he had died and rose 
again. 

The absolute union WvaA. 
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Christ and his elect body, is such, that his 
death is deemed by divine justice,a full com- 
pensation for all their sins, because he died 
in their stead, as their substitute and sacri- 
fice. By his resurrection their pardon and 
justification are evidenced, proclaimed and 
and ratified, and his ascension is the pledge, 
the prelude, and the security of their end- 
less glorification. Thus the scriptures de- 
clare, that the whole of Christ's active and 
passive obedience, is transferred and im- 

Euted to all that trust in him ; and they 
ave, through grace alone, a right to, and 
an interest in the entire merit of his righ- 
teousness, suffering, death and resurrec- 
tion. The people of God, thus bought 
with a price, endeavour to live to his glory, 
nor can it be otherwise; for as the law of 
God were within the heart oi Christ, so it 
is in those of his seed. 

As finite creatures we shall never be able 
to express or reckon up the mercies re- 
ceived from the Trinity in Unity, nor shall 
we be ever able to comprehend the length, 
the breadth, the depth, the height, nor the 
number and value of these acts of grace 
bestowed upon us. 
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In guilt's dark dungeon where we lay, 
Mercy cry'd " spare;" and Justice, 
" slay :" 

But Jesus answer'd, €S »et them free ; 
And pardon them, and punish me" 

Our Surety, now released by God, 
Pleads the rich ransom of his blood : 
No new demands, no bar, remains ; 
But Mercy, all triumphant reigns. 

Believer, hail your rising Head, 
The first begotten from the dead : 
Your resurrection's sure, through his, 
To endless life and boundless bliss. 

Salvation is of God alone ; 
Eternal life is in his Son : 
And He, who gave his Son to bleed, 
Will freely give us all we need. 



ASCENSION DAY. 

We have considered the birth, suffer- 
ings, death and resurrection of our Lord 
and Saviour, now let us contemplate his 
ascension ; let us consider the subject as 
recorded by David in the sixty-eightiv 
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Psalm, who was favored with a view of on 
adorable Surety thus ascending, after hav 
ing finished the work of redemption for hi 
elect people, who as man and Mediatoi 
has a name given him above every name 
and all power committed to him both i; 
heaven and in earth. Who prepares th 
abodes of glory for his people, and then 
prepares his people for them ; for he ha 
all the glory of being their only righteous 
ness, propitiation, and Saviour, and wil 
have the glory of saving them finally an 
completely ; for he is the Lord Jehovab 
very and eternal God, strong to save 
mighty to preserve, even the Lord, might 
in battle. 

The inspired poet represents the angel 
in the above psalm, who were spectator 
of his sufferings, as attendants of his exal 
tation, and as adding to the splendor of hi 
retinue, in escorting the ascending Saviou 
to the right hand of the Majesty on higt 
Hence he informs us, that the chariots c 
God are twenty thousand, even thousand 
of angels, a certain number for an uncer 
tain. The apostle calls them an innumer 
able company of angels. David adds, An 
the Lord is among them in person, whe 
he ascended from mount Olivet, as in th 
holy place of Sinai, as much among ther 
there encircled with t\ie\x ^o\\w^ kst! 
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as he was, when he gave the law to Israel, 
on the mount, many ages before his incar- 
nation. 

Let it be remembered that the angels 
are, like chariots of war, for th$ strength 
and protection of the Lord's people, and 
are for his honour and glory. They are the 
chariots of God in which, as it were, he 
rides about doing his will, and in which at 
the time of his crucifixion, he took up the 
bodies and souls of his saints, who were 
raised from their graves, when he himself 
arose ; and by whose swiftness of minis- 
tration he likewise ascended up to heaven, 
and in which he will descend at the last 
day. When his people come to die, and 
their souls are on the point of launching 
into the world of spirits, a detachment of 
angels shall guard them safe to glory, and 
he will make use of them at the. resurrec- 
tion, to gather his saints to him, when 
their bodies shall be raised. 

His agony in the garden was a warfare, 
a conflict with the wrath and justice of the 
Father. What were his sufferings on the 
cross, but a battle against the invisible ene-> 
roies of the soul. *Tis true he died in the 
warfare, bowed his head, and gave up the 
ghost : but this was the very circumstance 
that crowned him with victory and aiicc**^ 
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He fell to conquer; and conquered when 
he fell. 

His resurrection indeed declared him to 
be the Son of God with power ; but it was 
bis triumphant ascension which put his 
divinity and Messiaship beyond all doubt. 
Having finished the arduous work he had 
taken upon himself, he went up on high, 
he ascended to his throne, there as man to 
participate that glory, which as God he had 
with the Father, before the world was. 
Angels attended him from earth to heaven, 
when he went up from the mount of Olives, 
and seraphs sung as he ascended. Lift up 
your heads, O ye everlasting doors, and let 
the King of Glory in. To which others of 
the responsive choir replied, Who is the 
King of Glory? The answer given was, It 
is the Lord strong and mighty; even the 
Lord mighty in battle. He then led cap- 
tivity captive, captivating those by Lis grace, 
who were before captives of sin and unbe- 
lief, and bruised the serpent's head, des- 
troyed the works of the devil, and rendered 
all his power and craft abortive. He then 
received gifts for men, yea even for the re- 
bellious, that the Lord God might dwell 
among them by his Spirit, influence, and 
grace ; that they who have access to him 
here below, might reign for ever with 
him above. 
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Dearest Lord, from every creature, 
Praise shall to thy name be given; 
Worthy thou of more and greater, 
King of aaints, and king of heaven ; 

Kindling transports 
Swell our hearts and tune our tongues. 

Hint we praise for his ascension, 
Conqueror of sin and death ; 
Gone up to prepare a mansion, 
For his ransom' d flock beneath ; 

They shall quickly 
Reign with him in glory there. 

We shall soon in bliss adore thee, 
Gain the realms of endless day; 
Soon be gathered home in glory ; 
All our tears be wip*d away : 

There, for ever, 
Sing the Lamb's new song of love. 



JESUS, with his own powerful blood, 
Went up above the skies ; 
Now, in the presence of our God, 
Shews his own sacrifice. 
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Jesus, the King of glory, reigns 
On Sion's heavenly hill ; 
Looks like a Lamb that has been slain, 
And wears his priesthood still. 

He ever lives to intercede 

Before his Father's face ; 

Give him, my soul, thy cause to plead, 

Nor doubt the Father's grace. 



WHITSUNDAY. 

It is an eternal and unalterable truth es- 
tablished by the voice and seal of God's 
truth, that as man did not create himself, 
no more can he regenerate or make him- 
self a new creature, nor ever give a help* 
ing hand towards it, either in whole or 
in part, without being his own creator. For 
regeneration and sanctification, supposing 
there is any difference between them,, to- 
gether with the holy liberty produced by 
them, and glorification with which they 
are indissolubly connected, are everywhere 
in scripture ascribed solely to the free grace 
and insuparable influence of God. Hence 
the translation of the soul from its natural, 
into a gracious state, is styled a new 
creation; a second birth, a resurrection. 
Whence it necessarily fo\\oNvs,w&t**Xta. 
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Holy Spirit can be supposed to make use 
of metaphors and illustrations, not only 
foreign to the purpose, but actually and de- 
signedly calculated to mislead our judg- 
ment, and give us false ideas of the subject 
he treats of ; then it of course follows, as 
nothing could create itself, as no infant 
could beget itself, and no dead person can 
raise himself, so without the special, super- 
natural, and invincible power and grace of 
the Holy Spirit, can restore himself to the 
divine likeness* 

Let us then never forget, that it is to the 
Holy Spirit, to whom we are indebted for 
all our saving knowledge of Christ, and 
yet this divine agent is too often shut out 
from the views of believers themselves, who 
are too apt to lose sight of his person and 
his influences. For he it is who first leads 
the soul out of a state of nature into a state 
of grace, and he it is who conveys the soul 
he has renewed out of a corrupt body, out 
of time, out of the world into eternity, 
with the company of angels, and to the « at 
of Christ. The Psalmist knew what hesafd, 
when he prayed, Let thy loving Sptfrit 
lead me into the land of righteousness. 

Here I cannot help remarking, amidst 
that beautiful variety of sacred experiences, 
which obtain among those who are saivo*^ 
turned from darkness to Wg\\l,v\vtW>&^ 
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&n universal resemblance sufficiently strong 
to prove, that notwithstanding the diversity 
Qf gifts and operations, it is the same 
Lard, the same Holy Spirit, who worketh 
all in all. Thence what was literally ac- 
complished in the day of Pentecost, will go 
on to be mystically accomplished, as long 
as the sun and moon endure. Such is the 
eventual sameness of experimental, or heart 
religion, and so wonderfully does the work 
of grace in all true believers, however no- 
minally distinguished, or widely dispersed, 
harmonize and tally ; that they may in this 
respect repeat the question once psked by 
the admiring foreigners at Jerusalem: How 
hear we every man in our own tongue 
wherein we were born, Parthians, and 
Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers of 
Mesopatamia, and in Judea and Cappado- 
cia, in Pontus, and Asia; Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of 
Lydia, about Cyrene, and strangers of 
Rome, Jews and proselytes, Cretes and 
Arabians, we do hear them speak ia our 
tongues, the wonderful works of God. 

Granted is the Saviour's prayer, 
Sent the prom is ep* Comforter ; 
Holy Ghost our hearts inspire, 
Kindle there a holy fire. 
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Brood thou o'er our nature's night, 
Darkness kindle into light ; 
Spread thy overshadowing wing?, 
Order, from confusion springs. 

Pain, and guilt, and sorrow cease ; 
Thee we feel, and all is peace ; 
Joy divine in thee we prove ; 
Light of truth, and fire of love, 



TRINITY SUNDAY. 

WoTHING can be plainer from the 
word of God, then that there are Three 
Divine Persons, who bear record in heaven, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; 
and that these three are one in nature, 
power and glory. And as the adorable 
Three are joint partakers of every attribute 
and perfection, so are they equally to be 
praised for the love which they bear to us 
sinners. Gpd the Father so loved the world 
of his elect people, as to give his only be- 
gotten Son for their redemption. God the 
Son loved his church, and gave himself for 
it, and God the Spirit also loves those, 
whom the Father hath chosen, and God 
the Son died to save. 

In the first creation al\ xWYYto*^ «ws» 
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of the Trinity were concerned. The Al- 
mighty power of God the Sop, carried the 
Father's will into execution, by command- 
ing the rough materials to exist of which 
all things were made. And the scripture 
celebrates the co-equal power of the Holy 
Spirit, displayed in seperatjng those mate- 
rials into their respective classes, and in 
diffusing regularity, usefulness, and beauty 
over the shapeless chaos. Thus at the be- 
gining, did God, in all the persons, or all 
the persons in the Godhead, create the 
heavens and the earth. 

Let it be remembered, that those who 
think to advance the honour of God the 
father by derogating either from the glory 
of the Son, or the divine working of the 
IJoly Spirit, hath not the Father. For we 
have only peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and our regeneration by the 
Holy Spirit. The Father, Son and Spirit 
are joined together in the scriptures, in 
order to shew that none can be disparaged. 
Denying the plurality of persons in the 
Holy Trinity leaves no person at all. Ob- 
jecting Christ's personality and that of the 
Holy Spirit, we reject God the Father, and 
imperceptibly becomes a deist. 
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Hail, holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Thrice blessed one, in three ; 
By all the heavenly hosts ador'd, 
Ere man began to be. 

Worshipp'd by all thy saints below, 
The God of truth and grace ; 
Thror* faith, the great Three Onb they 
know, 

And triumph in thy praise. 

The upper and the tower choir 
Shall soon be join'd in one ; 
And both triumphantly conspire 
Tor worship round thy throne. 

Angels and saints, when time shall end, 
Shall all thy love display; 
And in thy glorious praises spend 
An everlasting day. 



Eternal Father, we adore, 
And joyful own thy name : 
Thou wast, and art, and evermore 
Remain est God the same. 
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To thee, Redeemer, Lamb of God, 
Our praise shall never cease : 
Through thy most precious wounds and 
blood 

Flow all our happiness. 

Hail promised Spirit, Holy Ghost, 
Sent down for Israel's guide : 
Thee will we bless, when time is lost, 
And we are glorified. 

LIFE AND DEATH. 

]Fe\V of days and full of trouble, 
is a motto to human dignity. We see men 
in the full alacrity of health and comeliness, 
their nerves braced with vigour, reduced 
by diseases, and finally cut down like flow- 
ers rooted in a generous soil basking in the 
sun, replete with elegance of form, beauty 
of colour, fragrancy of scent, and liveli- 
ness of verdure, now falling, dried up and 
withered. 

On whata precarious tenure do we hold all 
sublunary things ; and how unstisfactory is 
each created comfort. Every sweet has its 
temperature of bitter ; every rose has its 
thorn. If riches increase, vanity increases 
with them ; as also cares and solicitudes, 

rs 9 and very often desires are multiplied, 
•h prevent the en\oymei\X e»p&cta&« \i 
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we look to the post of honour, the path* 
thereunto are rough and thorny, and when 
the station is arrived at, the eminence is 
slippery; envy and detraction will be sure 
to fix on that station. Royalty, pomp, 
rank, power, and ambition, often surround 
those who are strangers to happiness. Sa- 
tisfaction is often looked for in a lovely nu- 
merous offspring, but alas ! if one child is 
carried off by death, what does the mourn- 
ing parent feel ? perhaps none can tell : 
the rest that survive, can hardly afford 
comfort, till time has mollified the wound- 
ed heart. Even the vicious courses of one 
prodigal shall give more anguish, than the 
rest can repay. Shall a fascinating form be 
set up as an idol, in order to bestow felicity? 
An unregenerate beauty, when she surveys 
herself in the reflecting mirror, builds no 
small portion of projected happiness on the 
elegancy of her features, her complexion, 
and her person. Her toilette is an altar at 
which she pays her sincerest devotions; 
herself is the goddess to whom she bows j 
but does beauty lay a real foundation for 
happiness and se f-com place ncy ? By no 
means. A fit of sickness, a paralytic 
stroke, and a thousand other unexpected 
incidents, nay, sudden death, may quickly 
wither the fairest face, and ycim xXvsAwt- 
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liest form* At best beauty is but skin 
deep : in proof of which* only suppose the 
most transcendent countenance in the 
world to be stripped of its skin, and what a 
spectacle of horror would it exhibit. 

If any thing can tend to throw the world 
into shades, and wither the pride of sublu- 
nary good, it must be the reflection of our 
state here below, the prccariousness of our 
tenure, and the shortness of our continu- 
ance. Life is an avenue to death ; death 
dismisses us to the bar of God, and God's 
tribunal transmits us to heaven or hell. The 
world is a perishing world, whose fashion 
passes away almost as fast as we are pass* 
iog away from it. For all must die and re- 
volutions similar to death, obtain through 
the whole course of material nature. Figu- 
ratively speaking, night dies when day takes 
place, and day dies as night comes on. The 
seasons die in their turn ; there is also 
political death, domestic death, and many 
other, besides personal death, 

Jf we, and all around us^ are such flu 
beings ; if one generation passes and an 
other cometh ; if every beating pulse we 
tell leave but the number less, surely tru 
wisdom must bid us aim at that, whic 
knows none of these changes and alterati 
ons, aod to learn that nothing but the favo 
of God in Christ can «n«tj 
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brighten every sorrow, and sweeten every 
pain* Only the heart felt possession of 
God can make an immortal being happy. 
Thanks be to him there is such a bless- 
ing to look for, as his mercy, is from 
everlasting to everlasting. Let this be our 
grand reflection, that every moment we 
breathe, calls for & song of praise from the 
redeemed, and as time rolls on* it brings 
with it an aggregate of collected mercies. 
Time, whose invisible and silent arm 
undermines the loftiest towers will soon 
reduce us to dust and ashes. If we are be- 
lievers in Christ while our bodies are 
mouldering in the grave, our spirits shall 
be before the throne, beholding for ever 
the splendor of that eternal Sun, that will 
continue to beam everlastingly upon the 
world of redeemed sinners. In us shall be 
completed that promise, Thy sun shall no 
more go down, neither shall thy moon with- 
draw its light, and the days of thy mourn- 
ing shall be ended* Let my soul, said 
Averroes, the dying heathen, live among 
the philosophers : but a dying, yea a living 
Christian, cannot breathe a better wish 
than, Let my soul ascend to that place, 
where God manifests his glory, where 
Christ reigns in person, and where the 
Divine Spirit sheds his enliveam^ V*w«ss^ 
over those whom \\e t\\vviiVwA ^vtfft* 
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dead in trespasses and sins. Let us look 
by faith within the veil where the goodly 
fellowship of the patriarchs and prophets * 
the glorious company of the apostles, and 
the noble army of martyrs dwell: where 
angels reside, and the spirits of just men 
made perfect, and where all the elect now 
living, and yet unborn, shall live for ever 
with the Lord. 

Now as all earthly good, which is merely 
such subsides at death, what the world calls 
honour, wealth, and pleasure, all leave us 
when we come to die, just like the cloathes 
which we leave behind us, never to put 
them on again, yet the believer carries 
with him several things, which will not 
only bear him company from earth to hea- 
ven, but will likewise stay with him for 
ever there. His part in the book of life ; 
his interest in the covenant of grace ; his 
title to a share in what Christ has done, 
and suffered for sinners: the sanctifying 
influence of the Holy Spirit, all the graces 
and all the comforts of that blessed person 
are inseperable from a child of God. Go 
where he will, these go with him, and shall 
for ever continue with him. 

When he is about to finish his course, 
and to quit his tenement of clay ; when 
death comes with a writ of ejectment, he 
en turns his back on tVve *oA&— toA 
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peace reign within, in proportion to his 
measure of hope and joy in God the Father 
as his friend } and peace in consequence of 
interest in that peace, which Christ made 
by the blood of his cross. The presence 
of God in his soul will make him in the 
view of death, say with the apostle Paul, I 
have a desire to depart, and to be with 
Christ, which is far better : or like a good 
man who died some years past, with those 
words in his mouth, u Now angels do your 
office 1" 

A dying Christian reposing on Christ, 
the Rock of Ages, represents a stately ship 
lying at anchor by moonlight, in the mouth 
of the harbour, in a smooth sea, and under 
a serene sky, waiting forhigh water to carry 
it into the haven, and when the appointed 
moment arrives, he shall have an abundant 
if he has not a triumphant entrance. He 
shall then enjoy his Heavenly Father's 
countenance in a state of the highest se- 
curity, happiness, and undiminished bright- 
ness. He shall see the glory of the Lord, 
and the excellency of his power, grace, 
righteousness, and salvation for ever. 

Fear not thou child of God to go down 
the valley of the shadow of death, the Lord 
will then be your sun and shield, and as he 
N 2 
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has given you his grace, he will lead and 
protect you safe to glory. Having your 
eye entirely fixed on the Captain of your 
Salvation, he will set you at liberty from 
the fear of death. With a clear discern- 
ment of the finished redemption of Christ, 
you will not tremble or shrink back from 
dying. What was it that made the primi- 
tive Christians number death among the 
choicest of their treasures, and to consider 
it with the same complacency of idea, as 
if they were only going on a journey of plea- 
sure, or removing out of a cottage into a 
palace ? It was a believing sight of Christ 
crucified — it was a reliance on him as the 
Lamb of God who bore away their sins — 
that opened a vista of joy and cheerfulness 
through the shades of dissolution. It not 
<nly gilds and softens, but reverses the 
horrors of the tomb, and puts a new song 
into the believer's mouth, even thanksgiv- 
ing unto God, and make him sing, O death 
where is thy sting. If Pope reckoned it 
among the felicities of his life that he had 
once seen Dryden; if the sight of one emi- 
nent person could give such satisfaction to 
another, how transcending must the bles- 
sedness be of seeing him, whom to see is 
life eternal. 
The scriptures give us an account how 
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the sting of death is taken away. David 
could console himself at that momentous 
crisis, that there was an everlasting cove- 
nant ordered in all things and sure. The 
apostle Paul longed to depart* and to be 
with Christ, knowing in whom he had be- 
lieved. He uttered an enigma, which none 
of the philosophers that ever breathed could 
answer, namely* Death is gain. How dif- 
ferent does the believer in Christ view 
death* to the person who goeth about to 
establish his own righteousness, and has 
not submitted to the righteousness of God. 
I know, says he, that the stream is narrow 
that flows between grace and glory. The 
temple of my body will soon be taken down; 
it will be dissolved, loosened* and resolved 
into its 6rst principles, in order to he re- 
built ; therefore let sickness, pain, and 
death destroy this body, at the appointed 
time, God, to whom it belongs, will raise 
it up. How similar are the faith and views 
of God's enlightened people in all genera- 
tions. 

When Mr. Edward Deering, a Kentish 
clergymen of distinguished piety and use- 
fulness, who flourished in the reign of 
Elizabeth, and died in 15?fi, was raised up 
in his bed a little before he expired, took 
occasion from the sun shining full La l\ve* 
face at the time^ to exYu^Vv^^A^^^ 
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lows i " There is but one sun in the world, 
and but one righteousness, and one com- 
munion of saints* If 1 were the most ex- 
cellent of all creatures, and were equal in 
righteousness to Abraham, Isaac, and Ja- 
cob, yet should I have reason to confess 
myself a sinner, and could expect no salva- 
tion but in the righteousness of Jesus 
Christ." 

The contemplation of death to the peo- 
ple of God is sweet ; for when they come 
to die, and it really does not deserve the 
name of dying, for it Is only as it were go- 
ing out to see a friend— a quitting our own 
house for a better* and for better company. 
We are not afraid to go and meet a friend 
on an invitation, whom we love, and whom 
we know loves us ; we are not afraid to go 
and see him, and was it not for the corrup- 
tion that is within us, a child of God would 
receive the intimation of death as such an 
invitation, I have generally observed that 
the fear of death to the people of God, is 
abundantly greater before they come to die, 
than when they stand upon the verge of 
death itself. For a mist at a distance, 
seems impenetrable, and to involve every 
thing in the thickest gloom ; but as you 
advance, the light is clearer, and you find 
the cloud not quite so thick as it appeared 
distance., When men tft&st ftssa the 
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world by death, it is like the sea at low 
water, which recedes from the shores it 
used to cover. Man rising again, resem- 
bles the sea returning with a full tide and 
retrieving the dishonour of its ebb, by the 
majestic redundancy of its flow. 

Happy hour that shall divest us of all 
imperfection at a stroke, and at a stroke 
conform us, both in holiness, happiness 9 an4 
glory to him who is the head of all princi- 
pality and power. An expectation so di- 
vine, may well reconcile the believer to 
the afflictions of this life, and to the short- 
ness of his continuance below. 

Oh 1 thou that hear'st the prayer of faith, 
Wilt thou not save a soul from death, 

That casts itself on thee ? 
I have no refuge of my own, 
But fly to what my Lord has done, 

And suffer'd once for me. 

Delivered in the sinner's stead, 
Thy spotless righteousness I plead, 

And thine availing blood : 
Thy righteousness my robe shall be, 
Thy merit shall atone for me, 

And bring me near to God. 

Then snatch me from eternal deaxVi* 
The Spirit of adoption \>xe*\hfc* 
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His consolations send : 
By Him some word of life impart, 
And softly whisper to my heart, 

Thy Maker is thy friend. 

The king of terrors then would be 
A welcome messenger to me 

To call my soul away : 
l*d leave this world, and all its charms, 
To sleep, O Saviour, in thine arms, 

And wake to endless day. 

Prepare me, O my God ! 

To stand before thy face : 

Thy Spirit must the work perform, 

For it is all of grace. 

My soul for refuge flies 
To him that died for men ; 
Who gave himself a sacrifice, 
To take away my sin- 
In Christ's obedience cloath, 
And wash me in his blood : 
So shall I lift my head with joy, 
Among the sons of God. 

Rejoice in glorious hope, 
Of that great day unknown, 
When we shall be caught up, 
To stand before his throne : 
CalVd to partake the marriage feast, 
And lean on our Imma&utVataraU 
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The Heavens declare the Glory of God. 

THE sky's a veil, the outward scene 
Proclaims the Majesty within, 
Which boundless Light, tho' hid behind, 
Breaks out too great to be confin'd. 
The heav'n thy glorious impress wears, 
Thy image glitters in the stars : 
The firmament, thine high abode 
Seems too the spangl'd robe of God. 
Whene'er its beauty I admire, 
Its radiant globes direct me higher : 
In silent praise they point to thee, 
All light, all eye, all majesty 1— 
Yes, Lord, each shining orb declares 
Thy name in dazzling characters ; 



And seem to form a crown of praise. 



CHRIST, whose glory fills the skies, 
Christ the true the only light, 

Sun of righteousness arise, 
Triumph o'er the shades of night \ 

Day-spring from on high be near, 

Day-star in my heart wp^ewu 



As 




they dart their rays, 



A Morning Hymn. 
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Dark and cheerless is the morn, 

Unaccompanied by thee ; 
Joyless is the day's return, 

Till thy mercy's beams I see ; 
Till thy inward light impart, 
Glad my eyes and warm my heart. 

Visit then this soul of mine, 

Pierce the gloom of sin and grief ; 

Fill me, Radiancy Divine ; 
Scatter all my unbelief : 

More and more thyself display, 

Shining to the perfect day. 



A Chamber Hymn. 

WHAT tho' my frail eye-lids refuse, 

Continuing watching to keep, 
And punctual as midnight renews ; 

Demand the refreshment of sleep \ 
A sov'reign Protector I have, 

Unseen, yet for ever at hand, 
Unchangeably faithful to save : 

Almighty to rule and command. 

From evil secure and its dread, 
I rest, if my Saviour is nigh, 

And songs his kind presence indeed 
Shall in the night seasou supply ; 
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He smiles and my comforts abound, 

His grace as the dew shall descend, 
And walls of salvation surround 
, The soul he delights to defend. 

Kind author and ground of my hope, 

Thee, thee, for my God I avow, 
My glad Ebenezer set up, 

And own thou hast help'd me till now ; 
I muse on the years that are past, 

Wherein my defence thou hast prov'd, 
Nor wilt thou relinquish at last 

A sinner so signally lov'd. 

Ihspirer and hearer of prayer, 
Thou feeder and guardian of thine, 

My all to thy covenant care, 
1 sleeping and waking resign ; 

If thou art my shield and my sun, 
The night is no darkness to me, 

And fast as the moments roll on, 

' They bring me but nearer to thee. 

Thy minist'ring spirits descend, 

To watch while thy saints are asleep, 
By day and by night they attend, 

The heirs of salvation to keep ; 
Bright seraphs dispatch from the throne, 

Repair to the stations assign 'd, 
And angels elect are sent down, 

To guard the elect of ica\&ycA* 
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Thy worship no interval knows, 

Their fervour is still on the wing $ 
And while they protect my repose, 

They chaunt to the praise of my King. 
I too, at the season ordain'd, 

Their chorus for ever shall join; 
And love and adore without end, 

Their faithful Creator, and mine. 



A Contemplation suggested by Rev. vii. 9 — 17. 

I SAW, and lo ! a countless throng, 
Th' elect of ev'ry nation, name and tongue, 
Assembled round the everlasting throne ; 

With robes of white enduM 

(The righteousness of God). 

And each a palm sustain'd 

In his victorious hand ; [gun : 

When thus the bright melodious choir be- 

" Salvation to thy name, 

" Eternal God, and co-eternal Lamb, 
" In power, in glory, and in essence* one 1" 

So sung the saints, th* angelic train, 
Second the anthem with a loud Amen. 
These in the outer circle stood, 
(The saints were nearest God ) : 
And prostrate fall, with glory overpowVd, 
And hide their faces with their wings, 
And thus address the King of kings: 
" AIlhail,bythy triumphant c\\uxc\\^V4V 
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u Blessing and thanks* and honour too 
* g Are thy supreme, thy everlasting due* 
" Our triune sovereign, our propitious 
Lordl" 

While I beheld the amazing sight, 
A seraph pointed to the saints in white, 
And told me who they were, and whence 
they came : 
u These are they, whose lot below 
Was persecution, pain, and woe : 
These are the chosen, purchased flock, 
Who ne'er their Lord forsook ; 
Through his imputed merit free from 
blame ; 
Redeem J d from every sin : 
And, as thou seest, whose garments were 
made clean, 
Wash'd in the blood of yon exalted Lamb : 
SavM by his righteousness alone, 
Spotless they stand before the throne, 
And in the ethereal temple ehaunt his 
praise ; 

Himself among them deigns to dwell, 
And face to face his light reveal : 
Hunger and thirst, as heretofore, 
And pain and heat they know no more ; 
Nor need, as once, the sun's prolific rays ; 
Immanuel, here, his people feeds, 
To streams of joy perennial leads, 
And wipes, for ever wipes, the tears from 
ev ry face," 
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Happy the souls released from fear, 
And safely landed there ! 
Some of the shining number, once I 
knew, 

And travelPd with them here : 
Nay, some (my elder brethren now) 
Sat later out for heav'n ; my junior saints 
below ; 

Long after me they heard the call of grace, 
Which wak'd them unto righteousness- 
How have they got beyond I 
Converted last, yet first with glory crown'dl 
Little once I thought that these 
Would first the summit gain, 
And leave me far behind, slow journeying 

thro 1 the plain ! 
Lov'd while on earth; nor less belov'd, 

tho' gone : 
Think not I envy you your crown ; 
No, if I could, I would not call you down, 
Tho' slower is my pace, 
To you I'll follow on, 
Leaning on Jesus all the way ; 
Who now and then lets fall a ray 
Of comfort from his throne, 
The shinings of his grace. 
Soften my passage thro 9 the wilderness, 
And vines nectareous spring, where briers 
grew: 

The sweet unveilings of his face, 
Make me at times, uear \va\S as Msst as you. 



POETICAL PIECES. 165 



O might his beauty feast my ravish'd eyes, 
His gladdening presence ever stay, 
And cheer me all my journey thro' ! 

But soon the clouds return ; my triumph 
dies ; 

Damp vapours from the valley rise, 

And hide the hill of Sion from my view. 
Spirit of light, thrice holy dove, 
Brighten my sense of int'rest in that love 
Which knew no birth, and never shall 
expire 1 

Electing goodness, firm and free, 
My whole salvation hangs on thee, 

Eldest and fairest daughter of eternity 
Redemption, grace, and glory too, 
Our bliss above, and hopes below, 
From her their parent fountain flow , 

Ah tell me, Lord, that thou hast chosen mel 

Thou, who hast kindled an intense desire, 
Fulfil the wish thy influence did inspire, 
And let me my election know ! 

Then, when thy summons bids me come 
up higher, 

Well pleas'd I shall from life retire, 
And join the burning hosts, beheld at 
distance now. 



o 2 
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Weak Believers encouraged. 

ISrOUR harps, ye trembling saints, 
Down from the willows take : 

Loud, to the praise of love divine, 
Bid every string awake. 

TW in a foreign land, 

We are not far from home, 

And nearer to our house above, 
We ev'ry moment come. 

His grace will to the end 

Stronger and brighter shine ; 

Nor present things, nor things to come, 
Shall quench the spark divine. 

Fastened within the veil, 

Hope be your anchor strong ; 

His loving Spirit the sweet gale, 
That wafts you smooth along. 

Or, should the surges rise, 
And peace delay to come ; 

Blest is the sorrow, kind the storm, 
That drives us nearer home. 

The people of his choice, 

He will not cast away ; 
Yet do not always here expect, 

On Tabor's mowt to 
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When we in darkness walk, 

Nor feel the heavenly flame ; . 

Then is the time to trust our God, 
And rest upon his name. 

Soon shall our doubts and fears, 

Subside at his controul, 
His loving kindness shall break through 

The midnight of the soul. 

No wonder when God's love 

Pervades your kindling breast, 

You wish for ever to retain 

The heart transporting guest. 

Yet learn in ev'ry state, 

To make his will your own ; 

And when the joys of sense depart, 
To walk by faith alone. 

By anxious fear depressed, 

When from the deep ye mourn, 
€( Lord, why so hasty to depart, 

So tedious in return 1 

Still on his plighted love, 

At all events rely ; 
The very hidings of his face 

Shall train thee up to joy. 
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Wait till the shadows flee ; 

VYait thy appointed hour : 
Wait, till the bridegroom of thy soal 

Reveals his love with pow'r. 

The time of love will come, 

When thou shalt clearly see, 

Not only that he shed his blood, 
But that it flow'd for thee. 

Tarry his leisure then, 

Altho' he seem to stay: 

A moment's intercourse with him 
Thy grief will over pay. 

Blest is the man, O God, 

That stays himself on thee 1 

Who wait for thy salvation, Lord, 
Shall thy salvation see. 



A propitious Gate longed for. 

At anchor laid, remote from home, 
Toiling I cry, sweet Spirit come ; 
Celestial breeze, no longer stay, 
But swell my sails and speed away. 

Fain would I mount, fain would I glow, 
And loose my cable from below ! 
But I can only spread my sail, 
Tbouj thou must breathe th' auspicious 
gale. 
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A Prayer, living and dying, 

MOCK of ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in thee ; 
Let ihe water and the blood, 
From thy riven side which flow'd, 
Be of sin the double cure, 
Cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r. 

Not the labours of my hands 
Can fulfil thy laws demands : 
Could my zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears for ever flow, 
All for sin could not atone, 
Thou must save, and thou alone. 

Nothing in my hand 1 bring, 
Simply to thy cross I cling ; 
Naked come to thee for dress, 
Helpless look to thee for grace : 
Foul I to the fountain fly ; 
Wash me, Saviour, or I die. 

While 1 draw this fleeting breath, 
When my eye-strings break in death : 
When 1 soar to worlds unknown, 
See Thee on thy judgment throne ; 
Rock of ages cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee, 
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Spiritual Voyage. 

JESUS, at thy command 

I launch into the deep, 

And leave my native land, 

Where sin lulls all asleep : 
For Thee I would the world resign, 
And sail to heaven with Thee and thine. 

Thou art my pilot wise ; 

My compass is thy wprd : 

My soul each storm defies, 

While I have such a Lord 1 
I trust thy faithfulness and pow'r 
To save me in the trying hour 

Tho' rocks and quicksands deep, 

Through all my passage lie : 

Yet Christ shall safely keep 

And guide me with his eye. 
My anchor, Hope, shall firm abide, 
And I each boist'rous storm outride. 

By faith I see the land— 

The port of endless rest : 

My soul, thy sails expand) 

And fly to Jesus' breast 1 
O may I reach the heav'nly shore, 
Where winds and waves distress no more I 
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Whene'er becalm'd I lie, 

And storms forbear to toss 5 

Be thou, dear Lord, still nigh, 

Lest I should suffer loss : 
For more the treacherous calm I dread, 
Than tempests bursting o'er my head* 

Come, Holy Ghost, and blow 

A prosperous gale of grace, 

Waft me from all below, 

To heav'n my destih'd place ! 
Then in full sail, my port I'll find, 
And leave the world and sin behind. 

Assurance of Faith. 

A DEBTOR to mercy alone, 

Of cov'nant mercy I sing ; 
Nor fear with thy righteousness on, 

My person and offerings to bring : 
The terrors of law, and of God, 

With me can have nothing to do ; 
My Saviour's obedience and blood, 

Hide all my transgressions from view. 
The work which his goodness began, 

The arm of his strength will complete : 
His promise is Yea and Amen, 

And never was forfeited yet : 
Things future, nor things that are now, 

Not all things below or above 
Can make him his purpose forego, 

Or sever my soul from \i\&\on*% 
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My name from the palm of his hands, 

Eternity will not erase : 
Imprest on his heart it remains, 

In marks of indelible grace : 
Yes, I to the end shall endure, 

As sure as the earnest is given ; 
More happy, but not more secure, 

The glorified spirits in heav'n. 



The Dying Believer to his Soul. 

3DEATHLESS principle, arise; 
Soar, thou native of the skies, 
Pearl of price, by Jesus bought, 
To his glorious likeness wrought, 
Go to shine before his throne, 
Deck his mediatorial crown : 
Go, his triumphs to adorn, 
Made for God, to God return* 
Lo, he beckons from on high 1 
Fearless to his presence fly : 
Thine the merit of his blood ; 
Thine the righteousness of Gcd. 
Angels joyful to attend, 
Hov'ring round thy pillow bend : 
Wait to catch the signal giv'n, 
And escort thee quick to heav'n. 
Is thy earthly house distrest ? 
Willing to retain her guest ? 
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It is not thou, but she must die ; 

Fly, celestial tenant, fly, 

Burst thy shackles, drop thy clay ; 

Sweetly breathe thyself away : 

Singing to thy crown remove ; 

Swift of wing, and fir'd with love. 

Shudder not to pass the stream ; 

Venture all thy care on him ; 

Him, whose dying love and pow'r 

Still'd its tossing, hush'd its roar. 

Safe is the expanded wave, 

Gentle as a summer's eve, 

Not one object of his care 

Ever suffer d shipwreck there. 

See the haven full in view 1 

Love divine shall bear thee through, 

Trust to that propitious gale : 

Weigh thy anchor, spread thy sail. 

Saints in glory perfect made, 

Wait thy passage through the shade ; 

Ardent for thy coming o'er, 

See, they throng the blissful shore, 

Mount, their transports to improve ; 

Join the longing choir above ; 

Swiftly to their wish be giv'n ; 

Kindle higher joy in heav'n. 
Such the prospects that arise 
To the dying Christian's eyes ! 
Such the glorious vista Faith, 
Opens thro' the shades of death I 
p 
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Written in Illness.— Psal. civ. ver. 34. 

" MY MEDITATION OF HIM SHALL BE SWEET.'' 

HEN languor and disease invade 
This trembling bouse of clay, 
'Tis sweet to look beyond our cage, 
And long to fly away* 

Sweet to look inward, and attend 

The whispers of his love ; 
Sweet to look upward to the place 

Where Jesus pleads above. 

Sweet to look back stud see my name 
In life's fair book set down; 

Sweet to look forward, and behold 
Eternal joys my own. 

Sweet to reflect how grace divine 

My sins on Jesus laid; 
Sweet to remember that his blood 

My debt of sufferings paid* 

Sweet on his righteousness to stand, 
Which saves from second death ; 

Sweet to experience, day hy day, 
His Spirit's quickening breath. 

Sweet on his faithfulness to rest, 
Whose love can never end ; 

Sweet on his covenant of grace, 
For all things to Ae^eud% 
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Sweet in the confidence of faith, 
To trust his firm decrees ; 

Sweet to lie passive in his hand, 
And know no Will but his. 

Sweet to rejoice in lively hope, 

That when my change shall come, 

Angels will hover round my bed, 
And waft my spirit home. 

There shall my dis-imprisonM sonl 

View Jesus and adore ; 
Be with his likeness satisfy'd, 

And grieve and sin no more. 

Shall see him wear that very flesh 
On which my guilt was lain ; 

His love intense, his merit fresh, 
As tho' but newly slain. 

Soon to my slumbering dust shall hear 
The trumpet's quickening sound ; 

And by my Saviour's power rebuilt, 
At his right hand be found. 

These eyes shall see him in that day, 
The God that dy'd for me ; 

And all my rising bones shall say, 
Lord, who is like to thee ) 
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If such the views which grace unfolds, 

Weak as it is below, 
What raptures must the Church above 



If such the sweetness of the stream, 
What must the fountain be, 

Where saints and angels draw their bliss, 
Immediately from thee ? 

Oh, may the unction of these truths 

For ever with me stay ; 
Till from her sinful cage dismiss'd, 

My spirit flies away. 
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TO unconverted persons a great part of 
the Bible resembles a letter written in cy- 
pher; the blessed Spirit's office is to act as 
God's decypherer, by letting his people 
into the secret of celestial experience as 
the key and clue to those secret mysteries 
of grace j which were before, as a garden 
shut up, or as a fountain sealed, or as a 
book written in an unknown character. 

Our Lord has vouchsafed to make the 
scriptures the source from whence he drew, 
and the test to which he referred, every 
article of faith which he proposeth to 
mankind, In perfect conformity with that 
unerring standard, he asserted and teach- 
ed that grand fundamental axiom of all 
true religon, the unity of the Godhead ; we 
find him quoting and setting his seal to 
those words of Moses, H Hear, O Israel, 
the Lord our God is one Lord/' And 
again, 4< Thou shalt worship the Lord 
thy God, and him only shalt thou serve," 
Though Christ was careful to maintain, 
inviolable, the unity of the divine essence, 
he was no less careful to assert a plurality 
of persons in that essence ; as to himself, 
in particular, he expressly averred, " All 
p 3 
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things that the Father hath are mine * :" 
the same moral attributes ; the same na- 
tural perfections ; the same infinity of ex- 
istence, glory, and power. He associates 
himself with the Father, as Governor of 
all things in a way of providence : " My 
Father worketh hitherto, and I workf. 
Immediately after relating which words, 
the Evangelist adds, Therefore the Jews, 
in whose hearing this declaration was 
made, sought the more to kill him, be- 
cause he had said that God was his father ; 
tanking himself equal with God. Conse- 
quently, either Christ, considered in his 
superior character, must be, truly and pro- 
perly, a person in the divine nature ; or we 
must file an accusation against him, as 
guilty of the blackest impiety in claiming 
an equality with the Most High, We must 
either blasphemously degrade the Saviour 
of men infinitely below the level, even of 
that proud and presumptuous cardinal, 
who was deservedly impeached for put- 
ting himself into co-partnership with his 
earthly sovereign, by writing in his pub- 
lic letters, " The king and I we must 
either do this, or acknowledge the Mes- 
siah to be, what most certainly he is, in 
conoert with the Father and the sacred 
Spirit, God over all, blessed for ever. 
* John xvi. 15. -V 3o\hxv. 17. 
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When the Jews said to him, " For a good 
work we stone thee not, but for blas- 
phemy, and because thou, being a man, 
makest thyself God"*, would he not have 
corrected them in a point of such un- 
speakable moment, if they had really mis- 
taken his meaning? Would he not, like 
Paul and Barnabas at Lystra, have dis- 
avowed, with horror and indignation, all 
pretensions to divinity, if he had not, in 
deed and in truth, been divine ? Would 
he, like impious Herod, have acquiesced 
in the supposed arrogation of Deity, if he 
had not been God and man in one person ? 
But so far was he from telling his accusers 
that they misapprehended his doctrine, 
and that he laid no sort of claim to the 
honours of. the Godhead; he, on the con- 
trary, confirmed the inference they had 
drawn, by appealing to the miracles he 
performed : " Though ye believe not me, 
believe the works; that ye may know 
and believe that the Father is in me, and 
I in him." Would he have left a positive 
injunction, that all men should honour 
the Son, even as they honour the Fatherf, 
if the Son was not equally divine ? How 
would it sound, if a lawgiver was to enact 
" That all men should honour the angel 
Gabriel with the same honour which they 

• John x. 33. -V 3o\wl ^ . ia% 
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lender to God?" We should tremble with 
horror; we should be overwhelmed with 
consternation, at the prodigiousness of 
such impiety. And why? Because the 
honour due to God is peculiar to God; 
and cannot, without sacrilege, be trans- 
ferred to any inferior being. I conclude 
therefore, that seeing the Redeemer of 
sinners lays claim to divine honours, he is 
and must be a divine person* If not, the 
consequences would be dreadful indeed. 
From the Arian and Socinian hypothesis, 
that he is, at most* but the first and high- 
est of created beings, it would follow (I 
'speak it with horror, but follow it inevi- 
tably would), that the Jews did right in 
branding him for a blasphemer, and in 
persecuting him as an impostor. There is 
no possible medium. Either he was and 
is what he professed to be, " equal with 
the Father, as touching his Godhead}" 
or, he must be deservedly ranked with 
the most impious and execrable of all hu- 
man characters. If Christ were not very 
and eternal God, Christianity would be 
the most refined system of idolatry, and 
consequently, the most exquisitely dan- 
gerous religion under heaven. 

Nothing short of Trinity in unity could 
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cessors, to baptize in the name, or into 
the knowledge and worship of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost *■ 
If the Son of God were not God the Son, 
if the Spirit of God were not God the 
Spirit, the administration of baptism in 
their name would be an act of the highest 
profaneness and idolatry- The doctrine, 
therefore, of a Trinity of persons in the 
unity of one divine nature, is a doctrine 
of express revelation : a doctrine of the 
utmost consequence ; and which lies at 
the very root and foundation of the Chris- 
tian system. 

Give up this, and you give up all* The 
whole of Christianity is but an empty name 
without it. 

The Sacred Oracles acquaint us, that 
the first man was created spiritually and 
morally upright; nay, that he was made 
after the image of God ; and was in some 
respects, and with due allowance for the 
necessary imperfection inseparable from a 
creature, the living transcript of him that 
formed him. 

This phrase, the image of God, is to be 
understood chiefly in a spiritual , and en* 
tirely in a figurative sense. It does not 
refer to the beauty, and to the erect 
# Matihcw vvvm. 
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stature of the body, but to the holy and 
sublime qualification of the soul. The 
grand outlines therefore, of that divine 
resemblance, in which Adam was con- 
structed, were holiness, knowledge, do- 
minion, happiness and immortality* 

But man, being thus made in honour, 
abode not as he was made, for reasons 
best known to that unerring Providence 
which ordains and directs every event 5 it 
was the divine pleasure to permit an apos- 
tate spirit, whose creation and fall were 
prior to the formation of man, to present 
the poisonous cup of temptation, whereof 
our first parents tasted, and in tasting, fell. 

From hence proceeds that universal de- 
pravation of the human species. For as 
soon as we are born we go astray : nay, 
1 will venture on scripture authority, to 
carry the point higher still* All mankind 
are guilty and depraved before they are 
born ; f f Behold I was shapen in wicked- 
ness, and in sin did my mother conceive 
roe*." A thunder-bolt to human pride, 
and a dagger in the very heart of natural 
excellence. Thus speaks the Bible, and 
thus experience speaks. 

The heart ot man, says God, by the 
prophet, is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked t who can know it* In 
xney said the apostle, thaX iS| ui my flesh, 

I 
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abstracted from supernatural grace, dwel- 
leth no good thing : and, says a greater 
than both , a From within, out of the heart 
of man proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, 
fornications, murders, thefts, covetous ness, 
wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil 
eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness, all these 
evil things come from within, and defile 
the man J,# v Is it possible, that any, who 
calls himself a Christian, can after con- 
sidering the above declaration of Christ, 
dare to compare the human mind to a 
sheet of white paper ? or, to a pliant ozier, 
which you may bend, with ease, this way 
or that ? Or, to a balance in equilibrium, 
which you may incline to either side, 
according as you throw more or less weight 
into the scale 1 Or, to a was tablet, in 
which you may stamp what impressions 
you please. Alas, the impression is already 
made, the thoughts and purposes of man's 
heart, previous to regeneration are, spirit- 
ually considered, only evil, and that con- 
tinualtyf. When converting grace lays 
hold of us, there is not only a heart of 
flesh to be given, but an heart of stone 
to be taken awayj God must only not write 
his own law on the minds of his people, 
but must obliterate the law of sin and 



* Mark vii, f Gcu, Vu X ttvrv.^fc- 
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death, which has a prior footing in every 
man that naturally is engendered of the 
offspring of Adam. To a restoration into 
that dignity from which you have fallen, 
let this then be your prayer : €€ Try me, O 
God, and search the ground of my heart, 
prove me and examine my thoughts. Look 
well if there be any wickedness in me, any 
root of bitterness yet undiscovered; and 
lead me in the way everlasting. Shew 
me the true state of my soul, bring me 
out from every false refuge, strip off every 
deceitful covering, every covering that 
is not of thy Spirit. Forbid, that the 
anchor of my hope should be cast, or the 
house of my dependence built, on any 
but Christ, the rock of ages ; forbid that 
I should rest short of that repentance 
which is thy gift, and is connected with 
life eternal ; and forbid, O forbid, that I 
should sit down without aspiring to that 
conformity unto thee in righteousness and 
true holiness ; abstracted from which, re-, 
pentance is false, and faith is dead/' 

Qest. What is the moral law of God f 
Ansxv. The transcript of his own moit 

holy nature, and the standard of human 

putity and o\)ed\exvce % 
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Quest. Will this taw make any allow- 
ance for human infirmity, or admit any 
abatement of the perfect conformity which 
it demands ? 

Answ. It makes no allowance for the 
former, nor will it dispense with a single 
grain of the latter. 

Quest. How does that appear ? 

Answ. It appears from the undeniable 
current of scripture; where the language 
of the law is, " Be ye perfect, as your Fa- 
ther in heaven is perfect"*. " Cursed is 
every one who continueth not in all things 
that are written in the book of the law, to 
do them ,, f. The indispensible requisition 
is, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy strength, and with all thy 
mind, and thy neighbour as thyself J". 
Hence, in the eye of the law, and the esti- 
mation of the lawgiver, the risings of wrath 
are tantamount to murder, the calling any 
man a fool, exposes us to the penalty of 
hell fire; and impure thoughts bring us 
under the condemnation of actual adul- 
tery §. 

Quest. What is the grand inference from 
these alarming premises ? 

f Gal. iii. 10. 
§ Mali Ik w v, 



* Matthew v. 48 
X Luke x. '27. 
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Answ. That inference, which the apostle 
terms an evident one, and evident it is, 
viz. that no man is justified by the law in 
the sight of God *. For a single breach 
of the law renders us guilty of the. whole f. 
And one idle word lays us open to the ven- 
geance of God, according to the tenor of 
the covenant of works |. 

Quest. Is there a single minute, from 
the first of our existence to the very article 
of death, wherein we come up to the whole 
of that inward and outward holiness which 
God's all perfect law requires. 
Answ. Most certainly npt. 
Quest. When shall we be able to pay off 
this immense debt ? 

Answ. Never. Eternity itself, so far 
from clearing us of the dreadful arrear, 
would only add to the score, by plunging 
us deeper and deeper, even to infinity. 
Hence the damned will never be able to 
satisfy the justice of the almighty creditor. 

Quest. Will not divine goodnes3 com- 
pound for the debt, by accepting less than 
we owe ? 

Answ. Impossible. Justice, holiness, 
and truth will and must have their own, 
even to the very uttermost farthiog. God 
himself, with profoundest veneration be it 

* Gal. iii. 2. \ «law\es\\. 10. % Matt. xii. 36, 
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spoken, must renounce himself, before he 
can forego his essential attributes, and re- 
peal his inviolable law, of offering violence 
to those, and by making void the claims 
and the tbreatenings of this* 

Quest. Who then can do us any good in 
this respect ? 

Answ. Not all the angels in heaven, nor 
all the men that ever did, or ever shall ex- 
ist. Others cannot help us, nor can we 
help our own selves. 

Quest. If so| are we not lost without re- 
medy, and without end} 

Answ. In ourselves we are. But (sing 
O heavens !) God's own arm brought sal- 
vation. 

Suesi. How so) What is there where- 
with to counterbalance such an exceeding 
and astonishing weight of guilt ! 

Answ* " Christ hath redeemed us from 
the curse of the law ; being made a curse 
for us." Gal. iii. 13. This, this, will not 
only counterbalance, but infinitely overba- 
lance all the sins of the whole believing 
world. 

Quest. If the personal short comings 
and misdoings of each sinner in particu- 
lar, amount to so vast a multitude, who 
can calculate the extent of the whole na- 
tional debt, the entire aggregated sum.* 
which (abstracted from tax nfv^o. 
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Christ) lies on the church at large, tha 
elect nation, whom he has redeemed fro 
among men ? 

Amur. The arithmetic of angels woul 
be unable to ascertain the full amount* 

O thou covenanting, thou incarnate 
thou obeying, thou bleeding, thou dying 
thou risen, thou ascended, thou interced- 
ing Son of God! not all the seraphs tho 
bast created, not all the innumerable saint 
thy love hath ransomed, will be able to com- 
prehend j much less to display, along th 
endless line of eternity itself, the length 
and breadth, the depth and height, of a 
sinner's obligation to thee. 

Quest. If, on one hand, we are each 
constrained to cry out with the believer 
of old, Enter not into judgment with th 
servant, O Lord, for in thy sight shall n 
flesh living be justified by works of human 
performance* — Who can tell how oft h 
offendetb ?— How shall man be just wit 
God r If thou contend with him for hi 
transgressions! he cannot answer thee Jb 
one of a thousand r — My fins are more i 
number than the hairs of my bead ; 
Forgive us our debts, and cast all our SUM 
into the depths of the sea; what has faith 
to say, 

sftisttK Faith, on the other hand* can 
reply 9 in the very vrate vi\\y<3\ ti^ ttaVj 
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Ghost teacheth, the blood of Jesus Christ 
eleanseth from all sin : and there is now no 
condemnation (wi* xmcnpyiM, not one con- 
demnation) to them that are in Christ Je- 
sus. So that we may sing, with Dr. Watts, 

" Believing sinners free are set, 

For Christ hath paid the dreadful debt. 9 * 

We may add, in the words of another sweet 
singer in Israel, 

" Who now shall urge a second claim ? 
The law no longer can condemn j 

Faith a release can show : 
Justice itselfa friend appears ; 
The prison house a whisper hears* 
Loose him and let him go 1" 

Quest. What return can believers ren- 
der to the glorious and gracious Trinity, 
for mercy, and plenteous redemption like 
this } 

Anna. We can only admire and bless 
the Father for electing us in Christ, and 
for laying on him the iniquity of us ail !— 
the Son for taking our nature and our 
debts upou himself, and for that complete 
righteousness and sacrifice whereby he re- 
deemed his mystic Israel from all their sins; 
-—and the co-equal Spirit, for causing us 
(in conversion) to feel our need of Christ, 
for inspiring us with faith to embrace him, 
for visiting us with his sweet consolation* 
<* 2 
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by shedding abroad his love in our hearts, 
for sealing us to the day of Christ, and for 
miking us to walk in the path of bis 
commandments, 

Thjb ancient heathens in vain attempted 
ta discover the door by which natural evil 
ios sickness, afflictions, sorrow > pain, and 
•tath) entered into the world : namely, the 
sin of Adam. Though the reasons 7 why 
God permitted Adam to sin are as deeply 
ia the dark as ever, what we do know of 
God, entitles him, surely, to this small tri- 
bute at our hands, vis. that we repose our 
foith, with an absolute, an implicit, and an 
unlimited acquiescence on his unerring! wis- 
dom and will: safely confident, that what 
such * Being ordains and permits* is and 
must be right, however incapable we tmy 
find ourselves, at present, to discern iiaod 
ranprehend the full propriety of, bis moral 
government. .■-- v r>'T 
vnWe learn from hence the infinittfcfrtt- 
itess* and the unspeakable preciousac&i of 
his electing love, Why were any cbotaa, 
when all might justly have been paafttby ? 
Because he was resolved, for his own mine's 
sake, to make known the riches of his glory, 
that is,- of his glorious grace, on the vessels 

of; mercy, whom he therefore prepared unto 

gtory. 
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Let this, O believer humble you under 
the mighty hand of God ! and convince you 
with deeper impression, than if ten thousand 
angels were to preach it from heaven* that 
election is not of works, but of him that caU 
letb. Not your merit, but his unmerited 
mercy ; mercy irrespective of either your 
good works or your bad ones, induced him 
to write your name in the Lamb's book 
of life. 

So totally are we fallen by nature, that 
we cannot contribute any thing towards 
our recovery* Hence it was God's own 
arm which brought salvation. It is he 
that makes us his people, and the sheep of 
his pasture ; not we ourselves* 

We are, in short, what the Scripture af- 
firms us to be, naturally dead in trespasses 
and sins : and no dead man can make 
himself to differ from another. Conversion 
is a new-birth ; a resurrection ; a new 
creation. What infant ever begat himself 1 
What inanimate carcase ever quickened 
and raised itself? What creature ever crea- 
ted itself? 

Boast not, then of your free-will : for it 
is, like what the prophet said of Nineveh, 
empty, and void and waste. They that 
feel not this, resemble delirious persons in 
a high fever ; who imagine that nothUx^ 
ails them, while in fatl Vtast.^ 



192 JCBDfTATIOlf S, ftc. 



very gate* of death* Nay, mankind,: in 
their native state, are more than at the 
gates of death. The traveller, in the pa* 
rable, who went down from Jerusalem to 
Jerico, and fell among robbers* is said to 
have been left half dead: but the degene- 
rated son* of Adam, are, spiritually speak* 
fog, stark dead to God. An unrenewed 
man hath not one spiritual sense left : no 
bearing of the promises ; no sight of his 
Own misery, nor of God's holiness, nor of 
the perfect purity of the law, nor cf Christ 
as an absolute Saviour, nor of the blessed 
Spirit, as the revealer of Christ in the 
heart 5 no taste of the Father's everlasting 
love, nor of communion with him through 
the ministration of the Holy Ghost: no 
feeling of grace, in a way of conviction, 
comfort, and sanctification ; no hungerings 
arid thirstings after spiritual enjoyments 
and sweet assurances, no heavetily tenden- 
cies, no outgoings of soul after the Mood, 
righteousness, and intercession of Jesttt 
Christ. If we experience these; they are 
indications of spiritual life : and we may 
take those reviving words' to ourselves, 
" Flesh and blood hath not revealed thia 
unto thee, but my Father who is in hea- 
ven/' 

Beg the Lord to shew you the depth of 
your fall. Free grace, fanstasA. Nation, 

i 
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imputed righteousness, atoning blood, un- 
changeable mercy, and the whole chain of 
evangelical blessings, will then be infinitely 
precious to your heart. 

Prize the covenant of redemption, which 
is a better covenant, and founded upon bet- 
ter promises, than that which Adam broke. 
The covenant of works said, " Do and live ; 
sin and die,** The covenant of grace says, 
1 will be merciful to their unrighteousness, 
and their sins, and their iniquities will I 
remember no more/* The covenant of 
works insisted on a perfection of personal 
obedience : the covenant of grace provided 
and accepts the perfect atonement and 
righteousness of Christ as ours. 

This shews both the folly and wicked* 
i) ess of depending on our own works for 
salvation* Which soul-destroying delu- 
sion is founded on ignorance that the co- 
venant of works was broken and annulled 
the very moment Adam fell. I mean an* 
nulled, as to any possibility of salvation 
by it ; else it is still in full force, as the 
ministration of condemnation and death 
to every soul that finally clings to it for 
pardon and eternal life. Man un fallen, 
might have been saved by works. But 
there is no deliverence for fallen man ex- 
cept by the free grace of the Father, and 
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the imputed righteousness of a sacrificed 
Redeemer. — Therefore, 

Let the sense of our original deprava- 
tion, of our continued vileness, and the 
impossibility of our being saved* in a legal 
way, induce us to prize the blood, the obe- 
dience and intercession of Jesus, the se- 
cond Adam, the Lord from heaven. This 
is the inference, drawn by the apostle him- 
self, from the doctrine I have been assert- 
ing. Therefore, says he, as by the offence 
of one, judgment came upon all men (even 
upon all the elect themselves), unto con- 
demnation; so by the righteousness of 
one, the free gift came upon all men 
(upon all the elect believing world) unto 
justification of life : for as by one* man's 
disobedience, many were made sinners; 
so by the obedience of one, shall many be 
made righteous. Romans v. 18, 19.— And 
elsewhere, St. Paul reasons in the same 
manner : All that is, all God's elect, no 
less than others) have sinned and came 
short of the glory of God. What is the 
consequence? It is immediately added, 
being justified freely by his grace through 
the redemption that is in Jejtas Christ, 
Rom. Hi. 23, 24. 

Hence likewise appear the necessity and 
value of effectual calling. Why does our 
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Lord say, that except a man be. born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God? 
Because we are totally sinful and corrupt 
by nature ; as unfit for, and as incapable 
of enjoying, the glory of the celestial 
world, as a beetle is of being elevated to 
the dignity and office of a first minister 
of state. 

Since such is the natural condition of 
man, with regard to spiritual things, take 
heed that you do not look upon election, 
justification, redemption, and regenerati- 
on, as mere technical terms belonging to 
divinity as a system of science* They are 
infinitely more. These and such like terms 
are expressive of the greatest and most 
important realities: without the experi- 
ence of which we are condemned, ruined, 
and lost. 

Original sin accounts for the remaining 
imperfections too visible in them that are 
born of God. The brightest saint below 
ever had, and ever will have, their dark 
sides. Abraham, Noah, Job, David, He- 
zekiah, Jeremiah, Paul, Peter, John, were 
sanctified but in part. On earth, God's 
converted people are. each a compound of 
light and shades. In glory we shall be 
all light, without any mixture or shade 
whatever. 

Since the earth and \t&\iAi&!Hta^im 
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degenerated from their original state, let 
not believers be afraid to die* 

f • Death has no pang but what frail life imparts ; 
" Nor life true joy, but what kind death improve*." 

By quitting its mortal cage, the heaven* 
born soul is delivered from all its sins and 
cafes, and pains; and kindles into per* 
faction of holiness and majesty, and joy. 
At the appointed time, the body too will 
partake of complete redemption ; and be 
delivered, totally and eternally delivered, 
into the glorious liberty and dignity of 
the children of God. Accomplish, Lord, 
the number of thine elect, and hasten thy 
kingdom I 

TattLV wonderful is the power and 
swiftness with which the convincing ar- 
rows of the Holy Ghost are often found 
to pierce and illuminate ths soul of an 
elect sinner. How was the energy of his 
arm revealed ; how mightily, and bow ra- 
pidly, did the meltings of his grace catch 
from heart to heart : when no fewer than 
three thousand rebels were savingly sub- 
dued, and born again under a singte ser- 
mon! Acts ii. 14. — What instantaneous 
and irresistible lightning issued from the 
eye of Jesus, when he looked his revolted 
apostle mto repentance And, 
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to enumerate no more instances, how great 
was the glory of that light, which (in a 
moment, or in less time, If less can be) 
struck the bloody pharisee of Tarsus to 
the ground; transformed the furious lion 
into a passive lamb ; and compelled a 
blaspheming persecutor to groan, from the 
inmost of his heart, Lord, what wouldst 
thou have me to do ? Nor is it less power 
from on high, exerted in the soul of any 
man who is effectually turned to God. The 
same Omnipotence which conquered Paul ; 
yea, the same Omnipotence which raised 
Jesus himself from the dead, has actually 
been put forth in thee, O reader, if thou 
hast experienced the renewing operation 
of the Holy Spirit, 1 Tim. I 16, Eph, t 
19, 20, 



Repentance is one of those graces, 
without which there can be no salvation. 
It is an essential pre- requisite to spiritual 
peace on earth ; and absolutely necessary, 
as a preparative for the eternal happi- 
ness of heaven, The reason is evidr nt $ 
viz« because every man is a fallen being. 
We must therefore, by the effectual work- 
ing of God's good Spirit, be made sen- 
sible of our fall $ or we shall never feel 
• XtflAtAMlii "v^ •*3 ***** 
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our need of redemption and restoration 
from it, through the alone covenant gmoe 
of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost* 

Nor that either repentance, or faith, or 
any of their practical fruits, are in the 
least respect casual, or conditional, or me- 
ritorious, of pardon, happineas, and eternal 
life. Every grace, and every good work, 
are the free gifts of God. From him only, 
" All holy desires, all good couusels, and 
all just works do proceed/' He it is, 
'< who grants us true repentance, and his 
Holy Spirit." Consequently we cannot 
possibly, in the very nature of things, 
merit (that is, earn) or entitle ourselves to 
his favour, by any grace we exercise, or by 
qny duty we perform. His gifts lay us 
under infinite obligations to him, instead 
of empowering us to merit any thing from 
him. They do not render him a debtor to 
us, but render us unspeakable and everlast- 
ing debtors to him. 

Therefore, when we say, that no man 
ian be ultimately saved without 9uch and 
such qualifications; we do not me<*nthat 
those qualifications have their iniuenee in 
obtaining our salvation (for inherent grace 
and eternal glory are already obtained, and 
•infallibly secured to all God's elect, by the 
obedience and blood of Christ): but that 
those qualifications (ja& f&\\.\\, \e\&\&*.iice, 
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and holiness of heart and life) are essential 
branches and indispensible evidences of this 
absolutely free salvation* 

The arguments may be illustrated thus. 
No person can attain to full maturity of 
manhood, until lie has passed through the 
intermediate stages of infancy, childhood, 
find youth* And yet it would be very ab- 
surd, were we to say, that a state of man- 
hood is merited by the previous states of 
youth, childhood, and infancy 1 So, in 
order to the consummation of our re- 
covery unto God, it is antecedently ne- 
cessary, that we believe, repent, and re- 
semble Christ in holiness. Yet faith, re- 
pentance, and sanctification, do not me- 
rit the kingdom of heaven, though we 
cannot reach that kingdom without them* 
According to the established order of grace, 
we must be endued with those spiritual 
gifts, before we can receive the gift of glo- 
rification to crown the whole. Just as, 
according to the established course of na- 
ture, we must be children, before we can 
be full grown men. 

In this only sense then it is, that the se- 
veral graces of the blessed Spirit are so ma- 
ny pre- requisites to final salvation. All 
the links of the gospel -chain are insepara- 
rable j but each ranks in its own atd«^w& 
the concatenation is stficiVj te^hax* 
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herent grace is the dawning of eternal 
glory : and eternal glory is the perfection 
of inherent grace. They are parts of one 
magnificent and undivided whole. Grace 
is the earnest of glory ; glory is the full 
possession of grace. Grace is the first 
fruits ; glory the unbounded harvest. And 
he that has the former shall as certainly 
have the latter* 
While men continue strangers to re- 

fientance, or mental change, they heartily 
ove, and eagerly pursue, the imaginary 
pleasures of sin* The understanding of 
a natural man is so darkened, as to mis* 
take that for happiness, which is in fact 
essential misery. The darkness of his un- 
derstanding necessarily prevents his will, 
so that he inevitably chooses evil in prefe- 
rence to good. A perverted will poisons 
the affections. And corrupt affections, if 
uncurbed by providential restraints, never 
fail to teem with the baneful fruits of prac- 
tical immorality and licentiousness. 

But no sooner is this very sinner changed 
by efficacious grace, or endued with re- 
pentance unto life *, than his understands 
ui£, clouded before with the darkness of 
spiritual ignorance and unbelief, becomes 
Tight in the Lord f. He sees, that the fa- 
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vour, and the resemblance of God const! 
tute the supreme happiness of an Immor- 
tal soul ; that God's favour can flow ti 
sinners through the channel of Christ's 
redemption onlyj and that God's resem- 
blance can be recommunicated to the Mien 
by no other efficiency, than the interior 
operation of the Holy Ghost causing old 
things to be done away, and making all 
things become new *. 

This supernatural illumination of th< 
understanding (which seems to be the ini 
tial point of regeneration, or the first effect 
of converting grace on the mind) concili- 
ates the will to holiness. The sou) chooses 
God for its portion, loves him as its hap- 
piness, and ardently aspires to that san 
tirlcatton which qualifies for heaven* 

The affections are now cent H petals ; 
through the power of divine attraction, 
tend to God in Christ, and repose in him 
as the centre and source of love 3 the Al- 
pha and Omega, of rational and refined 
desire* Whom have I in heaven but thee ? 
and there is none upon earth that I desire in 
comparison of thee t* 

A sinner, thus enlightened and thus re- 
newed, cannot but feel sorrow and remorse 
for all his past and present deviations 

* t Cor, v. If, t VttfcVAvfi^*- 



n 
>r 

<1 
11 

i 

St 
I- 
*s 

ip- 

:. 



202 MEDITATIONS, &C. 



from the law of God. The depravity of his 
nature, and the transgressions of his life, 
fill him with serious, poignant, perpetual 
humiliation. Being led by grace to the 
fountaiu of living waters, he deeply la- 
ments his having $o long endeavoured , to 
hew out unto himself broken cisterns which 
ean bold no water * : and wonders how he 
should be so blinded and so hardened 
through the deceitfulness of sinfi •» to 
seek for satisfaction in the ways of death ; 
and madly dream, that this happiness would 
improve in proportion as he strayed from 
God. 

. Above all, when he finds, that the expi- 
ation of his guilt and his redemption from 
the damnation of hell, could be effected at 
no less expence than by the miraculous in- 
carnation and most bitter death of God's 
co-e<jual Son : — oh, how powerfully does 
this induce the soul to J sorrow after a 
godly sort I what carefulness and concern 
does it work in the heart 1 what self- indig- 
nation I what fear of God; what vehement 
dtsire of forgiveness I what seal fer holi- 
ness 1 what revenge and abhorrence of sin 1 
These, these, are the properties of genuine 
repentance* These, these, rare the; evi- 
dences of our ingrafture into Christ, ; Joy 
is ijj Aeaven over such repentance as this, 

Jer. if. 13. t Heb. ivu VS. X 1 C« % n^ Vt % 
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God the Father acquiesces with compla- 
cency, in the soul lhat U thus brought to 
his mercy seat. The glorified Redeemer 
sees the reward of his mediatorial obedi- 
ence unto death, and is satisfied. The 
Holy Spirit smiles on his own work, has- 
tens to comfort the sinner he has subdued, 
and goes on to accomplish the sane ti fixa- 
tion he has began. 

Every sigh which the penitent breathes 
is treasured up, and every tear he sheds 
is noted down. His prayers are conse- 
crated, and wafted to the throne, by the 
incense of Immanuel's intercession* And, 
at the destined time he shall ascend, on the 
wings of angels, to his seat in paradise : 
where kindred spirits, who rejoiced at his 
conversion here, will congratulate his hap- 
py arrival there. 

In the distribution of the blessings pro- 
mised to the elect, a certain order and 
oeconomy are observed, Grace is first gi- 
ven, then glory. Thus we believe and say 
with the Apostle, that without holiness, 
no man shall see the Lord ; or, that a man 
must be sanctified before he can be finally 
glorified, God does not eventually save an 
elect person, until he has previous^ 
generated that person. V\wt «^ 
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vation is frequently, in scripture, held 
forth to the view of hit people, not only 
Hinder the character of elect, but likewise 
under every other character they sustain ; 
such as penitents, believers, saints, and 
workers of righteousness ; because, in con- 
sequence of their predestination to life, 
they are endued with the graces of repent- 
ance, faith, and sanctification, in order to 
their meetness for, and enjoyment of, that 
eternal life which they were predestinated 
to* Regeneration must, and always does 
come between the decree of election, and 
the ultimate accomplishment of that de- 
cree ; the means and the end being inse- 
parably linked together, both in God's own 
purpose, and his execution of it Yet, 
means are one thing, conditions are ano- 
ther. And I challenge any one to point 
out one spiritual qualification, represented 
in the Bible, as previously requisite to 
everlasting life ; which qualification ianot 
in the same Bible, declared to be the gift 
of God, and the work of his own grace in 
every one that shall be saved* 

The constituent members of the invi- 
sible church, when brought to the know- 
ledge of Christ by effectual calling, ;nad 
zdded to the visible ftftd, axt * ttsoHpny 
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called out of the world, and gathered in 
from among mankind : so that, during 
their abode on earth, they are a kingdom 
within a kingdom, as being not only sub- 
jects of the kingdom af Providence, which 
they were before, in common with the rest, 
but likewise exalted to be subjects of the 
kingdom of grace, which all mankind arc 
not, 

Thb doctrine of the scripture is ; that 
justification itself consists in God's esteem- 
ing and counting us righteous : that he 
thus esteems and counts us righteous, 
neither for our faith, nor for our works, 
nor for both of them together j but solely 
and entirely on account of Christ's sacri- 
fice and obedience, as the alone matter of 
our justification as to be received, embraced 
and rested on by faith only, which faith is 
the gift of God: and that this faith, thus 
divinely given and wrought in the soul by 
the Holy Ghost, is lively, active and puri- 
fying; having its fruits unto holiness, and 
the end everlasting life : sanctification 
and good works are not conditions of, but 
consequences resulting from interest in 
Christ, and acceptance with God : not an- 
tecedent requisites in order to our being 
justified ; but subsequent evidence* <a& ^ 
being so, 
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Good works, being the effects of justi- 
fication, cannot be the cause of it, any 
more than the volubility of a wheel is the 
cause of its rotundity. A wheel rolls not 
in order to be made round, but in conse- 
quence of being already so ; in like man- 
ner men do good works, not in order to 
be justified: but in consequence of being 
justified already. 

Rbax. christians value sanctification and 
good works, as the writings of their hea- 
venly estate: which though they have no 
hand in procuring the estate, for that is 
ready done by the precious merits of the 
sole mediator between God and man, yet 
move that the estate is ours .through the 
free grace of God, and the alone right- 
ousness of Christ. 

Tab purest set of religious tenets, when 
they float merely on the surface of the un- 
derstanding, and are no otherwise received, 
than scholastically, as a science, without 
reaching the heart, are sure to leave the 
life and manners uncultivated and unre- 
newed. The regenerating influence of 
God's holy Spirit on the soul, is the best 
door for the doctrines of grace to enter at. 
When they flow to us \\\to\x$v <&&ql~ 



MEDITATIONS, &C. 207 



nel of celestial experience, they cannot 
fail to (brow our hearts, our tempers, and 
our morals, into the mould of holiness* 
There are two sorts of persons whose con- 
dition is eminently dangerous : those who 
know just enough of the gospel system, to 
hate it ; and those who profess to love it, 
but hold it in unrighteousness. 



It is frequently affirmed, that Christ ex- 
piated the sins of the whole world. 

This is saying no more than the scrip- 
ture has repeatedly said. The point of 
enquiry is, What does that phrase the 
whole world, import? Surely, not every 
person, without exception, who did, does, 
or shall exist : for, in that sense, it seems, 
impossible that Christ could die for all. 
Some, for instance, in our Lord's time at 
least, were guilty of that sin which he him- 
self has pronounced absolutely unpardon- 
able ; and would he die for the pardon of 
those, whose sin he avers, shall never be 
pardoned ? This would be a like a man's 
paying down an inestimable ransom for 
such as he knows at the very time of his 
paying it, neither will nor can ever be set 
at liberty. Besides what shall we say of 
those many final impenicents, whose de- 
parted souls had been \u Vte^Rfc^Ns*' 
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ment ages and ages before Christ was 
crucified at all ) full four thousand yean 
bad elapsed, from the creation, before the 
Messiah was ever manifested in the flesh. 
And the scripture will not permit us to 
believe, that the whole of mankind, who 
died within that extensive period, were 
glorified in heaven. Now it would both 
impeach the wisdom, and affront the dig- 
nity of Christ, as well as infinitely depre- 
ciate the value of his sacrifice, to suppose 
that he could possibly shed his blood on 
the cross, for those very souls, which were 
at the very time suffering for their own 
sins in hell. The tenet, therefore, of a 
redemption absolutely universal, will not 
stand the test either of scripture, reason, 
or the analogy of faith. Shall we, for ex- 
ifeple, affirm, that Christ died for the sal- 
vation of Judas ? The fact seems to be im- 
possible. It is plain that Judas slew him- 
self subsequently to the apprehension, but 
antecedently to the actual crucifixion of 
Christ. The soul of Judas, therefore, went 
to its own place of punishment, before 
f; hrist had offered himself in sacrifice to 
God. And I cannot, for my own part see, 
with what propriety Christ could die to 
save a person from going to hell, who was 
actually there already* 
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Predestination is the only ground on 
which the divine foreknowledge and pro- 
vidence can stand. Abstracted from the 
will and purpose of God, neither persons, 
nor things, nor events, could have any cer- 
tain futurition ; consequently they could 
not be certainly foreknown. And pro- 
vidence must regulate every punctilio of 
its dispensations, by the same precon- 
structed plan; or it would follow, that 
God is liable to unforeseen emergencies, 
and acts either ignorantly, or contrary to 
his own will. 



Unrenewed nature spurns the u!ea of 
inheriting eternal life as the mere gift of 
Divine Sovereignty, and on the footing of 
absolute grace. Therefore to admit and 
relish a system so diametrically opposite to 
the natural pride of the human heart, is, 
with me, an incontestible proof, that a 
man's judgment, at least, is brought into 
subjection to the obedience of Christ ; and, 
to every such person, those words may be ac- 
commodated, " Flesh qpd blood have not 
revcalejd this to thee, but my Father who i$ 
in heaveu." 



The doctrines of free-will andot 
a 
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tification by works, are not dpctrine» re- 
ally calculated to promote holiness of life, 
whatever the asserters of those tenet* ip*y 
pretend: generally speaking, unsoundness 
and unboliness seldom fail to walk arm ia 
arm* 

Though we may be rooted and ground- 
ed in a belief of the essential perpetuity of 
grace, I am confident, that without con- 
stant and intent watching unto prayer, 
the exercise of grace is liable to a partial 
and temporary failure. Reader, may a 
happy coalition of fear and faith, may the 
most absolute self-distrust, united with an 
unshaken confidence in the stability of 
divine grace, be your portion and mine, 
till we epter the heaven of everlasting joy ; 
where we shall np longer stand in need of 
faith to fill our sails, nor of fear to steady 
us with ballast* 

From that declaration of our Lord, My 
Father worketh hitherto, and I work ; and 
from that assertion of the apostle, In him 
we live, and are moved, and exist ; 1 infer, 
we can find no first cause, wherein to rest, 
unless we trace up all being, and all phi- 
IdBophjfi motion, whether active motion, 
or passive, to God \}Vmse\i*, m can have 
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no central point to stop at, but shall be 
lost amid the immense circumference of 
boundless, wild uncertainty. 



Mortals are at present too short- 
sighted, entirely to comprehend, and fully 
to discern, how the efficacious purposes of 
heaven are perfectly consistent with the 
moral responsibility of man. It is plain, 
from meridian evidence of Scripture, that 
they are so : and this ought to satisfy 
those who believe that the Scriptures are 
of God. Woe unto him that ttnveth with 
his Maker: let the potsherd strive with 
the potsherd of the earth ; but shall the 
clay Bay to him that fashioned it, What 
makest thou? * Shall we labour to quench 
the light we have, and fly in the face of 
Scripture, and give God himself the lie, 
by way of desperate revenge for hid not 
having made us Omniscient? nay, but 
may we, with fear and trembling, adore 
the deep things of God, until death takes 
off the veil. May divine grace make us 
believers on earth, of what in heaven, we 
trust to be comprehenders ; nor suffer lis 
to be carried way with that delusion which 
represents God as accountable to man, 
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under pretence of making man unaccount- 
able to God. 

On the subject of liberty and necessity, 
I acknowledge that there is such a thing 
as free-will in God's reasonable creatures ; 
and, I believe, every Calvinist upon earth 
acknowledges the same. The point in 
dispute between us and the Arminians, 
is not concerning the existence of free- 
will, but concerning its powers. That man 
is naturally endued with a will we never 
denied ; and that man's will is naturally 
free to what is morally and spiritually evil, 
we always affirmed. The grand hinge 
then on which the debate turns, is, whe- 
ther free-will be, or be not, a faculty of 
such sovereignty and power, as either to 
ratify, or to baffle, the saving grace of God, 
according to its, that is, according to the 
will's own independent pleasure and self- 
determination ? 1 should imagine, that 
every man of sense, piety, and reflection, 
must at once determine this question in 
the negative. If some do not, frho are 
nevertheless possessed of those qualifica- 
tions. I can only stand amazed at the force 
of that prejudice which can induce any 
reasonable and religious person to suppose, 
that divine wisdom is frustrable, and the 
divine power defeatabVt \jj cratara of 
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yesterday, who are absolutely aud con- 
stantly dependant on God for their very 
being, and, consequently, for the whole 
of their operations, from moment to mo- 
ment* 

If free-will was possessed of those 
enormous powers which the Arminian 
scheme supposes, it would be vain and 
idle in a man to pray to God for victory 
over temptation, or to give him thanks for 
victory obtained. When free-willers kneel 
down to petition God for any spiritual 
blessing, what is such conduct, but a vir- 
tual renunciation of their own distinguish- 
ing tenet ? And, on the footing of that 
tenet, what an unmeaning service is the 
ascription of praise* 

Away with prayer; away with thanks- 
giving. Neither the one, nor the other, 
has any reasonable pretext to keep it in 
countenance on such principles* The 
whole lower creation cannot exhibit a more 
glaring example of human inconsistency, 
than a free- wilier on his knees* 
™ 

The prophecies of the Old and New 
Testaments are such a proof of Christi- 
anity as all the infidels in the world will 
never be able to overthrow; so on Use 
other band, those ^xv*\Awms> v*^- 

s 2 
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elude to the full, as strongly in favour of 
peremptory predestination. For, if the 
events were undecreed, they would be 
unforeknown; and. if unforeknown, they 
could not be infallibly predicted. To say, 
that events may be foreknown, without 



sive decree, would be saying either no- 
thing to the purpose, or worse than no- 
thing. For, if God can, with certainty, 
foreknow any event whatever, which he 
did not previously determine to acconw 
plish or permit, and that event, barely 
foreknown, but entirely undecreed, be so 
certainly future, as to furnish positive 
ground for unerring prophecy, it would 
follow that God is dependent, for his 
knowledge, on the things known, instead 
of all things being dependent on him; 
and that there is some extraneous con- 
catenations of causes, prior to the will 
and knowledge of God, by which his will 
is regulated, and on which his knowledge 
is founded. 

It is not necessary to be timid in order 
to be meek. There is a false meekness, 
as well as a false charity. Genuine charity, 
according to the Apostle's description of 
it, rejoiceth in the truth. The conduct 
of our Lord lniinse\f, and v\ve dU- 
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ciples on various occasions, demonstrat- 
ed, that it is no part of christian candour, 
to hew mill stones with a feather. The 
Apostle said, concerning the depravers 
oi doctrinal Christianity, Rebuke them 
sharply or as it may be read, rebuke 
them cuttingly. Wish well to their per- 
sons, but give no quarter to their errors. 
Unmixed politeness, condescending gene- 
rosity, and the most conciliatory benevo- 
lence, can no more soften rugged rude- 
ness, than the melody of David's harp 
could lay the north wind, or still the 
raging of the sea, 



I solemnly profess, before God, an- 
gels, and men, that I am not conscious 
of my being endued with that self-de- 
termining power which Arminianistn as^ 
cribes to me as an individual of the hu- 
man species. Nay, I am clearly certain, 
that I have it not : I am also equally cer- 
tain, that I do not wish to have it : and 
that, was it possible for my Creator to 
make me an offer of transferring the de- 
termination of any one event from his own 
will to mine, it would be both my duty 
and my wisdom to entreat, that the scep- 
tre mlt*ht still remain with hUcntf^^A 
that I might ha^e notVvms* v& &o 
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direction of a single incident, or so much 
as a single circumstance. 

Bb not tormentinghr distressed con- 
cerning futurity; for futurity shall take, 
care of its own things. Sufficient unto 
die day is the evil thereof; that is, com- 
mit yourselves, in a believing and placid 
use of reasonable means, to the will and 
.providence of him, who has already lain 
out the whole plan of events in his own 
immutable purpose. The appointed mea- 
sure of supposed evil, is infallibly con* 
nected with its day, which no corroding* 
of imaginary anticipation can either stave 
off or diminish. 

It is no novelty for the doctrines of 
grace to meet with opposition ; and, in- 
deed, few doctrines nave been ao much 
opposed as they. Such is the imperfect 
state of things below, that the most im- 
portant advantages are connected with 
fcome inconveniences. The shining of 
truth, like the shining of the sun, wakens 
insects into life, which otherwise woqM 
have no sensitive existence. Yet, better 
for a few insects to quicken, than for the 
sun not to shine. 

One of the moat aewKVite tmsol lever 
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knew* but whose life, as well as his creed, 
had been rather eccentric, returned to me 
the following answer not many months 
before his death, when I asked him, 
Whether his former irregularities were 
not both accompanied, at the time, and 
succeeded afterwards, by some sense of 
mental pain? Yes, said he; bat I have 
scarce ever owned it until now. We, 
(meaning we infidels, and men of fash- 
ionable morals), do not tell you all that 
passes in our hearts. The fact plainly 
is, that rectitude of manners saves people 
from much uneasiness of mind ; and that 
il*e perpetration of moral evit involves 
in it a Torjan horse, whose hidden force 
puts their comforts to the sword. I have 
seen instances of this in very high, as well 
as in more humble life; notwithstanding 
all the labour and art which have been 
obtained to veil it from the eye of man. 
They who plough iniquity, and sow 
wickedness, reap the same* ; the crop 
is always (more or less) similar to the 
seed. The wicked man t ravel leth with 
pain all is days, and a dreadful sound 
is in his earsf ; lei him say what he will 
to the contrary. So that we may almost 
assert, that the very commission of sin is 
its own primary and capital punishment. 
• Job i v, 8. t ^ * - 
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A truly gracious man, like a thorough 

S'ood watch, may deviate, and point wrong 
or a season ; but, like the machine just 
mentioned, will, after a short time, come 
round, and point rightas before. Let such 
deviations teach us to be jealous over our 
own corrupt hearts; make us dependent, 
sensibly and increasingly dependent on 
the power and faithfulness of thfe Holy 
Ghost : stir us up to prayer, that we may 
be kept from being carried away with the 
fcrror of the wicked ; and put a new Bong 
of thanksgiving into our mouths, to that 
God. whose free and invincible grace bath 
enabled us to stand, when others, in ap» 
pearance stronger than we, have fallen 
and become as water that runneth apace. 

The golden chain of providence is Tet 
down from the throne of the Supreme, 
through all the ranks of animated and of 
unanioiated nature : guiding and govern- 
ing every individual spirit and every: in. 
dividual atom, by such means, and in 
such a manner, as best comport with the 
dignity, the efficacy, the wisdom, and the 
love of him who holds the chain, and who 
has implicated every Hnk. 

Thus the Almighty doth according to 
his will, in the anmet of heaven, and 
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among the inhabitants of the earth; and 
none can stay his hand, or say unto him* 
What doest thou ?* Hence it is, that the 
very f hairs of our heads are all numbered 
in bis book ; and not one of them can fall 
from its pore, without the leave of heaven. 
He is the guardian of sparrows, and will 
not let, what we account the meanest in* 
sect, expire until the point of time, di- 
vinely destined, is come. He not only 
tells the number of the stars;):, and calls 
them each by name, but notices, and di- 
rects the very particles of | dust which 
float in the atmosphere. The § sun shines 
not but at his command; nor can a ^ wind 
blow but by authority from him. May we 
not say of his providence, what the Psalmist 
say 8 of the central luminary,round which 
our globe is wheeled, that there is nothing 
hid from the heat thereof. 

David appears to have had, almost from 
his very childhood, the sublimest talents 
for poetry,andan exquisite taste in music. 
His harp, therefore, was probably, his fre- 
quent companion in the fields, when he 
exercised tne occupation of a shepherd. 
And having experienced the inestimable 
blessing of early conversion, he did not 

* Dan. iv. 35. t Matt. x. S9,S0. t v&rf*. 
H Isa. si. 12. $ Job U. 7 . ^ V%«- «ww 
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debase his poetic genius,- nor prostitute 
liis skill in the harmony of sounds, by de- 
voting either of them to the contempti- 
ble purposes of versified nonsense and 
unmanjy dissipation : but his heart being 
as rightly tuned as his harp, his happiness 
And highest recreation were, to sing the 
praises of the God he loved, and to anti- 
cipate something of that sublime employ 
on earth, which will, in heaven, be for 
ever the business and the bliss of those 
who are redeemed from among men. 

Jt is worthy of remark, that this was the 
time (namely, while David was herdsman 
to his father Jesse, and filled up the inter- 
vals of his employment with holy medita- 
tion, prayer, and thanksgivings) wbenGod 
himself vouchsafed to mention him under 
the most glorious appellation that, per- 
haps, was ever conferred on a created 
being — a man after my own heart. A title 
which does not appear to have been given 
him so much as once after his advance- 
ment to royalty. For though neither 
height of magnificence, nor depth of 
abasement, can separate a saiut from the 
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus*; 
yet, even after a work of grace has passed 
upon the heart in regeneration, such is the 
pou-er ofsurvivin^ depravity, that not one, 
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perhaps, in twenty of God's people can, 
humanly speaking, be trusted with pros- 
perity. Let every afflicted believer, there- 
fore, rejoice in that he is made low. God 
deals oat oar comforts and our sorrows, 
with exact, unerring hand in number, 
weight, and measure. Hence we have 
not, either of joy* or adversity, a grain 
too little or too much. If less tribulation 
would suffice, less would be given. We 
are bad enough, with all our troubles ; 
what then should we be, if we were exer- 
cised with none? 

When I read the eighth Psalm, I form 
to myself an idea of David the stripling, 
and I think I see him watching his flocks 
in a summer's night, under the expanded 
canopy of the skies. The air is still. The 
heavens are serene. The moon, arrived 
at the full, is pursuing her majestic silent 
course. The stars, (like peeresses on a 
coronation solemnity jawume their bright- 
est robes, to attend the beauteous sove- 
reign of the night, while Doth moon and 
stars' concur to shed a soft undaesling lus« 
treon all the subjacent landscape. David, 
at this happy period, a blameless youth: 
un poisoned with ambition, and unfascin- 
ated by the witchcraft of corruption: his 
heart unpollute J with lu^s, aad 
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undipped in blood ; is seated on a rising 
hillock, or on the protuberant root of some 
stately tree. — All is hushed. Not a bough 
rustles, Not a leaf " trembles to the 
breeze." The silent (locks are either care- 
lessly grazing by his side, or slumbering 
securely at his feet. The birds have sus- 
pended their songs, until waked by the 
superior sweetness of his voice, and the 
music of his hand. For, charmed with the 
loveliness of the scene, and wrapt by the 
Holy Spirit into a seraphic flame of ex- 
alted devotion he has lain aside his crook 
— he has taken up his harp — and is trans- 
mitting to the throne of God, these grate- 
ful, these inexpressibly beautiful strains 
of admiring thankfulness: when I consi- 
der the heavens the work of thy fingers ; 
the moon and stars, which thou hast or- 
dained ; what is man that thou art mind- 
ful of him, or the son of man that thou 
visiteth him ? — Then, taking a survey of 
the pleasing objects that surrounded him, 
he thus goes on to sing ; Thou hast made 
man a little lower than the angels, and 
hath crowned him wiih glory and ho- 
nour. Thou madest him to have domi. 
nion over the works of thy hands ; thou 
hast put all things under his feet; all 
sheep and oxen \ yea, and the beasts of 
the field i the fowl* oi v\xe *Yt,«ui the 
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fishes of the sea, and whatsoever walketh 
through the paths of the seas, O Lord our 
governor, how excellent is thy name in 
all the world! 

So warbled the sweet singer of Israel, 
and thus he addressed God the Son, all 
most eleven hundred years prior to his 
incarnation. 

Be not hasty in determining your judg- 
ments on an important point — view the 
question on all sides — chiefly keep your 
eye fixed on the Scriptures, and derive, 
by humble, earnest, waiting prayer, all 
your light and knowledge from thence. 
One thing I am very clear in, that if you 
reduce your ideas to the standard of the 
Scriptures, and make this the model of 
those, suffering the unerring word of re- 
velation to have the casting vote, you will 
no longer dwell upon a random opinion : 
you will be kept from going to such 
lengths of absurdity and impiety to which 
men, even of the brightest talents, are 
liable, when they unhappily shut their 
eyes 'against that revelation, which so 
kindly holds the lamp to benighted reason, 

If our views of God, and Christ, and 
heaven, are dim and languid, still 
abideth faithful, and cwwio\^tq\«s»^» 
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Not upon our frames! but upon the ador- 
able giver of them is all our safety built. 
If we cannot follow him in the light, God 
help us to follow him in the dark ; and if 
we cannot follow him so, let us fall down 
at his feet and sink into nothing, under the 
feeling of our vileness. They who are en- 
abled thus tofall,shall be raised in duetime 

To be happy we must be virtuous ; and 
in order to our becoming truly virtuous, 
we must experience the grace of God, 
which bringeth salvation. 

Even in the worst and darkest of 
times, God has never left himself entirely 
without witness, nor permitted the truths 
of his gospel to be totally exterminated. 
They have sometimes lain, to all outward 
appearance, in very few hands : but they 
have constantly subsisted somewhere. 
The prophet Elijah once imagined, that 
himself was the -only person who was 
kept faithful to God, amidst that torrent 
of idolatry, which then overwhelmed the 
land of Israel. But what said the answer 
of God unto him ! I have reserved to my- 
self seven thousand men who have not 
bowed the knee to the image of Baal. 
Even so then, at this present time also, 
there is, and at evenj t\mtitewWW> 



MEDITATIONS, &C 225 



and shall be, a remnant according to the 
election of grace. However discourage- 
ing appearances may be in seasons either 
of persecution^ idolatry, or general pro- 
faneness) there are many known instances 
of divine preservation ; and many others, 
unknown by us, but noticed by him who 
knoweth them that are his. 

In this country, when the sword of 
persecution was unsheathed and bran- 
dished, those Protestants whose eyes God 
had opened, went cheerfully to death for 
the doctrines of Christ, and could sing, 
with those of old, for thy sake we are 
killed all the day long : we are counted as 
sheep appointed to be slain. But now 
the sword is laid asleep, and fires are ex- 
tinguished, the doctrines of Christ are 
too generally forgot ; nay, what is still 
more skocking, the very mention of those 
doctrines seems to frighten some no* 
minal Protestants out of their wits. If 
we have lost the persecutions, we have 
also in a manner lost the spirit and faith 
of our christian predecessors. 

When God was pleased to visit this 
land with the beams of Reformation, 
Paul's Cross, which was situated in the. 
Church-yard belonging to c&JS&ft&tf^ 
T 2 
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of St. Paul, on the north side of that 
church, towards the east end, might be 
called the city fountain, from which the 
streams of the purest doctrine replenished 
the metropolis, and the kingdom. Here 
oua great reformers preached in the days 



great restorers of the reformed doctrines 
continued to dispense the waters of life, 
through the long reign of Elizabeth. 
There are three distinguished, I had al- 
most said sacred, spots of ground, which 
I think no genuine considerate English- 
man can survey without some emotion 
of awful rapture. I mean that part of 
St. Paul's church yard which was beauti- 
fied by the feet of the reformers. Smith- 
field, from whence so many of our Pro- 
testant Elijah's ascended, in chariots of 
flame, to glory: and Runny-mead, ad- 
joining to Egham, where the signature of 
the Great Charter was extorted from King 
John* 

Let a man espouse what system he will, 
he must unavoidably diplease some party 
or other. But the man who affects to 
adopt such a system as may render him 
obnoxious to no party whatever, very 
rarely acquires that measure of esteem 
from any, which he iotx&Vj «^tcU to r*i 
*eive from all. 




Good; and here the 
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God's revealed (not his secret) will, is 
the rule of human action ; we are Dot to 
descend from the decree to events ; but, 
on the contrary, should ascend from events 
to the decree. God's hidden will of de- 
termination is and can be the rule of bis 
own conduct only, because is he only ac 

?[uainted with his own purposes in their 
ull extent; but the grand unerring chart 
of direction to men, and on which they 
should constantly fix their eyes, is God's 
declared will of command, set forth in the 
written word, m 

Scholastic niceties, when pushed to 
excess, are directly opposite to the genius 
of the gospel ; and open the way, not to 
christian knowledge, but to the endless 
mazes of sophistry and strife of words. 

While Calvin was a very young man, 
disputes ran high between Luther and 
some other reformers, concerning the 
manner of Christ's presence in the holy 
sacrament. Luther, whose temper was 
tu rally warm and rougli ; heaped many 
hard names on the divines who differed 
from him on the article of consu Instantia- 
tion \ and, among the rest, Calvin came in 
for his dividend of abuse. Being inform- 
ed of the harsh appellation \ve 
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be meekly replied, in a letter to Bullinger. 
It is a frequent saying with me/ that if 
Luther should even call me a devil, my 
veneration for him is, notwithstanding, so 
great, that I shall ever acknowledge him 
to he an illustrious servant of God ; who, 
though he abounds in extraordinary vir- 
tues, is yet not without considerable im- 
perfections. 

I see not much reason for absolutely 
cashiering the epithet of irresistible grace : 
though 1 could wish that the term invin- 
cible were always substituted in its room. 
Irresistible may seem to imply some com- 
pulsive force on the will of man, in regene- 
ration ; whereas we neither assert, nor be- 
lieve, that the will is violently compelled, 
but only that it is effectually changed for 
the better, without any violation or its na- 
tural freedom. An elect sinner is not made 
good against his will; but is, by grace, 
made willing to be good, according to that 
of the Psalmist, "Thy people shall be wil- 
ling iu the day of thy power." — Psa.cx.3. 
Though the effect of the Holy Spirit's ope- 
ration is infallibly secured, and cannot but 
issue in conversion, for he does nothing in 
vain; yet is this blessed effect accom- 
plished in a way suitable to the natural 
powers wherewith maim et&\>&&\ vtce- 
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sistible grace, therefore, if you understand 
grace, that is efficacious, invincible, and 
certainly victorious; we are authorited, 
both by scripture, reason, and the strictest 
maxims of philosophy, to term converting 
grace irresistible; since where God really 
designs to renew a sinner unto righteous- 
ness and true holiness, we think it incom- 
patible with every notion of Deity to sup- 
pose, that the intent of an all wise Being 
should be eventually defeated, and his 
plan disconcerted ; or that the measures 
made use of by an Almighty agent, should 
be baffled and issue in nothing. Neither 
can we apprehend that a Deity, of this in- 
finite wisdom and infinite power, who is 
"excellent in council,and m lghty ,i n work- 
ing," can ever find himself at a loss how to 
carry his immutable perposes, whether of 
grace or providence into execution ; or be 
unable to operate effectually on the wills 
of men, without trespassing on that free- 
dom, of which he himself is the author and 
giver. Surely he, who without our con- 
sent made us reasonable beings, can, by 
virtueof his own omnipotently transform- 
ing grace, make us holy beings ! and that 
without making us mere machines. He 
that planted the ear, shall he not hear? He 
that made the eye shall he uo\. vsfcA "\^». 
that endued me with aaUitA^tw^om^cw^ 
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not he renew this will of mine, without in. 
fringement of the freedom he gave us ? 

Unless we trace up all being, and all 
philosophic motion,whetheractivemotioh 
or passive, to God himself, we can find no 
first cause wherein to rest : we can have 
no central point to stop at, but shall be 
lost amid the immense circumference of 
boundless, wild uncertainty. 

The operation of grace renders itself 
effectual without offering the least vio- 
lence to the human mind. Open a blind 
man's eyes to see the sun, and he will need 
no compulsion to make him admire it. 
Suppose there was a person, to whose 
ceaseless bounty you owed every comfort 
you enjoy,butof whom, notwithstanding, 
you never had so much as the sight/, should 
that person, in process of time, favour you 
with a visit, would you stand in need of 
compulsion to make you speak to him ? 
Must you be dragged by the hair of your 
head into his presence ? No. You would 
at once fly to him, and bid him welcome. 
You would freely, yet irresistibly, (such is 
thesweetlycaptivatingpowerof gratitude) 
thank him,and give him your best accom- 
modations, and wish ^our best was better 
for his sake, S'imitat \i v\v* tafeitaroqji 
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necessary tendency of an enlightened soul 
to God and Christ; it disclaims all com- 
pulsion, properly so called. It pleads only 
for that victorious, conciliating efficacy, 
which is inseparable from the grace of di- 
vine attraction; and acknowledges no 
other energy, but that to which the apostle 
sets his attestation, where he says, the love 
of Christ constraineth us. 

In a world like the present, it is often 
extremely difficult to connect integrity 
with prudence. The man who will be ho- 
nest, must run some risk* 

I once devoted a considerable share of 
time and attention to the fathers. But I 
scruple not to acknowledge, that, after a 
while, I desisted from this study, as barren 
and unimproving. Some excellent things 
are, indeed, interspersed in their writings; 
but the golden grains are almost lost 
amidst an infinity of rubbish. If a man, 
says Dr. Young, was to find one pearl in 
an oyster of a million, it would hardly en- 
courage him to commence fisherman for 
life. So say I of the fathers in general. 
Even supposing, what I can by .no means 
grant, that the harvest of instruction 
would recompencethe toil of breaking up 
the ground, a life-time ¥KwVdta&& , i 
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fice to read the fathers with care; and per- 
haps, two life times would scarcely enable 
a reader to digest them completely. That 
knowledge which is truly important, lies 
in a much narrower compass. 

Persons of violent passions, who, if, 
either of excessive and unguarded anger, 
or hurried away by the impetuous tor. 
rent of head-strong and irregular desire, 
are liable to the commission of irreparable 
evil, and may, in a single moment, lay the 
foundation of irremediable ruin. He that 
hasteth with his feet, sinneth. O believer, 
if thou art by nature hasty, vehement,and 
easily inflammable, call in superior aid. 
He who, in the days of his flesh, rebuked 
the raging of the wind, and stilled the 
tossings of the sea, can, by the sweet com- 
placent influence of his gracious Spirit, 
restrain thee within the bounds of holi- 
ness, and speak the storm into a perfect 
calm. I have read of an heathen, who, 
when he found himself unduly fermented 
by the kindlings of inward wrath, would 
never utter a single word, until he had first 
deliberately run over in his mind all the 
letters of the alphabet. I have read of a 
Christian, who,w hen endangered bjr simi- 
Jar temptation, would not suffer himself 
to speak a syllable, uuttWvfcYraA %\lantly 
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repeated tbe Lord's Prayer. Go and do 
them likewise. Repeat that prayer to 
God, in the spirit of supplication, and 
thy victory over passion will be more 
than probable. 

Let meb be vigilant in their stations* 
and faithful to their trust. Above all, let 
ministers of Christ not sleep, as do others, 
bat watch, as those that must give ac- 
count of their stewardship to the Judge 
of quick and dead. It is said of Aristotle, 
that, lest he should impede his progress in 
bis philosophical studies, by over- sleeping 
himself, he usually slept with one hand 
out of bed, and held a brass bell in it, over 
a vessel of the same metal ; that the noise 
which the bell must occasion when it fell 
from bis hand, might awake him to what 
he deemed the principal business of hu- 
man life. In how many respects may 
heathen diligence put Christian slothfuf- 
ness to the blush. 

Thb adorable Saviour of sinners is, in 
Scripture, figuratively shadowed forth to 
our conceptions, by an idea taken from 
the brightest of visible objects. " The 
Lord God is a sun and shield ; he will 
give to his chosen people the light 
u 
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warmth of grace below, and crown that 
grace with perfection of glory in the hea- 
ven of heavens above," (Psal. lxxxiv. 11.) 
And the Father's endearing promise, 
made and fulfilled to each spiritually- 
awakened sinner, is " to you that fear 
my name shall the sun of righteousness 
arise with healing in his beams." Mai, 
iv. 2. 

How extremely small the material sua 
appears, in comparison to its real mag- 
nitude! Who, that is guided merely by 
his naked eye, would suppose that lumi- 
nary to be what in fact it is, not less than 
a million of times larger than our whole 
extensive globe of earth and seas! When 
purblind reason takes upon her to sit in 
judgment on the mysterious nature, de- 
crees, and dispensations of God, she re- 
sembles the short-sighted opticks of an 
unlettered Indian, who, estimating the size 
of the sun by his own inadequate percep- 
tions, imagines it to be of much. less cir- 
cumference than the floor of his hut; and 
w&s a philosopher to apprize him of his 
mistake, would ask, with an unbelieving 
stare, if not with a contemptuous smile, 
How can these things be? Between the 
sun's real apparent dimensions, some, 
though exceeding little, proportion ob- 
tains. But, when *ec<yeA ^mou in 
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the Godhead deigned to cloathe himself 
■with mortality, his appearance bore no 
proportion to his infinite and essential 
dignity. Is not this the carpenter, the 
son of Mary i was the decision of unil- 
luuiinated reason. The eye of superna- 
tural faith alone was able to see through 
the human veil, discern the latent Deity, 
end behold his glory, as the glory of the 
only Begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 



Wherefore, O my soul, are the glo- 
rious things of God, and the important 
concerns of futurity, no greater in thy 
view: because the remains of original 
corruption still keep thee at somedistance 
from thy Maker; and hinder thee from 
seeing eternal realities in the momentous 
light they deserve. Why do the perish- 
ing interests of time appear so great ? Be- 
cause we are immediately con versant with 
them; and they have, naturally, too deep 
a place in our vile affections. Milton re- ' 
presents the seraph Uriel as dwelling in 
the sun. Was this, in a spiritual sense, 
our case : were our hearts right with God, 
and could we constantly walk in the near 
uninterrupted light of his blessed counte- 
nence, how would the world dwindle ia 
©Or esteem ; What a roecW, ^nVsaX *w ^* 
parative nothing would \t w^«x x . 
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It is delightful to live and walk in the 
shillings of God's countenance : but to die 
in the light and consolations of his pre- 
sence, is (next to heaven itself) the crown- 
ing mercy of all* How gracious is the Holy 
Spirit of promise, to shine away the 
doubts and fears of his people, and put 
them to bed by day-light! O may we taste 
the sweetness of his love ; rise into a nearer 
- conformity to his image ; enjoy closer 
communion with him, and experience an 
increasing sense of his never failing faith- 
fulness, till we receive the end of our 
faith: even the full and ultimate salvation 
of our souls. I bless the Lord ; J cannot 
doubt of his making all this mv portion. 
He sometimes enables me to look, as it 
were, into his heart of everlasting love, 
and to catch a glimpse of that page in the 
book of life, where he has written my 
unworthy name ; and in the strength of 
that comfort I can travel many days. If 
the scanty vessel of imperfect faith can 
draw such water of comfort from the wells 
of salvation, what will be the blessedness 
of God's elect, when they are taken up 
into glory, and there walk with him. 
" High in salvation, and the climes of bliss/* 



f PAN never suffideirtVs tta&fat 
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giving me to see the day, when I can truly 
affirm, that I care not whom I displease, 
when the inestimable truths of his gospel 
are at stake. His providence has rendered 
me independent on any but himself; add 
his gra£e enables me to act accordingly, 
I must likewise add, as a still further mo- 
tive to nay gratitude, that the bolder I am 
in his cause, the more he gives me the af- 
fections of those to whom I minister, and 
with whom I am connected. Where I 
have lost one friend by standing up for 
Christ, I have gained a multitude. 

Self-reliance is the very bond of un- 
belief. It is essential infidelity, and one 
of its most deadly branches. 

When Christ, in his fullness of media- 
torial beauty and grandeur, rises on the 
soul of a benighted sinner. In our pha- 
risaical and unconverted state (a state of 
tenfold deeper than Egyptian darkness), 
our good works, as we are apt flatteringly 
to style them, charm us with their pretty 
evanid radiance, 

" As stars from absent suns have leave to shiae," . 

But no sooner is Jesus, by the eternal 
ageocyof bis Spirit, revealed in ourhearts, 
and his completely finished obediea&*. 
discovered to the eye o? ia\xXx> ^«L^^ 
\3 2 
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cease going about to establish our own 
righteousness, and joyfully submit to the 
imputed righteousness of the incarnate 
God. Self-excellence and self-dependance 
vanish in that blessed moment; and the 
language of the soul is, " Thy merits, O 
thou Redeemer of the lost, are all my 
salvation ; and an interest in thee, is au 
my desire/' 

Tub ordinances of the gospel are to be 
numbered among those streams, which 
gladden the Church of God, if, and when, 
he makes them the vehicles of his own 
presence and power to the soul. Ab- 
stracted from the converting and cherish- 
ing operations of the Holy Ghost, the 
best means of grace would infallibly leave 
us (as a sunless atmosphere would leave 
the earth) no less cola and unanimated 
than they found us* 

The shinings of Christ's presence on 
the soul give existence, and gradual ma- 
turity to the inward graces that enrich 
the heart, and to the peaceable works of 
righteousness which adorn the life of 
every true believer in his name. 

Some persons would persuade us, that 
Gad regulates his decrees by the free-will 
>r 9 *** J^t a more im$\o\xa ^Vft^v^xWtt* 
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by the self-determined conduct) of the 
creatures he has made. This is just as ab- 
surd in theology, as it would be false in 
philosophy , to assert that the sun dances 
round the earth, instead of the earth's 
circuiting the sun. Scripture expressly 
assures us, that the way of man is not in 
himself j neither is it in man that walketh, 
to direct his own own steps : Jer. x. 23. God 
does not, like a dependant laquey in a li- 
very, adjust his motions by ours; but hu- 
man conduct is adjusted and regulated 
(either penrjissively,or effectively, accord* 
ing to the nature of the case) by the wise 
determinations of his sovereign and un de- 
feat able will. He, as an uncreated and all- 
pervading sunj is the centre of the univer- 
sal system ; while the whole choir of crea- 
ted beings,without a single exception, per- 
form their allotted planetary revolutions 
to the ultimate glory of that God, u whose 
never- failing Providence" (as the Church 
of England finely expresses it), " orders 
all things, both in heaven and earth/ 1 

Light does not travel from the sun so 
swiftly as the quickened bodies of the 
saints shall rise into glory, honour, and 
immortality, when the Saviour of man 
shall appear, and the archangel's trum- 
pet sound. In a moment > iu tfefe nnvvv^- 
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ling of an eye, the dead shall be raised in- 
corruptible, and we shall be changed. 

The believer has his winter seasons of 
providential affliction, and of spiritual 
distress. At such periods his views are 
occasionally dark, and his comforts liable 
to a temporary chill. Yet, if the God of 
love is ever peculiarly near to his people 
for good) it is when his arrows stick fast 
ia them, and when his hand presseth 
them sore. Behold, God is in this place, 
and I knew it not, was the retrospective 
experience of Jacob. While the spiri- 
tual winter lasts, be it thy endeavour to 
exercise, what a late excellent person 
terms " the winter graces of faith and 
patience* 9 ' At the time appointed, thy 
consolations shall return, as the clear 
shining after rain; and thy joy be as 
the sun, when it goeth forth in its might. 
Then will be realized that elegant and 
reviving delineation of inward summer 
and prosperity of soul: the winter (of 
doubts and darkness, of pain and sorrow, 
of affliction and temptation, of coldness 
and barrenness, of storm and tossing) is 
past; the rain of weeping and distress 
is over and gone. The flowers (of peace 
atid holy rejoicing) appear on the earth ; 
the time of the amgvv^ of bvrds (when 
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thy graces shall be all alert and lively, 
and thou shalt pray and praise with en- 
largement) is come; and the voice of the 
turtle (the still small music of the Holy 
Spirit's voice, whispering peace to the 
conscience) is heard in our land. The 
fig-tree putteth forth her green tigs (fruit- 
fulness in every good word and work shall 
evidence thy revival in grace): arid the 
vines, with the tender grapes, impart their 
fragrancy ; thy amiable and benevolent 
tempers, accompanied by all the other 
lovely effects of communion with God* 
•hall justify thy faith to the world, and 
visibly adorn thy profession of the gospel 
of Christ. Cant. ii. 11, 12, 13. 

Yet, though favoured with this happy 
and glorious experience, you must not ex> 

fieet (at least it is not the lot of every be- 
iever) to enjoy summer all the year round. 
But, however this be, an eternity is com- 
ing, when thy sun shall no more go down, 
neither shall thy moon withdraw itself ; 
for the Lord shall be thy everlasting Utrbt, 
and the days of thy mourning shall be 
ended. Isai. Ix, 20. 

How universal is the all-directing pro- 
vidence of God. Nothing is exempted 
from its notice ; nothing is excepted vcwt^ 
its controuK Chaiice,\\ke 
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ness, has no real existence. If some events 
seem fortuitous, it is because we have not 
a sufficiency of knowledge, by which to 
trace the chain of combinations that ne- 
cessarily produce them ; just as some 
places, and some seasons, seem totally 
dark to us : because our optic system is 
so framed and attempered, that on vari- 
ous occasions, the human eye is unable to 
collect those scattered and proportionally 
expanded rays, from which no place what* 
ever is entirely secluded. 

The remaining corruptions of a regene- 
rated heart dim the prospect of salvation, 
and damp the fervor of inherent grace. 
Nothing can again brighten the former, 
and warm the latter into lively exercise, 
but the splendour of God's repeated ris- 
ing on the soul. Happy it is for his be- 
nighted people, -that, as mists and clouds 
may seem to obscure the sun, but cannot 
extinguish him : nor even hinder the ac- 
cess of his rays beyond a certain time ; 
go that faithful Jehovah, who knows what 
is in man, and who is still greater in 
([mercy and power)ifean our hearts can be 
in point of sinful depravation, will finally 
subdue our iniquities, shine away our 
fears, purify us from all our dross, and 

mtrfectly conform us to fae 

holiness. 
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Remember that in all our varying 
frames of soul, the variations are not in 
God, but in ourselves. Remember, that 
you must be low at his feet, if yon would 
bask in the shinings of his face. Get 
above his word and ordinances, and no 
wonder if the horror of a great darkness 
fall upon you. 

God's paternal attributes on one hand, 
and his terrific perfections on the other, 
encourage us to draw nigh to him, as the 
everlasting lover of our souls ; these re- 
strain us from presumptuous familiarities, 
and from taking undue liberties with 
him who is glorious in holiness, fearful 
in praises, and whose greatness knows no 

limit. 

The power of God considered as ex- 



sentand eternal felicity. But that same 
adorable at tribute,w hen set in array against 
reprobate angels and men, burns as a fire . 
which none can quench. Who knoweth 
the power of thy wrath f And oh, how 
irresistibly will that power be made mani- 
fest, when the Lord Jesus shall be reveal- 
ed from heaven, in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on them that know not God^ 
and that believe not the £ovp<A» 



erted in and for his bell 
becomes a gracious mediui 
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How great is the difference between a 
cool historical faith, that floats in a con- 
templated head, and the faith of God's 
elect, which warms, invigorates, and pu- 
rifies the heart. The former is a mere 
moonlight faith, which, however clear, 
so far as it goes, yet leaves us as cold and 
as barren as it found us. The latter, like 
the solar communications, enlivens and 
fertilizes the soul, filling it with joy and 
peace, through the power of the Holy 
Ghost ; and adorning it with the gems, 
and flowers, and fruits of grace. 

St. Paul finely illustrates the eternal 
generation of Christ, by a grand idea, 
taken from the material sun. The passage 
I refer to is Heb. i. 3. where our adorable 
surety is styled, the forth-beaming of the 
Father's glory. Perhaps no other ab- 
ject in the whole compass of uature,could 
have supplied the apostle with a piece of 
imagery equally majestic, delicate, and 
just. Light proceeds from the sun, and 
yet the sun never existed without light. 
Christ is at once the begotten of the 
Father, and co-eternal with him. The 
sun's rays, or unintermitting efflux of 
light, are of the same nature with the 
sun itself : and Christ is a person in 
the same essence n\\5ct \.Vi* ^*xWt % Al- 
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mighty, and joint partaker of all his love- 
ly, glorious, and infinite attributes. Could 
light be exterminated from the sun, the 
sun itself, as such, would inevitably be 
destroyed ; and to deny the deity of Je- 
sus, is virtually to deny the existence of 
God. For, whosoever denieth the Son, 
hath not the Father; but he that ac- 
knowledge th the Son, hath the Father 
also. 

By whom are the planets supported ? 
and whose hands impels thein,with never- 
ceasing rapidity round the central ocean 
of fire? They are supported and impelled 
by that very person, whose human soul 
was made an offering for sin ; and whose 
hands were nailed to the ignominious tree. 
By him all things consist; or are held 
together; Col. i. 17. — He both sustains 
and carries all things by the word of his 
own power (Heb. 1. 3.) he upholds the 
entire universe of suns and worlds; and 
by the omni potency of his sovereign will, 
he carries the rolling worlds round their 
respective suns. 

Some of God's converted people are 
soon matured for glory, by their nearness 
to, and intimate communion with, the 
sun of righteousness. ThefeMefoogte^l 
x 
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known to outrun their brethren, and 
(like John at the tomb of our Lord) to 
reach the sepulchre, finish their course, 
and ascend to their master's joy, at a very 
earlier period. While other saints, who 
either do not ripen so fast, or who have a 
larger field of usefulness to occupy on 
earth, are detained from their crown un- 
til they are full of years and good works. 
Each of these is gathered as a shock of 
corn in its season. O believer, if thy 
God summons thee away betimes, his 
Spirit will first perfect that which con- 
cerneth thee ! nor will Providence apply 
the sickle until grace has made thee 
white for the harvest. Or, if he length- 
ens thy thread, having much for thee 
to do, and much to suffer, he will shew 
himself the God of thy old age, and 
not forsake thee when thou art grey- 
beaded; for he hath inviolably declared, 
Even to your old age I am he ; and 
even to hoary hairs will I carry you: I 
have made, and I will bear; even t will 
cany, and I will deliver you. — Isa. xlvi. 4. 
Remember, to thy great and endless com- 
fort, that 

" His ev'ry word of grace is strong 
As that which built the skies : 

The voice that tolls the stars along, 
Spake all tbe ptomwa" 
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As all the planets perform their revolu- 
tions, without intermission, so they make 
the end of one revolution the beginning 
of another. They are never languid, ne- 
ver fatigued. They renew their beauteous 
toil again and again : nor will ever stop un- 
til the archangel swears, by Him who liveth 
from eternity to eternity, that time shall be 
no longer. — Equally intense, uninterrupt- 
ed, and unwearied, the obedience of Adam 
was, ere sin profaned the temple of the 
soul. Such too the obedience of the elect 
angels has been, and is to this moment. 
Such, moreover* the true believer on earth 
wishes (but wishes, alas 1 in vain) to pay 
his Lord : and such shall the obedience, 
both of saints and angels, for ever be, in 
the paradise of God. 

" Then shall we sing and never tire, 

In that blest house above ; 
Where sin and fear, and pain expire, 

Cast out by perfect love. 
Then not the sun shall, more than I, 

His Maker's will perform ; 
Nor shine with brighter purity. 

Nor burn with zeal so warm." 



Many are the secret acts of prayer, 
praise, faith, love, and humiliation* «VkV 
" true believers exercise towttt&& \X\fcvt V^- 
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*enly Father- Remote from the prying 
eye of man, they pour out their souls into 
theboBom of the Lord; and, wrapt in the 
comforts of his presence, the curiosity of 
others wishes in vain to know the whole 
of what passes between God and them. 
As, on one hand, there are occasions, 
when it is our bounden duty, for the 
honour of our Master, and for the edifi- 
cation of our neignbour, to let our light 
shine before men : there are at times, 
also, when it behoves us to enter into our 
closets, and to shut the door about us, 
and hold sequestered communion with 
him who sees in secret* This distinction 
reminds me of a little anecdote, not en- 
tirely foreign from the subject, A late 
prelate in the North of England had con- 
ceived some illiberal prejudices against a 
clergyman of his diocese. With intent 
to embarrass the divine, his lordship thus 
addressed him at a public visitation: — 
<fi Sir, you give away a great deal to the 
poor : but your charity is of the ostenta- 
lious kind. You are too public in the 
distributions of your bounty; I do not 
hear of any private good you do. It is 
all with sound of trumpet," The answer 
was sensible and pertinent: " My lord, 
/ care not how much you hear of my , 

public charities, not \w« XwXfc VtaiJ 

of my private one*.* 1 
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A fellow christian, or any conspicuous 
character, may shine unregarded: whereat 
if his brightness become in any respect 
clouded and overcast, our telescopes are 
up, our eyes in full employ, our tongues 
proclaim his defects ; and it is well, if 
magnifying and multiplying glasses do 
not lend their assistance on the occasion. 



Providence may perhaps cast your 
lot, O Christian, in a place, or fix you in 
a family, where you may not find any 
with whom you can take sweet religious 
counsel, and walk in the house of God as 
brethren. Be not however disheartened, 
neither dejectedly ask, Who will shew me 
any good i but make the Psalmist's prayer 
your own: Lord, lift thou up the light of 
thy countenance upon me! If you expe- % 
rience continual nearness to God, through 
the Spirit, and are irradiated and warmed 
by direct communion with Christ, no mat- 
ter whether you travel to heaven in com* 
pany or alone. In the best sense of the 
word, you are sure of not being alone; 
for all the persons in the Godhead, and 
angels who minister to the heirs of salva- 
tion, are your companions and guardians, 
your guides and familiar fcta&d%« 
wilJ they cease to vitXcYt 
x 2 
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good, and to keep you in all your ways, 
until you enter the celestial house not 
made with hands ! where you will, to all 
eternity, associate with the innumerable 
asembly and Church of the first-born, who 
were written in heaven. 

Each believer, shine he ever so brightly, 
is at present sanctified but in part; need 
we wonder, if, on some occasions, the 
splendour of his gifts, and the radiancy 
of his graces, suffer a temporary eclipse i 
At such times let our candour and for- 
bearance have their perfect work. After 
a certain period he will emerge from the 
shade, ana beam forth in all the loveli- 
ness of his usual lustre; and when the 
declining saint has sat his appointed time 
in darkness, the Lord will again be a light 
unto him. Happy is that benighted soul* 
whose faith (for it is the peculiar business 
of faith's eye to see in the dark) can 
pierce the gloom; anticipate the return 
of day; and long for a final approxima- 
tion to the sun of righteousness, in that 
world of glory, where no more cloud wdr 
darkness shall obscure our views, tarnish 
our graces, or damp our joys, for ever. 

Bright evidences, aud warm experi- 
ences, of our intece*tu& CVowM!bA;*\ 
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work of his Spirit upon the soul, are 
generally the blessed consequences of liv- 
ing near to God, and of walking closely 
with him in all holy conversation, prayer, 
and watchful godliness. The joy and 
liveliness of grace (though not grace it* 
self) may be sinned away. Spiritual com- 
fort is a tender plant, and requires much 
delicacy of treatment. To be triumphant 
and alert in the ways of God, you must 
take equal heed of wandering and of 
slumbering. 

Our Lord began the prayer upon earth, 
which he now offers in heaven for his 
people: " Keep, through thy own name, 
those whom thou hast given me;'' he 
prays, or rather demands as the purchase 
of his death, when he says, " Father, I 
will, that they also whom thou hast given 
me, be with me where I am on which 

5 round we may conclude, that all Christ 
ied for shall possess the crown of glory 
that fadeth not away: it being impossi- 
ble that Jesus should intercede in vain. 
This is* the foundation of the Apostle's 
challenge " Who is lie that condemneth? 
It is Christ that died, yea, rather that is 
risen again, who also maketh intercession 
for us." May all God's people, <ftto*»Vk%a*. 
their faces Zion-w&td, ^ 
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merit from these things, to go forward in 
the name and strength of the God of their 
salvation, until they arrive safe to the man- 
sions of bliss and endless felicity. 



When the silver cords of life loosen 
•pacer— when the last pins of the earthly 
tabernacle are taken out, — when the lips 
of the expiring saint turn pale, and the 
blush forsakes his cheek, and what little 
breath he draws returns cold,— when his 
limbs quiver, — when the pulse forgets to 
beat,— when the crimson current in his 
veins begins to stagnate, and the hover*, 
ingsoul is just upon the wing for glory 
fast as the world darkens upon his sight, 
fast as the mortal part of his composition 
subsides and falls off from his disimpri- 
soned spirit; he brightens into the per- 
fect image of God, and kindles into more 
than an angel of light. Jehovah visits 
him with smiles of everlasting love; Jesus 
beckons bim to regions of eternal day; 
the blessed Spirit of God wafts him, with 
a gentle gale, over the stream of death. 
The angelic potentates deem it an honour 
to usher the ransomed soul, and convoy 
the precious freight. Disembodied saints, 
who were landed long before, throng the 
blissful coast, to cou^tataXfc tta new- 
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bom seraph on his safe arrival. When a 
believer lands in glory, the whole church 
triumphant may be supposed to welcome 
the new admitted peer. He makes a pub- 
lie entry into the celestial city, the Jeru- 
salem which is above. 

Under such comfortable anticipations 
of the glory that shall be revealed, when 
faith pierces within the veil, whether Je- 
sus our forerunner is gone before, the 
believer cries out, O how amiable is even 
this distant prospect of thy dwelling, thou 
Lord of hosts! or, in the language of the 
spies of old, We have seen the land ; and 
behold, it is very good. When shall we 
drop these mortal bodies f When shall we 
get through the desert ? When shall we 
go up and take possession ? When shall 
we receive the end of our faith, even the 
full salvation of our souls ? How long, O 
Lord, holy and true? Why tarry the 
wheels of thy chariot i Make haste, my 
beloved, to fetch me away ; and be thou 
like to a roe, or to a young hart on the 
mountains of spices ! 

Fear not, thou that longest to be at 
home. A few steps more, and thou* art 
there. Death to God's people, is but a 
ferry boat. Every day, and every hour, 
the boat pushes off with someof the saints^ 
and returns for more. Soo\\>0\tf&>«***>> 



£54 MEDITATIONS, &C. 



it will be said to thee, as it was to her in 
the gospel, The master is come and calleth 
•for thee. When you are got to the boun- 
dary of your race below, and stand on the 
verge of heaven, and the confines of im- 
mortality; then there will be nothing but 
the short valley of death, between you and 
the promised land ; the labours, of your 
pilgrimage will then be on the point of 
conclusion, and you will have nothing to 
do but to intreat God, as Moses did, " I 

J>ray thee let me go over, and see the good 
and that is beyond Jordan, that goodly 
mountain and Lebanon." Or, with David, 
" O send out thy light and truth, that they 
may lead me, and bring me to thy holy 
hill, and to thy dwelling place." 

Be uot dismayed at the prospect of get- 
ting borne. Where is the man that would 
be sorry to be ejected from a cottage, in 
order to his living in a palace ? and yet 
death to a child of God is but a writ of 
ejectment, tbat turns him out of a prison, 
and transmits him to his apartments at 
court. Dread not the interjacent valley ; 
it is but the shadow of death; and what 
is there in a shadow to be afraid of. 
Dark as it may seem, it will brighten as 
you enter ; and the further you go, the 
brighter will it prove. I have known 
many a believei go ivet\NQL%ta the river 
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of death; but I never knew a believer go 
weeping all the way through it. Even 
an earthly parent id particularly tender 
and careful of a dying child. Much more 
will the great and gracious Father of the 
elect, support, cherish, and defend his 
own children in the hour of death: Be- 
lievers should not have a slavish dread of 
death ; for where is the infant, thatis afraid 
to go to sleep in its nurse's arms. 

Dost thou ask, O converted reader, 
which is best? To be taken to heaven by 
sudden death in a moment or two ; or to 
be thrown on a lingering bed, and so, if 
the Lord please, be able to bear some tes- 
timony to his love, power, and faithful- 
ness? I answer; leave the whole matter 
to him. If possible, do not entertain a 
wish, either one way or the other. Be 
this your petition : 

Only receive my soul to thee : 
The manner and the time be thine. 

Or,areyou afraidof whatyoumaysuffer 
in your last conflict? Turn again to your 
rest; for the Lord will deal bountifully 
with you, and be better to you than your 
fears. ' 
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" Who can take 

Death's portrait true t 
Fear shakes the pencil j fancy lores excess : 
Dark ignorance is lavish of her shades j 
And these the formidable picture draw. 
Man forms a death that nature never made, 
Then on the point of his own fancy falls, 
And feels a thousand deaths in fearing one." 

None return from the grave to tell us 
what it is to die. Some happy believer* 
have, indeed, sung in their last momenta, 
O death where is thy once imagined 
sling ; Can this be termed dying i And 
very probably, the passage is. both sweeter 
and smoother than living imagination it 
apt to suppose. 1 lost an excellent pa- 
rishioner, in the year 1765. Though he 
had not the least doubt of his salvation, 
but as far as spiritual and eternal things 
were concerned, lay for many weeks, tri- 
umphing in the full assurance of faith; 
be still dreaded the separation of soul and 
body, from an apprehension of what na- 
ture must endure in the parting stroke. 
Some little time before the knot waa bo? 
tually untied, God was pleased to indulge 
him with a foretaste of death. He was, 
for near au hour, quite gone, in appear* 
ance ; and his family began to conclude 
that the final struggle was over. By de- 
grees, however, he came to himself; and 
on my asking Yum, Ww Yvs. did* he an- 
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swered, that God had given hiin a speci- 
men of death, and he found it not so 
terrible as he apprehended* From that 
period all his dread of dying vanished 
away ; and he continued without any sha- 
dow of fear, filled with the peace which 
passe th ail understanding, until his dis- 
imprisoned spirit flew to the bosom of 
God. O then, whoever thou art, that 
art troubled in like manner, cast thy bur- 
den on the Lord, You have found him 
faithful in other things; and you may 
safely trust him for this, He hath deli- 
vered you in six troubles, and in I he se- 
venth he will be nigh unto you, The 
water floods shall not overflow thee, nei- 
ther shall the deep swallow thee up. The 
rock of ages lies at the bottom of the 
brook ; and God will give you firm foot- 
ing all the way through. 

As the setting sun appears of greater 
magnitude, and his beams of richer gold, 
than when he is in the meridian; so a 
dying believer is us u ally richer in expe- 
rience, stronger in graefi,and brighter in 
his evidences for heaven than a living 
one. How sweet for to reflect, that 
though he is yet a stranger in the world 
ol spirits, still the world of spirits are not 
strangers to him. God, his Father, is thece. 
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Christ bis Saviour is there. Angels, his 
elect brethren are there. Saints, who 
got home before him, are there; and more 
will follow him every day. He has the 
blood and righteousness of Christ for his 
letters of recommendation, and the Holy 
Spirit for his introducer. He also goes 
upon express invitation from the King of 
the country. 

. When the soul and body, like two bo- 
90m friends, who have travelled long and 
far together, come to the parting place, 
where, like Abraham and Lot, they se- 
parate, and each goes a different way, 
one to the grave, and the other to hea- 
ven; when death, your last enemy, is 
subdued (for he is not destroyed entirely, 
until the morning of the resurrection 
dawn); when you have got to the extre- 
mity of the vale, and have actually breath* 
ed your last, you will find your equi- 
page waiting foryou on the other side, to 
take >ou from the body, and to set yon 
down at the throne of God. Angels of 
light, those chariots and horses of fire, 
attend on every expiring saint: and not 
only as guides shew bis disembodied 
spirit the way to heaven, but likewise 
guard him during the passage; and it 
is probable, act as vehicles, to convey 
him t/iither; just aa Laxwa* racried 
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by angels into Abraham's bosom. Thus 
as in life, so at death, does every one 
of God's elect experience the utmost ac- 
complishment of that promise. He shall 
give his angels charge concerning ihee, 
and in their bands shall they bear thee ; 
acting as thy invisible shield on earth; 
and, at last, as thy chariots and retinue, 
which shall convey thee to heaven. Such 
honour have all the saints. Hallelujah. 

Tremble not, therefore, at the thought 
of laying aside your weak, sinful, mortal 
body. You will receive it again ; not 
such as it now is, frail, defiled, and pe- 
rishable, but bright with the glory and 
perfect in the image of God. The body 
is that to the sou], which a garment is to 
the body* When you betake yourself to 
repose at night, you lay aside your cloaths 
until morning: and resume them when 
you rise. What is the grave, but the 
believer's wardrobe, of which God is the 
door- keeper? In the resurrection morning, 
ihe door will be thrown open, and the 
glorified soul shall descend from heaven 
to put on a glorified robe, which was in- 
deed folded up and laid away in disho- 
nour; but shall be taken out from the 
repository, enriched and beautified with 
all the ornaments of nature and grace. 

It is a comfortable Teftec\\o^<tt»*. 
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bodies shall be gathered from the grave, 
and rescued from the dominion of death: 
when the Lord Jesus come, a second 



voice is as the sound of many waters, 
will say to his angels, when he appears in 
the clouds of heaven, Gather my saints 
together unto me, who have made a co- 
Tenant with me by sacrifice; who died, 
trusting in my righteousness, and de- 
pending on the merit of my blood which 
I sbed for the remission of their sins, 
when I offered myself up in sacrifice on 
the cross. 

Having thus traced the Christian in 
his spiritual journey, from nature to 
grace, and from grace to glory, let me for 
the present leave him there, and address 
myself to those, who, as well as myself, 
-are still detained in the wilderness, and 
whose tour is not yet finished. 

The readers of this address, and indeed 
the whole world at large, may be distri- 
buted into two kinds of people, of those 
who are travelling to the kingdom of 
heaven, and of those who are going the 
direct contrary way. There are but two 
roads, the broad which leadeth to destruc- 
tion, and the narrow which opens onto 
life. Travellers si\ m*xfe\R& v:*. 
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Tellers at a very swift rate. The graad 
point is, JPhere art thou travelling to ? 

Are you desirous of knowing, whithet 
thy footsteps tend, and towards what 
country thy face is set ? Consult the way- 
marks. Look to the direction post. Have 
recourse to the Scriptures of truth, but 
study them in a spirit of prayer, and with 
the simplicity of a little child. Though 
we are not called to be apostles, yet all 
who shall appear with Christ in glory, 
are called to be saints. And what is a 
saint f One who is hallowed or set apart 
by divine grace for the use and service; 
of God : one who is made a partaker of 
that faith which relies on the blood and 
righteousness of Christ, for justification 
with God : and who is a subject of that 
holiness, without which none shall see 
the Lord ; one who leaves all things, 
so far as they consist, not with faith and 
good conscience; who counts all that 
earth can give, but dross and dung, when 
compared with the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ, and with the pri- 
vilege of being found in him; who rises 
up into the moral likeness of God, and 
follows the Lord that bought him in 
sanctification of the Spirit and belief 
of the truth. Such persons have felkuNt- 
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ship with the Father, and with bis 
Son Jet at Christ : they have a manifest 
interest in the favour of the former, and 



the fear of the Lord, and in the comforts 
of the Holy Ghost, they are built up into 
temples of God ; their grace, their peace, 
their joy, are multiplied. 

After surveying the picture of a saint, 
fcttt look into your own heart, and see if 
you can discover any resemblance of it in 
yourself, any corresponding features, any 
trace* of the divine image there ; for as 
face answers face in a glass, so the ex- 
perience of one saint is in general nearly 
similar to that of another. Some indeed 
may have a stronger likeness to their hea- 
venly Father than others; but every true 
believer does, in a greater or less degree, 
resemble God. Bring yourself, therefore, 
now to the test of God's word. Try your 
state and experience thereby, that you 
may know whose image and superscrip- 
tion you bear. These are the outlines of 
that divine resemblance, in a restoration 
10 which consist the dignity and the hap* 
piness of man* Let this then be your 
prayer: Try me, O God, and search the 
ground of my heart; prove me. and exa- 
lniae my thoughts. Look, well if there be 
ixijr wickedness iu tat* w^j wax <&\taxa&J 
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n ess yet undiscovered; and lead in the way 
everlasting* Shew me the true state of my 
soul. Brin g me out from every false refuge. 
Strip off every deceitful covering, every 
covering that is not of thy Spirit. Forbid 
that I should rest short of that repentance 
which is thy gift, and is connected with 
life eternal; and forbid, O forbid, that I 
should sit down without aspiring to that 
conformity unto thee in righteousness 
and true holiness ; abstracted from which 
repentance is false, and faith is dead. 

Such are the breathings of the soul that 
is horn of God, If this, O man, be not 
the language of thy inmost heart, thou art 
far from Christ, thou art yet in thy sins. 
If God the Spirit has not kindled a groan- 
ing desire in your breast for these things, 
I dare not give yoti the right-hand of fel- 
lowship. I dare not salute you as one of 
my fellow-travellers to the kingdom of 
God. No: You are yet in Egypt. And 
you will quickly be in hell, except the 
Holy Ghost take you by the hand, and 
take you by the heart, and lead you to 
Christ in Zion* 

But if you have groan d to hope, that 
this work of grace is experienced by you 
in some degree: if in looking at your soul 
in the gospel glass, you can dUc^tw >Swt 
traces of faith, love, ie^nxs&ft^) 
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sanctification there: you are in the nam- 
ber of them who have set forth to go into 
the land of Canaan, and into that heavenly 
city you shall come. 

When this happy change is effected, 
and the converted person begins to evi- 
dence his new-birth, by forsaking his old 
companions in sin, and by leading a new 
life; different people will pass different 
censures upon his conduct. One will, 
without ceremony, dub him a new-fa- 
shioned Methodist. Another will set him 
down for an old-fashioned Puritan. A 
third will roundly pronounce him a mad- 
man, that has lost his senses by being 
righteous over-much. A fourth, who has 
more politeness and less ill-nature than 
the rest, will say to him, I wonder how a 
person of your good sense in other things 
can be so precise. You will hurt your 
nerves, and damp your spirits. There is 
no occasion for all this ado, Take a 
cheerful glass! give the reign to your ap- 
petites! and make a merry life of it, 
though it be but a short one. 

Thus will multitudes endeavour, by va* 
rious methods, to call the traveller back, 
and to divert him from his Christian 
course. But hfe still holds on his way} 
answering, as he {i&ssefe, we shall see 
whose life will be m«tv^ vsx^eswL 
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Yet let not ibe followers of Christ cause 
the way of truth to be ill spoken of, or 
bring an evil report on the good land* by 
needless rigour and by affected severity. 
Do not sullenly reject the gifts of provi- 
dence under a pretence of su perior sanc- 
tity ; but use tbem without abusing them* 
If you have them not, be not anxious 
after them. If you have them, enjoy tbem 
in the fear, aud to the glory of God. Re- 
ceive gratefully. Distribute cheerfully. 
Give thanks incessantly. When you set 
out for heaven, do not set up for a monk; 
nor look upon those things as criminal 
which the word of God does not declare 
to be so. Gnat strainers are, too often 
c am el- swal lowers; and the Pharisaical 
mantle of superstitious austerity is, very 
frequently, a cover for a cloven foot. 

Take heed, however, O believer in 
C hrist, of verging to the opposi te ex i i erne. 
Beware of ■ supine, luke warm, libertine 
spirit. Watch unto prayer, guard against 
negligence. Advance not to the utter- 
most noun ds of your liberty. It is a just 
remark, which I have somewhere met 
with, that the best way to be secure from 
falling into a well is not to venture too 
near the brink. Swim not with the stream, 
if the tide roll downward, neither Co. Hew 
a multitude to do evil, Vt \% v\\e ^ 
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a Christian, not to be ashamed of being 
singularly good, when so many are nut 
ashamed or being eminently bad. Better 
go with a few to heaven, than to go with 
much and polite company to bell. He 
that fears men 9 and seeks to please men 9 at 
the erpence of gosptl truths, or of good 
morals , is not an honest man, much less a 
servant of Christ* And though in matters 
of mere indifference ,you are not absolutely 
bound to abridge your liberty as a Chris- 
tian: nor is it meet you should affect to be 
good, any more than to be wise, above 
that which is written; yet if you rind, tha 
even things, in themselves indifferent, 
prove a snare, an entanglement, and an 
hinderance to you, in running the race 
that is set before you, pluck out trios 
things, be what they may, and cast then 
from you \ though they be useful as 
right band, or tender as a right eye. 

The world will endeavour to turn yoc 
feet out of the narrow way. If the vvickec 
are so muzzled by Providence* thai the) 
cannot bite, they will snarl at least* 
they cannot do you real injury, they wil 
probably pelt you with scandal, and snec 
at you for being, in their opinion, right* 
ous over much. But let not this discou 
rage you. RegMA \\. t\q more than a Ira 
velJer would mini bl\y\A& &^*\. 
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shoes. Imitate the blind man in the gos- 
pel; who, the more he was exhorted by the 
multitude to hold his peace, cried out so 
much the more, Thou son of David, have 
mercy on me- Beware of sin* Shim 
the remotest appearance of evil. Think 
it not enough, lo be for the main, in the 
right way t but endeavour to walk steadily 
and erectly in that way. Beg the Lord 
therefore, to hold up your goings in his 
paths, that your footsteps slip not. Be it 
the language of your heart, and of your 
conduct, 1 have put off my immoral coat: 
how then shall I put it on again? 1 have 
washed my feet, and Almighty grace for- 
bid that i should anymore defile them. 

Yet, if you fall, be humbled; but do not 
despair. Pray afresh to God, who is able 
to raise you up, and to setyou on your leet 
again. Look to the blood of the cove- 
nant, and say to the Lord, from the depth 
of your heart, 

( Rock of ages, cleft for me, 
Let me bide myself in thee I 
Foul, I to the fountain flv ; 
Wash me, Saviour, or 1 die. 

Make those words of the apostle your 
motto: Perplexed, but not in despair; cast 
down , hu t o ot destroyed. It has be*fcv\ *yass&*i 
obsejvtci, that it is one iViuv^ V> VA\ vcwva 



£68 JfBDlTATKMCS, &C 



■the mire ; another thing to lie in it Away 
to the cross of Christ, and to the Spirit of 
God, for cleansing and for healing. Your 
Co yen ant Father will then sprinkle you 
from an evil conscience, and make you 
recover the time and the ground you have 
lost. And, when thus graciously restored, 
look upon sin as the bitterest calamity that 
can befal you : and consider those who 
would entice you to it, or be your part- 
ners in it, as the very worst enemies you 
have. 

Soon shall we arrive, where not only sin, 
but every temptation to it, and every pro- 
pensity towards it, will cease for ever. As 
a good man once said on his death bed, 
Hold out, faith and patience! yet a little 
while, and I shall need you no longer. 
When faith and patience have done and 
«uiferedtheirappdinted'work,thediseiples 
of Christ shall ascend from the wilderness 
to Paradise. With joy and gladnefcs shall 
they be brought, and shall enter into the 
King's palace, singing, as they mount, 
Lift up your heads ye celestial gates; and 
be ye lifted up ye everlasting doors, that 
the heirs of glory may enter in. We are 
they, some of whom came out of great 
tribulation: but all of whom have washed 
our robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. &fatt&^ Vvj V\U 
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effectual grace we went forth to go into 
the land of Canaan; and cJoathed with 
his righteousness, and preserved by his 
power, into the land of Canaan we are 
come* Even so, Amen, 



Eternal life was from the beginning 
promised to the people of God, and is 
expressly taught in scripture, that it is 
astonishing how any, who would pass for 
Christians, can offer to question it; such 
persons are blinder than the very Jews 
themselves, of whom our Lord testifies, 
that they thought they had eternal life in 
the scriptures, when that eternal life and 
the way to it w + ere clearly held forth and 
manifested in the writings of the Old 
Testament, And that the Jews were not 
mistaken in so thinking, is evident, be- 
cause our Lord does not charge this their 
opinion as being an erroneous one ; which 
he certainly would have done bad it really 
been so : on the contrary, he makes it an 
argument why they should be still more 
diligent in searching the scriptures, in- 
asmuch as they could then see, not only 
that eternal life was ensured to the elect, 
but that kt himself is there most evidently 
represented as the mediator who should 
obtain that life for them. 

z 
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St. Paol, when before Felix, testified 
that he believed the future resurrection of 
the dead ; and by consequence the ever- 
lasting glorification of the righteous; he 
observed that the Jews believed and ex- 
pected the same ; and that this their 
common belief was founded on the wri- 
tings of Moses and the Prophets. 

So far were the Jews from being wrong 
in looking upon the Old Testament pro- 
mises as relating chiefly and ultimately 
to the eternal blessedness of the Israel of 
God, that our Lord when disputing with 
the Sadduces, imputes their disbelief of 
the resurrection and a future state, entire* 
ly to their ignorance of the scriptures, 
wherein both are so clearly asserted. 

This is yet farther evident from Mott. 
xxii. 3 1 , 32. The passage there referred 
to, is Exod. iii. 6. " I am the God of thy 
father, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob." Now, says 
Christ, God is not the God of the dead, 
but of the living; which observation was 
so just and natural, that the multitudes 
.were amazed at. the majesty aod perspi- 
.cuity of bis doctrine, and the Sadduces 
were confounded* That phrase* of God's 
being a God to any one, is very emphati- 
cal, and necessarily includes in it the 
'deaof eternal life to v\iex ^etwin^V^ 



MEDITATIONS, &C, 27 1 



God for his God. For, if God is mine! 
then what: God is to himself, he is that 
to toe likewise. And what is God to him- 
self? Certainly, the fountain of eternal 
and consummate felicity : consequently, 
if God graciously becomes the lot of iny 
inheritance, the fulness of eternal and 
consummate felicity, which is inseparable 
from himself, becomes mine also, For, 
agreeable to the apostle's reasoning on a 
parrallel subject, if the Deity with-bolds 
not himself from tiie, he will, with him- 
self, surely and freely give me all things ; 
for he is all in all : that man, who has 
God for his God, finds in him a shield 
from all evil, and an exceeding great re- 
ward, which two include the sum total of 
happiness. Hence the apostle says, "God 
is not ashamed to be called their God, 
for he hath prepared for them &> city.'* 
And since all the gifts of God, and more 
especially the gift of himself, are without 
repentance, it follows, that the life and 
happiness resulting therefrom, most be 
not only perfect in their nature, but ever- 
lasting in their duration. 

It should be noticed also, that God 
makes himself over as well to the bodies 
as the souls of his people : they are in the 
covenant of grace, considered ^ to*^ 
made up and consisting Xja^vo^^* 
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He is the Creator, Redeemer* and. Pre* 
server of the/orwkrr, as well asof the latter ; 
and will lose neither. So that when God 
terms himself the God of his people, the 
phrase necessarily imports the certain 
glorification of their bodies as well as their 
souls; so that all who hare the Lord £or 
their God, shall tin their flesh see his*, and 
be for ever with him* He shall, as their 
God, deliver them from their enemies, 
the last and greatest of whom is death, 
which, in the last day, shall be totally 
abolished ; and they shall* when redeemed 
from the pit of corruption, be made to 
ting that triumphant song-*-" Death and 
the grave are swallowed up in victory !" 

With respect to the Patriarchs, in par- 
ticular, Jehovah's calling himself their 
Ged, must needs imply, that some privi- 
lege of a very great and eminent nature 
should, in consequence of the near rela- 
tion to himself into which he had taken 
them, be conferred upon them* But we 
do not find that any very extraordinary 
privileges, in a temporal way, were be* 
stowed on them more than others-; they 
were not led into the land of Canaan, 
neither had any fixed place of residence 
that might properly be called their own* 
Consequently, die ^t<m\*t% of God to 
tern, as relating to th^isetoes, t&\»xV^ 
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higher, and refer to things spiritual and 
eternal^ even to their acceptance through, 
and their indissoluble union to him, and 
the everlasting beatification of their 
bodies and souls in the kingdom of glory. 
Paul expressly testifies concerning Abra- 
ham, that he looked for the city which 
hath foundations, whose builder and ma- 
ker is God ; and j of the other Patriarchs, 
that they sought a better country than 
that from which they came out, even an 
heavenly one. 

Declarative of this were the words of 
dying Jacob, " I have waited fur thy 
salvation, O God f which salvation must 
be meant of that eternal rest which the 
saints shall enjoy in heaven ; and is ex* 
plained in this sense by the Jewish com- 
mentators on the place. 

Full to our present purpose is that 
famous passage in Job ; where that holy 
man expresses his sted fast assurance of a 
glorious resurrection and blessed i minor* 
tality. He knew that there was and 
ghould be a Redeemer 5 that this glorious 
person was his Redeemer in particular 5 
and that this his Redeemer liveth, for he is 
t he true God and eternal life, and hath 
taught his people to infer the perpetuity 
of their lire, from the etev&\X^ 
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" Because I live, ye shall live also ;" mad 
though he suffered himself to be pot to 
death in the flesh for their sakes, yet he 
qaickly emerged from the tomb, and is 
now alive, and shall live for evermore* 
Job goes on— " He shall stand, in the 
latter day, upon the earth : M having made 
his enemies his footstool, he shall stand 

ritly triumphant, and shew himself to 
more than a Conqueror ; or, more 
literally, he shall stand «pcm the durt ; 
that is, being first slain and buried* Jbe 
shall rise victoriously from the dead j he 
shall trample upon the habitation of 
death, and overcome him in his ew»di vine 
person. Job looked upon the resuriee* 
tion of Christ as the pledge and earnest 
of his own ; " and though," says he* 
pointing to himself, " worms destroy this 
body, yet in my flesh shall I see God ;* 
the scattered atoms of this perishable 
carcase shall, in the morning of the resur- 
rection, be collected and put together ; 
fay body shall rise a glorified one, and 
be reunited to my soul, never to part 
again. On the whole, tnay we not con- 
elude, that no one who has lived since 
Christ's appearance in the flesh, • has 
spoken of the resurrection with greater 
clearness and coafotacufe than Job, who 
red so long before \U 
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To the same effect is the prophecy of 
Daniel, where It is said,. *■ Many of them 
that sleep in the dust shall awake; some 
to everlasting life, and some to shame 
and everlasting contempt/ 1 Our Lord's 
words also, are almost ths same with the 
prophet, "every one that belie velh g on 
the Son, shall have everlasting life, and I 
will raise him up at the last day/' The 
apostle Paul says of the ancient worthies, 
that, "they were tortured, not accepting 
deliverance, that they might obtain a bet- 
ter resurrection." From all which, and 
more that might be urged, it is evident 
as the meredian sun, that t lit faith of the 
Old Testament, and New Testament 
saints looked beyond the grave, with faith 
founded on the promises of God, 

Thus the people of God in every age, 
and under every dispensation, have had 
the same promise of eternal life given 
them, which were made to them in and 
through the Lord Jesus, They embraced 
them, and acknowledged they were but 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth, look- 
ing for a city which hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God. Here 
we will use the triumphant exclamation 
of David. " As for me, I shall behold thy 
face in rigbteousuess ; I shalLU^«^vs&ejV. 
when I awake lYv>j 
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It may be said will God vouchsafe to 
regard and to take notice, of so sinful, so 

?srishable creatures as we are in mercy, 
es, God opens his eye upon his own 
people in a way of grace. He sees with 
tenderness, the afflictions and the frailties 
of his saints; their sorrows, their troubles, 
their doubts, their fears, and their situa- 
tion. 

And not only so, but our days aire de- 
termined, or cut out ; the pattern is made 
before hand ; length, breadth, and com- 
pass, are all prefixed, like a garment made 
exactly according to rule: so that not 
only the years of man's life, but his very 
days are predetermined, and dealt out by 
number. The scripture asserts, " The 
number of his months is with thee." For 
God has ordained how long each man 
shall live, and he shall live so lone and no 
longer. For it is written "thou hast ap- 
pointed his bonds that he cannot pass." 
Predestination hems us in, as a wall of 
brass, and circles us round on the right 
hand and on the left, and it is very right 
it should be so ; for if the lives of men 
were left to chance, and hazard, what 
confusion would ensue. Some would live 
too long, others would die too soon, the 
whole frame of society ^ou\&V*^ut out of 
nnt. What impoxXaxxt mwwfi&k 
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single death occasion in a family ! What 
an alteration of measures! What a circu- 
lation of property ! Then for to suppose 
that life and death are left, at sixes arid 
sevens f is downright atheism. 

Thus the child of God rests at anchor, 
and waits with faith and patience, all the 
days of his appointed time until his 
change comes. When the regenerated 
sonl quits for a season, its connection with 
the body , his flesh rests in hope, for he is 
assured God will have respect to the 
work of his hands, that is, to the bodies 
of his people, their mortal part; which 
are chosen no less than their souls, the 
workmanship of his wisdom and power* 
the purchase of Christ's redemption, and 
the temples of the Holy Spirit. 
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HYMNS 

Written on Sacred Subjects, and particular 
Occasion*. 



To the Trinity. 

Eternal hallelujahs, 

Be to the Father giv'n 
Who lov'd his own 
Ere time begun, 

And mark d them out for heav'n. 
Anthems of equal glory, 

Ascribe we to the Saviour; 
Who liv'd and dy'd, 
That we bis bride, 

Might live with him for ever. 
Hail co-eternal Spirit, 

Thy Church's new Creator! 
The saints he seals, 
Their fear dispels, 

And sanctifies their nature. 
We laud the glorious triad, 

The mystic one in essence : 
'Till calPd to join 
The hosts that shine 

In bis immtd'wte ^rcifeb&fe. 
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Faithful is he that promis'd, 

And stands engag'd to save us: 
The triune Lord 
Has pass'd his word, 

That he will never leave us. 
A kingdom he assigned us, 

Before the world's foundation 
Thou God of grace, 
Be thine the praise, 

And ours the consolation. 



" Who hath saved us and called us with an holy 
calling; not according to our works, but accord- 
ing to his own purpose and grace, Which was 
given us before the world began. 

How vast the benefits divine. 

Which we in Christ possess, 
Sav'd from the guilt of sin we are, 

And call'd to holiness. 
. But not for works which we have done, 

Or shall hereafter do ; 
Hath God decreed on sinful 1 worms, 

Salvation to bestow. :■• 
The glory, Lord, foofti first to last, 

Is due to the* alone ; 
Aught to ourselves we <tace *okvfi*fc«> 

Or tob'theef*f»ttos^tw&v 
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Our glorious 8orety undertook 

To satisfy for man, 
And grace was given us in him, 

Before the world began, 
Tliis is thy will, that in thy love 

We ever should abide, 
And )o, we earth and hell defy, 

To make thy counsel void. 
Not one of all the chosen race 1 , 

But shall to heaven attain ; 
Partake on earth the purpos'd grace, 

And then with Jesus reign. 
Of Father, Son, and Spirit, we 

Extol the three-fold care, 
Whose love, whose merit, and whose 

Unite to lift us there. 



He hath borne our Griefs, $c 

SURELY, Christthygriefshath borne, 
Weeping soul no longer mburn • 
View him bleeding on the trfeie,' ' 
Pouring out his life for thee; 
There thy every sin he bore. 
Weeping souls lament n? #ore» 
All thy crimes <m hua were laid, . 
See upon hia b\axm\fcai\i^ v 
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Wrath its utmost vengeance pours, 
Due to my offence and yours: 
Wounded in our stead, he is 
Bruis'd for our iniquities. 

Weary sinner keep thine eyes, 
On th atoning sacrifice; 
There th* incarnate -Deity, 
N umber' d with transgressors see; 
There his Father's absence mourns, 
Nat I'd and bruis'd, and crowu'd with 
thorns. 

See thy God his head bow down. 
Hear the man of sorrows groan; 
For thy ransom there coodemn'd, 
Strip pel, derided, and blasphemed ; 
Bleed the guiltless for the unclean, 
Made an off/iing for thy sin. 

Cast thy guilty soul on him, 
Find him mighty to redeem : 
At his feet thy burden lay, 
Look thy doubts and cares away; 
Now by faith the Son embrace, 
Plead his promise, trust his grace* 

Lord, thy arm must be reveal'd, 
Ere I can by failh be heal'd ! 
Since I scarce can look to thee, 



At thy Feet myself I lay, 
Shine, O shine, my feats bwwj * 



Cast 
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The Evil Heart. 

Astonished and distress^, 

I turn mine eyes within ; 
My heart with loads of guilt opprest, 

The seat of every sin. 
What crouds of evil thoughts, 

What vile affections there ! 
Distrust, presumption, artful guile, 

Pride, envy, slavish fear. 
Almighty King of saints, 

These tyrant lusts subdue ; 
Expel the darkness of my mind, 

And all my powers renew. 
This done, my cheerful voice 

Shall loud hosannas raise : 
My soul shall glow with gratitude , 

My lips proclaim thy praise* 



Thy Kingdom come. 

O WHEN shall we, supremely blest 
Enter into our glorious rest! 
Partake the triumphs of the sky, 
And, holy, holy, holy, cry \ 
With all tby heav'nly hosts, with all 
Thy blessed saints, we then shall fall; 
And sing iu exx&c^j wvV&awti* - • • 
And praise thee ou xft^ fti^v^%^w«.. 
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Honour, and majesty, and pow'r, 
And thanks and blessings evermore; 
Who dost: through endless ages live, 
Thou, Lord, art worthy to receive. 
For thou hast bid thy creatures be, 
And still subsist to pleasure thee : 
From thee they came, to thee they tend, 
Their gracious source, their glorious 
end! 



The Propitiation. 

r TUY danger, for what I have done, 

The gospel forbids me to fear : 
My sins thou hast charged on thy Son; 

Thy justice to him I refer; 
Be mindful of Jesus and me! 

My pardon he sufferM to buy; 
And what be procured on the tree, 

For me he demands in the sky. 



Happinms found. 

Happiness, thou lovely name, 

Where's thy seat, O tell me where? 
Learning, pleasure, wealth, and fame, 

AN cry out, " It is not here : T ~ 
Not the wisdom of the wise, 
Can inform me where it lies, 
Not the grandeur of tVve ^ce^v 
Can the bliss, I seek^cte^.. 
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Object of nay fiitt desirt, 
Jesus crucify'd for me ! 

All to bappiiteM aspire, 
Only to be found in tbee : 

Thee to praise, and thee to know, . 

Constitute our bliss below ; 

Tbee to see, and thee to love, 

Constitute our bliss above. 

Lord, it is not life to live, 
If thy presence thou deny : 

Lord, if thou thy presence give, 



Source and giver of repose, 
Singly from thy smile it {Lows ; 
Peace and happiness are thine, 
Mine they are, if thou art mine. 
Whilst I feel thy love to me, 

Every object teems with joy : 
Here, O may I walk with thee, 

Then into thy presence die ! 
Let me but thyself possess, 
Total sum of happiness ! 
Real bliss I then shall prove; 
Heav'n below,, and heaven above. 



'TlS finish'd!— the Messiah dies, 
Cut off for sin, but not his own ! 

Accomplish' d \s 
The great seteenL»%W*A% 
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Finished the first transgression is, 

And purg'd the guilt of actual sin : 
And everlasting righteousness 

Is brought, lor ail his people in. 
Sin, death, and hell, are now subdu'd, 

All grace is now to sinners giv'n, 
And lo, I plead th' atoning blood. 

For pardon, holiness, and heav'n. 

He took not on hit* the Nature of Angels ; hut he 
took on him the seed of Abraliam. 

NOW let the saints declare 
The praises of their King : 
Bound by ten thousand ties they are, 
His wond'rous love to sing. 
Not angels round the throne 
Of majesty above, 
Are half so much oblig*d as we, 
To our Immanuers love. 
They never sunk so low; 
They are not rais'd so high, 
They never knew such depths of woe, 
Such heights of Majesty ! 
Less favor d were the pow'rs, 
Who in his image stood : 
Their crowns are cheaper far than our*s, 
Nor cost the Lamb his blood, 
The Saviour did not join 
Their nature to his own; 
For them he felt no v>auas itv\\TO> 
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May we with angels vie, 
The Saviour to More : 
Oar debts are greater far than their's, 
O be our payments more ! 

Happinma cfSabds ^parted. 

HOW happy are the souls above. 

From sin and sorrow fre£l 
With Jesus they are bow at rest, 

And all his glory see* 
Worthy the Lamb, aloud they cry, 

That brought us here to God: 
In ceaseless nymns of praise they about 

The virtue of his blood. i 
Sweet gratitude inspires their songs, 

Ambitious to proclaim, , 
Before the Father's awful throne*' 

The honours of the Lamb. 
With wond'ring joy they recollect 

Their fears and dangers past;. 
And bless the wisdom, pow'r, and love, 

Which brought them safe at last. 
Thev follow the exalted Lamb, 

Where'er they see him go; 
And at the footstool of his grace 

Their blood-bought crowns they throw 
Lord, let the merit of thy death 

To us be likewise giv'u; 
And we, with them, will shout \h$ .praise 

Through al\ t\^ ^\^% ^l>ojsw , v^ 
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